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YOUR  OWN  PRODUCTIONS 

in  the  way  of  advertising  have  naturally  been  well  thought 
out  and  printed  with  care.  You  have  advertising  leaflets, 
circulars,  price-lists,  and  so  forth  in  hand,  or  in  mind,  and 
your  problem  is  how  to  distribute  these  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. We  have  a  list  of  12,000  buyers  connected  with  the 
drug-trade  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  That  list,  unique  of 
its  kind,  is  the  result  of  careful  compilation  for  the  past 
fifty  years.  It  represents  the  circulation  of  the  Summer 
Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  to  be  published  on 
July  26,  1913.  Why  not  take  advantage  of  this  exceptional 
circulation,  and  send  us  12,000  of  your  circulars,  price-lists, 
etc.,  to  be 

DISTRIBUTED  AS  INSETS? 


SUMMARY. 

Being  a  first  glance  at  the  articles  and  events  reported  in  this  Issue 


Articles  and  Communications. 

A  secretarial  note  regarding  the  Jubilee  meeting  of  the 
Conference  is  printed  on  p.  67. 

Three  chemists  (Kent  and  Scotland)  give  their  experi- 
ences of  Insurance  dispensing  (p.  57). 

The  reason  why  the  action  of  opium  differs  from  that  of 
morphine  is  told  in  a  note  on  p.  54. 

Mr.  Pickard  gives  a  word  of  advice  regarding  chemists 
on  District  Insurance  Committees  (p.  67!. 

Smallpox  was  raging  in  London  fifty  years  ago,  and  the 
means  taken  for  abatement  are  quoted  on  p.  68. 

The  next  prescription  problem  is  an  Insurance  script. 
Four  prizes  are  awarded  for  the  last  problem  (p.  65). 

"  Xrayser  II."  comments  upon  the  allegation  that  the 
Minor  examination  is  not  so  stiff  at  present  as  it  used  to  bo 
(p.  47). 

The  Van  't  Hoff  memorial-lecture  given  before  the 
Chemical  Society  by  Professor  James  Walker  is  epitomised 
on  p.  35. 

There  is  further  discussion  on  the  position  of  apothecaries' 
assistants  in  our  correspondence  columns.  Any  replies  must 
be  brief  (p.  66). 

Lord  Avebury  died  on  Wednesday.  Reference  to  his  work 
in  connection  with  Shops  Bills  in  association  with  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  is  made  on  p.  50. 

The  progress  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
during  1878-81  under  Presidents  G.  P.  Schacht,  W.  Southall, 
and  R.  Revnolds  is  told  in  the  article  which  begins  on 
p.  48. 

The  prizes  for  last  month's  analytical  exercise  have  been 
gained  by  Mr.  A.  Q.  Barton  (Ryde)  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Pearce 
(Norwich).  Dr.  Dobbin  gives  hints  on  the  procedure  in 
analysing  a  mixture  of  iron  alum,  manganous  sulphate,  and 
magnesium  phosphate  (p.  34). 
N.-ws  of  the  Week. 

A  City  chemi6t  has  had  to  nay  25?.  damages  to  a  fruit- 
seller  (p.  41). 

Isidore  Zeifert  has  appealed  in  vain  to  the  Court  of 
Criminal  Appeal  (p.  38). 

Mr.  Thomas  Toogood,  brother  of  the  late  William  Too- 
good,  died  last  Sunday  (p.  44). 

New  regulations  in  respect  to  importation  of  cocaine  in 
the  Punjab  are  printed  on  p.  41. 

The  City  of  London  (Celluloid  Regulations)  Bill  was 
thrown  out  by  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing (p.  46). 

Weymouth  chemists  have  obtained  exemption  from  the 
Shops  Act  as  regards  the  weekly  half-holiday.  See  the 
terms  on  p.  37. 

Association  meetings  must  be  warm  work  at  present,  but 
a  few  are  taken  in  out-door  conditions.  Eleven  are  reported 
on  pp.  55-56. 

At  this  week's  meeting  of  the  General  Medical  Council, 
Sir  Donald  MacAlister  was  re-elected  President  and  the 
Pharmacopoeia  Committee  was  reappointed.  Several  penal 
cases  were  considered  (p.  36). 

The  paragraphs  regarding  Insurance  dispensing  on  pp. 
57-58  contain  information  which  should  be  read  by  every- 
body interested.  Why  is  the  County  of  London  Insurance 
Committee  so  slow  in  paying  chemists? 

Our  Paris  correspondent  communicates  some  interesting 
particulars  in  regard  to  the  recent  keen  attention  that  the 
authorities  there  are  giving  to  the  sale  of  foreign  patent 
medicines,  which  are  not  officially  approved  (pp.  39-40). 

Besides  the  High  Court  cases  reported  on  p.  42  in  con- 
nection with  cutoxine  and  osogen,  and  the  fining  of  a 
chemist  under  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act  (pp.  42-43),  we 
report  on  p.  53  a  case  from  Redditch  in  which  a  company 
was  fined  for  selling  deficient  sweet  nitre.  Wine-licence  and 
dutiable  medicine  cases  are  also  reported  on  p.  43. 
Trade  and  Market  Matters. 

The  heat-wave  is  sending  up  the  prices  of  lemon  oil,  lime 
oil,  and  lemon-juice;  citric  acid  and  cream  of  tartar  are  firm 
and  in  brisk  demand.  Opium,  morphine,  foreign  tartaric 
acid,  milk-sugar,  and  English  castor  oil  are  among  the 
cheaper  articles.  The  drug-auctions  were  resumed  after  a 
month's  interval  (p.  61). 
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CORNER  FOR  STUDENTS. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


All  communications  for  this  section  should  be  addressed  thus : 
"  Corner  for  Students,  '  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,'  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C." 


Report  on  May  Analytical  Exercise. 

I 'HE  powder  distributed  to  students  on  April  30  con- 
tained two  parts  by  weight  of  ammonium  ferric  sul- 
phate (iron  alum),  one  part  of  manganous  sulphate,  and 
two  parts  of  magnesium  phosphate.  The  calculated 
composition  of  such  a  mixture  is  : 

Fo    4.6 

Mn    4.0 

'.:».,'•  .  Mg    ...   '     ...  4.4 

NHi   1.5 

SO.   22.9 

;      PO,   ...  11.5 

H20    ...  .    51.1 

100.0 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  twenty- 
seven  students,  and  sixteen  reports  were  submitted  for 
examination. 

All  our  correspondents  were  successful  in  finding  iron 
and  the  sulphuric-acid  radical.  The  failures  in  the 
detection  of  the  other  constituents  were  :  Manganese,  4 ; 
magnesium,  6 ;  ammonium,  7 ;  phosphoric-acid  radical,  2. 
The  copious  evolution  of  water  when  the  powder  was 
heated  in  a  dry  itest-tube  was  overlooked  by  two  students. 

This  analysis  was  designed  to  furnish  junior  students 
with  an  exersise  in  the  treatment  of  a  phosphate  mixture 
which,  while  not  presenting  any  special  difficulty,  should, 
nevertheless,  introduce  some  of  the  complications  that 
are  often  accompanying  features  of  such  mixtures.  The 
careful  application  and  correct  interpretation  of  prelimi- 
nary tests  supplied  more  than  usually  complete  informa- 
tion concerning  the  constituents  of  the  powder,  and  in 
the  cases  of  several  students  the  systematic  analysis  was 
entered  upon  with  only  the  magnesium  remaining 
undetected. 

The  powder  dissolved  readily  in  hot  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid,  yielding  a  yellow  solution  which  suggested  a 
ferric  salt.  On  passing  hydrogen  sulphide  through  this 
solution  a  slight  opalescence  appeared,  due  to  the  precipi- 
tation of  the  small  quantity  of  sulphur  formed  by  the 
oxidising  effect  of  the  ferric  salt  upon  this  reagent — a 
phenomenon  which  the  majority  of  our  correspondents 
described,  not  quite  accurately,  as  "no  precipitate." 
After  boiling  off  the  excess  of  hydrogen  sulphide  and 
re-oxidising  the  iron  by  means  of  nitric  acid,  the  addi- 
tion of  ammonium  chloride  and  excess  of  ammonia 
produced  a  pale-brown  voluminous  precipitate  which 
contained  all  the  iron  as  ferric  phosphate,  part  of  the 
magnesium  as  ammonium  magnesium  phosphate,  and  also 
a  little  manganese.  The  filtrate  was  free  from  the 
phosphoric-acid  radical  and  contained  most  of  the 
manganese  and  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
magnesium.  So  far,  the  analysis  was  quite  simple,  but 
the  further  treatment  of  the  precipitate  and  the  filtrate 
respectively  furnished  occasion  for  several  omissions 
which  led  to  serious  errors.  Thus,  several  students 
omitted  to  test  the  precipitate  for  phosphates  and  simply 
proceeded  as  if  it  might  contain  ferric,  aluminium,  and 
chromic  hydroxides  only,  while  others,  even  although 
they  knew  that  phosphates  were  present,  did  likewise. 
Again,  in  the  case  of  the  filtrate,  some  omitted  to  add 
ammonium  hydrosulphide,  and  failed,  in  consequence,  to 
precipitate  the  manganese,  which  then  caused  difficulty 
in  testing  for  the  barium  group ;  others  tested  the 
filtrate  for  potassium  and  sodium  only,  thereby  failing 
to  detect  both  the  manganese  and  the  magnesium  which 
it  contained ;  while  one  or  two  threw  the  filtrate 
away  altogether  unexamined,  apparently  supposing 
that,  because  th?  mixture  contained  the  phosphoric- 
acid  radical,  all  the  metallic  radicals  would  be  separated 
out  in  the  precipitate  produced  by  ammonia.  This  last 
point  is  one  about  which  there  seems  to  be  a  good 
deal    of    misapprehension,   even    among    students  who 


are  not  exactly  juniors.  In  the  presence  of  the  phos- 
phoric-acid radical,  the  alkali  metals  are  not  pre- 
cipitated by  ammonia,  as  some  students  seem  to 
have  supposed,  since  they  tested  for  potassium  and 
sodium  in  the  analysis  of  the  ammonia  precipitate. 
When  ammonium  chloride  has  been  added  in  sufficient 
quantity  prior  to  the  addition  of  ammonia  as  group 
reagent,  the  precipitate,  even  in  the  presence  of 
phosphates,  should  not  contain  more  than  traces  of  the 
metals  of  the  zinc  group,  since  the  phosphates  of  this 
group  remain  dissolved  in  solutions  containing  ammonium 
chloride  and  excess  of  ammonia — manganese  being  the 
metal  of  which  the  precipitation  of  considerable  traces 
at  this  stage  is  most  likely  to  occur.  If  the  phosphoric- 
acid  radical  is  present  in  the  original  substance  in 
sufficient  quantity  the  ammonia  precipitate  will  contain, 
as  phosphates,  the  whole  of  the  iron  and  barium  group 
metals  and  magnesium  originally  present,  while  the 
filtrate  will  contain  excess  of  phosphate  in  solution,  and 
need  only  be  examined  for  metals  of  the  zinc  group 
and  for  alkali  metals.  If  the  phosphoric-acid  radical  is 
present  in  the  original  substance  in  quantity  insufficient 
to  produce  this  effect,  the  original  ammonia  precipitate 
may  contain  (a)  iron-group  metals  only,  of  which  the 
whole  may  be  as  phosphates,  or  part  may  be  as  phosphates 
and  part  as  hydroxides,  or  it  may  contain  (b)  iron-group 
metals  as  phosphates  along  with  only  a  part  of  the 
barium-group  metals  and  the  magnesium  as  phosphates ; 
in  either  of  which  cases  the  filtrate  will  not  contain 
phosphate  in  solution,  and  will  require  to  be  tested  for 
metals  of  the  barium  group,  for  magnesium  and  for 
alkali  metals,  as  well  as  for  the  metalis  of  the  zinc 
group. 

The  analysis  of  even  a  comparatively  simple  phosphate 
mixture  thus  demands  a  good  deal  of  special  attention, 
and  we  recommend  correspondents  to  study  carefully  the 
statements  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  and  to  master  the 
points  which  they  involve. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded 

to 

A.  Q.  Barton,  23  High  Street,  Eyde,  I.o.W. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

Arthur  C.  Pearce,  202  College  Eoad,  Norwich. 

First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a 
price  not  greatly  exceeding  hal£-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a 
first  prize. 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books 
they  select. 

Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 

1.  Correspondents  who  are  unqualified  : 

A.  Q.  Barton  (1st  prize)  97    Virus   71 

A.  C.  Pearce  (2nd  prize)  96    Infans   65 

Alpinus   95    Nomen  65 

Tolut  ...  95    Smilax   64 

Kismet   93    Beta  60 

Nipin  ...   91    Scarabseus  43 

Hypo  74    Also  Ran   36 

Amidogen   ...  71 

2.  Correspondent  who  is  qualified: 

Drupe    67 

To  Correspondents. 

A.  C.  Pearce. — The  original  solution  in  hydrochloric  acid 
became  opalescent,  from  the  separation  of  a  small  quantity 
of  sulphur,  when  hydrogen  sulphide  was  added ;  the  ferric 
salt  acting  as  an  oxidising  agent. 

Alpinus. — You  appear  to  have  omitted  to  apply  any  tests 
for  several  acid  radicals — for  example,  boric  and  nitric. 

Tolut. — It  is  probable  that  the  slight  precipitate  you 
obtained  in  the  barium  group  was  due  to  traces  of  man- 
ganese which  escaped  precipitation  at  the  proper  place. 
Nessler's  reagent  should  not  be  applied  as  a  test  for 
ammonium  salts  in  the  manner  in  which  you  employed  it : 
you  will  learn  why,  if  you  add  a  few  drops  of  the  reagent  to 
a  moderately  concentrated  solution  of  ammonium  chloride. 

Kismet. — The  precipitate  produced  by  silver  nitrate  in  a 
neutral  solution  of  a  phosphate  is  yellow,  whereas  you  report 
a  chocolate  precipitate. 
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Nipin. — Some  magnesium  remained  in  the  filtrate  from  the 
iron  group  and  phosphate  precipitate  because  the  phosphoric, 
acid  radical  was  not  available  in  sufficient  quantity  to  form 
ammonium  magnesium  phosphate  with  the  whole  of  it.  We 
cannot  explain— nor  were  we  able  to  obtain — the  reaction  of 
the  sodium-carbonate  extract  of  the  powder  with  zinc  and 
hydrochloric  acid,  which  led  you  to  conclude  that  a  sulphite 
was  present.  The  sulphur  dioxide  liberated  in  the  pre- 
liminary testing  came  from  the  decomposition  of  the  sul- 
phuric-acid radical. 

Hypo.— It  does  not  appear  from  your  report  that  you  tested 
for  ammonium  compounds. 

Amidogen.—  The  filtrate  from  the  original  precipitate 
obtained  on  adding  ammonium  chloride  and  excess  of 
ammonia  as  group  reagents  should  have  been  tested  for 
metals  of  the  zinc  and  barium  groups  and  for  magnesium,  as 
well  as  for  potassium  and  sodium.  Read  also  the  reply 
immediately  preceding. 

Vikus. — Note  that  a  blue  coloration  with  cobalt  chloride  on 
charcoal  may  indicate  the  presence  of  phosphates,  borates, 
etc.,  as  well  as  of  aluminium  compounds. 

Infans. — Your  report  on  the  borax-bead  tests  and  your 
conclusions  from  them  are  somewhat  tangled.  You  will  find 
it  profitable  to  devote  a  little  time  to  the  systematic  study, 
with  the  aid  of  a  good  text-book,  of  the  borax-bead  tests  as 
applied  to  known  substances— simple  substances  first  and  then 
mixtures.  The  powder  was  partly  soluble  in  water.  Having 
detected  the  presence  of  the  phosphoric-acid  radical,  you 
should  have  applied  a  special  method  of  analysis  appropriate 
for  phosphates. 

Nomen. — The  odour  which  you  perceived  on  heating  the 
powder  with  concentrated  hydrochloric  acid  and  which  you 
attributed  to  sulphur  dioxide  was  no  doubt'  clue  to  the  hydro- 
chloric acid  itself.  The  reaction  which  led  you  to  conclude 
that  iron  was  present  in  the  ferrous  condition  was  most 
likely  due  to  your  employing  an  old  solution  of  potassium 
ferricyanide  as  a  reagent. 

Smilax.— The  supposed  precipitate  of  sultihur  which  you 
obtained  on  heating  the  powder  with  concentrated  sulphuric 
acid  probably  consisted  mainly  of  anhydrous  ferric  sulphate. 

Beta. — Failure  to  detect  manganese  in  the  preliminary 
testing  and  to  recognise  the  presence  of  a  phosphate  led  vou 
far  astray  in  this  analysis. 

Scakab^etjs. — You  report  that  you  dissolved  the  powder  in 
water  :  it  only  dissolved  partially  in  water.  After  boiling 
off  hydrogen  sulphide  and  adding  nitric  acid  to  oxidise  iron 
to  the  ferric  condition,  the  solution  should  bo  boiled  again 
At  th*e  stage  at  which  you  added  lead  acetate  and  state  that 
you  got  a  precipitate  of  lead  chromate,  only  a  white  pre- 
cipitate (of  lead  carbonate)  could  have  been  obtained, 
whereas  lead  chromate  is  yellow. 

Also  Ran.— We  do  not  feel  in  the  least  disposed  to  laugh 
at  your  first  attempt,  or  at  that  of  any  other  student :  if  you 
are  in  earnest  you  will  soon  make  good  progress.  Although 
this  was  an  exercise  for  junior  students,  it  was  not  exactly 
suitable  for  a  beginner.  We  cannot  advise  you  better  than 
to  prepare  a  mixture  resembling  this  exercise  and  to  prac- 
tise upon  it  untili  you  master  its  behaviour  in  a  systematic 
analysis.  If  you  find  difficulty  in  obtaining  magnesium 
phosphate,  use  magnesium  sulphate  and  ammonium  or 
sodium  phosphate. 

Deupe.— You  reproduce  the  old  error  that  compounds  of 
ammonium  and  of  arsenic  must  bo  absent  because  the  powder 
did  not  yield  any  sublimate.  If  you  heat  in  a  dry  test-tube 
some  ammonium  nitrate  or  some  sodium  arsenate,  you  will 
realise  in  practice  how  incorrect  this  conclusion  is.  ■ 


POISONING  FATALITIES. 


Five  deaths  from  poisons  have  been  the  subject  of  inquests 
since  those  reported  in  our  last  issue. 

Oxalic  Acid.— At  the  resumed  inquiry  at  Portsmouth  into 
the  death  of  Wm.  James  Austin  (54),  bookseller,  Southfields 
London  (C.  &  D.,  May  24,  index  folio  781),  the  Coroner,  after 
summing  up  asked  the  jury  to  answer  seven  questions,  three 
relating  to  the  purchase  of  the  oxalic  acid.  The  jury  replied 
that  the  acid  was  not  supplied  by  Woodman,  Mr.  Haggis's 
assistant,  who  sold  the  deceased  Epsom  salts,  properly 
labelled.  The  jury  sympathised  with"  Mr.  Haggis  in  the 
trouble  he  had  been  put  to  in  the  matter,  and  the  Coroner 
supported  this  expression,  and  also  commended  Mr.  Haggis's 
action  throughout. 

Potassium  Cyanide.— Edwin  Bird  (36),  furniture-repairer, 
Walsall,  and  William  Miles  (74).  silversmiths'  gilder, 
Dalston,  poisoned  themselves  with  this  chemical. 

Spirit  of  Salt.— The  accidental  death  of  Amelia  Frances 
Courpier  (45),  at  Forest  Hill.  London,  S.E.,  was  due  to 
drinking  this  acid  in  mistake  for  medicine.— Joseph  Brown 
(63),  chimney  sweep,  Caledonian  Road,  London,  N.,  used  the 
same  corrosive  fluid  for  suicidal  purposes. 


Van 't  Hoff  Memorial  Lecture. 


PROFESSOR  JAMES  WALKER,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S., 
of  the  Edinburgh  University,  delivered  this  Memorial 
Lecture  to  a  crowded  audience  of  the  Fellows  of  the 
Chemical  Society  at  Burlington  House,  London,  W.,  on 
May  22.  It  consisted  of  a  sketch  of  Van  't  Hoff's 
life,  his  main  achievements,  and  way  of  thinking. 
Born  of  pure  Dutch  stock  in  1852,  Jacobus  Henricus 
Van  't  'Hoff  was  sent  to  a  private  school,  where  he 
received  a  liberal  education.  At  fifteen  he  joined 
the  newly  founded  Burghers'  School,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  first  instruction  in  chemistry,  and  made 
unauthorised  experiments  at  the  school  on  Sundays. 
His  experimental  work  at  home  was  carried  on  on 
businesslike  principles,  a  small  fee  being  asked  from 
the  spectators.  He  then  went  to  the  Polytechnic  School 
at  Delft,  and  later  studied  at  Leyden,  Bonn,  Paris,  and 
Utrecht.  He  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science  at 
the  last-named  University  in  1874,  his  dissertation  being  a 
contribution  to  the  constitution  of  cyanacetic  and  malonic 
acids.  Van  't  Hoff  was  quiet  in  manner  and  reserved 
in  disposition,  and  by  no  means  robust.  He  was  essenti- 
ally a  man  of  ideas,  and  especially  pondered  over  atoms, 
particularly  considering  the  properties  of  matter  at  small 
distances.  The  first  result  of  his  work  was  the  founda- 
tion of  stereo-chemistry.  Professor  Walker  remarked 
how  surprising  it  i's  to  find  pioneers,  who  have  any 
mental  conception,  stopping  short  by  a  hand's  breadth 
of  striking  discoveries.  Pasteur  explained  the  asymmetry 
of  tartaric  acid,  and  Paterno  conceived  the  tetrahedral 
carbon  atom.  Le  Bel  and  Van  't  Hoff  simply  improved 
and  correlated  these  ideas  to  fruitful  productivity,  Van 
't  Hoff  boldly  adopting  the  conception  of  four  different 
groupings  in  the  asymmetric  carbon  atom. 

The  lecturer  alluded  to  confusion  in  historical  accounts 
owing  to  Van  't  Hoff's  publishing  his  ideas  in  four 
different  places  within  the  year.  He  pointed  out  that 
the  diagrams  of  the  asymmetric  carbon  atom  are  given 
in  the  original  Dutch  paper  exactly  as  they  are  figured 
to-day.  Disappointment  followed  the  publication  of  this 
hypothesis,  which  was  received  with  indifference,  if  not 
coldness.  In  1877  it  was  translated  into  German,  and 
although  the  translation  differed  widely  from  the  original, 
from  that  time  Van 't  Hoff's  ideas  spread,  Kolbe's  opposi- 
tion aiding  this.  Van  't  Hoff  failed  to  obtain  a  teaching 
position  such  as  he  was  looking  for  until  March  1876, 
when  he  became  attached  to  the  Veterinary  College  at 
Utrecht  to  teach  chemistry  and  physics.  While  there 
the  substances  obtainable  from  storax  claimed  his  atten- 
tion. His  book,  the  "  Ansichten,"  was  a  painstaking 
work,  but  unreadable.  In  1887  he  became  Lecturer  in 
Chemistry  at  the  Town  College,  Amsterdam,  and  a  year 
later,  on  its  conversion  into  a  University,  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  Professor.  His  laboratory  seemed  permeated  with 
a  belief,  almost  amounting  to  superstition,  in  the  analogy 
between  physical  and  chemical  properties.  His  investiga- 
tions on  chemical  equilibrium,  initial  velocity,  and  thermo- 
dynamics were  so  systematic  that  the  principle  involved 
was  stated  tnen  in  much  the  same  way  as  it  is  to-day.  He 
defined  the  transition  point  and  mobile  equilibrium,  and 
stated  that  chemical  affinity  may  be  measured  by  electric 
forces.  Through  De  Vries  he  became  acquainted  with 
Pfeffer's  work  on  osmosis,  and  in  1884  used  the  latter's 
values  to  arrive  at  his  proof  of  the  complete  analogy 
between  the  gases  and  substances  in  dilute  solution. 
The  work  of  Arrhenius  later  explained  the  variations 
with  electrolytes.  The  impressions  that  Van  't  Hoff 
was  a  man  of  mathematics  are  not  true,  but  he  had  a 
remarkable  ability  of  using  them.  With  Oswald  as 
editor  of  "  Zeitschrift  fur  physikalische  Chemie,"  his 
scientific  life  may  be  said  to  have  attained  its  zenith. 
In  1891  he  moved  to  Berlin,  and  while  there  conducted 
his  famous  investigations  of  Stassfurt  deposits.  In  1906 
his  health  began  to  decline,  and  his  note  in  1909  on 
enzymatic  action  was  a  flash  in  the  pan.  In  this  the 
action  of  emulsin  is  described  as  that  of  an  ordinary 
chemical  catalyst.  On  March  1,  1911,  he  died  peacefully. 
Without    any    striking    mathematical    or  experimental 
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attainments,  he  was  the  greatest  chemical  thinker  of  his 
generation. 

Sir  William  Ramsay,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  lecturer,  wa.s  full  of  personal  reminiscences  of 
Van  't  Hoff.  He  said  his  English  verse  was  remark- 
able; indeed,  astounding,  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that 
it  was  written  by  a  foreigner.  His  work  on  the  Stass- 
furt  deposits  was  a  labour  of  love,  undertaken  as  likely 
to  be  most  useful  to  the  country  of  his  adoption. 

Sir  William  Tilden  seconded  the  resolution,  and  Dr. 
H.  E.  Armstrong  and  Professor  Donnan  supported  it. 
The  last-named,  a  former  pupil  of  Van  't  Hoff,  alluded 
to  the  simple,  sincere,  and  joyous  nature  of  the  great 
chemist  and  physicist. 


General  Medical  Council. 

THE  summer  session  of  the  Council  opened  at  their 
Chamber,  299  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  on  Tues- 
day, May  27,  the  President,  Sir  Donald  MacAlister, 
K.C.B.,  M.D.,  in  the  chair.  The  programme  suggests  that 
the  business  will  occupy  four  days,  so  that  the  present 
satisfactory  state  of  the  Council's  finances  will  be  main- 
tained. There  is  only  one  new  member,  Dr.  William 
Russell,  F.R.C.P.  Edin.,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Dr. 
George  A.  Gibson,  who  succeeded  Sir  J.  Batty  Tuke  as 
representative  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
Edinburgh. 

Presidential  Address. 
Sir  Donald  MacAlister  intimated  that  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  Government 
of  Ireland  Bill  for  ensuring  control  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament  of  the  Medical  and  Dentists  Act,  had  been 
rejected.  The  Medical  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  which  it 
was  hoped  would  obviate  the  inconvenience  and  waste 
of  public  money  caused  by  the  election  of  direct  repre- 
sentatives, had  passed  the  House  of  Lords,  but  was  blocked 
in  the  second  reading  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  with- 
drawn. It  is,  however,  said  the  President,  satisfactory 
to  know  that  the  Government  has  recognised  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  statute  under  which  the  election  regulations 
are  made,  and  that  the  Lord  President  of  the  Privy 
Council  has  made  a  serious  effort  to  amend  them.  The 
committee  appointed  by  the  Council  with  regard  to  the 
National  Insurance  Act  had  been  active,  and  practical 
effect  had  been  given  to  its  suggestions  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  draft  regulations,  "  except  on  the  important 
question  of  hospital  or  institutional  treatment  for  insured 
persons  requiring  services  beyond  the  competence  of  an 
ordinary  medical  practitioner."  That  matter  will  require 
a  supplementary  Act.  Communications  are  still  taking- 
place  with  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  importance  of 
having  a  qualified  person  to  administer  anaesthetics  other 
than  the  operator  himself.  The  warning  notices  issued 
by  the  Council  with  respect  to  advertising  are  now  being 
circulated  still  more  widely  among  societies,  committees, 
and  others  engaged  in  the  administration  of  medical 
benefits  throughout  the  Kingdom.  With  regard  to  finance, 
the  President  said  that  in  1911  the  Council's  income  fell 
short  of  its  expenditure  by  1,370/.,  but  in  1912  there  was 
a  surplus  of  income  over  expenditure  amounting  to  1,105/. 
The  receipts  from  registration  fees  are  larger  by  some  500/. 
The  President  also  noted  that  the  number  of  students 
registered  at  the  commencement  of  their  curriculum  has 
risen  by  165,  and  now  coincides  with  the  figure  repre- 
senting the  average  for  the  preceding  five  years.  So  that, 
he  added,  "  the  misgivings  regarding  the  future  of  our 
profession  which  were  freely  expressed  during  the  un- 
settlement  of  last  year  have  exercised  no  deterrent  effect 
on  the  body  of  youthful  recruits.  Their  faith  may  prove 
to  be  wiser  than  our  forebodings." 

The  President  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  address, 
and  the  Council  proceeded  to  pass  formal  motions  and 
appoint  committees,  among  the  latter  being 

The  Pharmacopoeia  Committee. 
This  consists  of  the  President  (Chairman),  Dr.  Norman 
Moore,  Sir  George  Philipson,  Dr.  Caton,  Dr.  Barrs,  Sir 


Thomas  Fraser,  Dr.  Cash,  Sir  John  Moore,  and  Sir 
William  Whitla. 

The  Presidency. 
Sir  Donald  MacAlister  having  completed  five  years  in 
the  chair,  he  now  formally  laid  down  his  office  and  left 
the  room,  the  chair  being  taken  by  the  senior  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Tomes.  Dr.  Norman  Moore,  seconded  by  Sir  H. 
Morris,  then  proposed  the  re-election  of  Sir  Donald  ''  for 
the  usual  period,"  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 
Sir  Donald  was  fetched  back  amid  applause.  Resuming 
his  seat,  he  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  unanimity  with 
which  the  Council  had  again  imposed  the  heavy  re- 
sponsibility upon  him,  and  his  wish  to  discharge  it  to 
the  best  of  his  power. 

New  Degrees  Recognised. 
The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  an  applica- 
tion, received  through  the  India  Office,  for  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  degrees  of  Master  of  Surgery,  Master  of 
Obstetrics,  and  the  Diploma  in  Public  Health,  that  the 
two  \former  be  xecognised,  but  that  the  Council  has 
no  power  outside  the  United  Kingdom  with  regard  to 
the  last,  was  received  and  entered.  It  was  also  agreed 
to  recognise  the  degrees  in  medicine  and  surgery  of  the 
University  of  Hong-Kong  for  registration. 

Registration-fees. 
To  a  request  made  by  the  British  Dental  Association 
that  practitioners  possessing  a  dental  qualification  who 
are  registered  in  the  Medical  Register  may  be  permitted 
to  register  on  the  Dentists'  Register  for  a  reduced  fee, 
and  vice  versa,  the  committee  recommended  that  the 
Standing  Orders  be  amended  and  that  the  fee  of  5/. 
should  be  altered  to  21.  in  the  case  of  practitioners  already 
on  the  Dentists'  Register,  and  vice  versa.  This  was 
adopted.  The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  already 
touched  upon  by  the  President  was  brought  up  by  Mr. 
Tomes ;  it  contained  only  one  recommendation — that  a 
grant  of  100/.  be  made,  if  necessary,  to  the  Irish  Branch 
Council.  It  was  received,  entered,  and  adopted.  The 
Council  then  went  into  committee  on  the  restoration  of 
certain  names  to  the  Register.  Strangers  having  been  re- 
admitted, the  President  announced  that  the  names  of 
Allan  Douglas  Cameron  and  Robert  Kirk  had  been  restored 
to  the  Medical  Register.    The  Council  then  adjourned. 

Penal  Cases. 

The  first  business  taken  on  Wednesday  afternoon  was 
a  curious  instance  of  personation  akin  to  one  investigated 
by  the  Council  last  session;  but,  while  in  the  latter  case 
the  personator  had  stepped  into  a  dead  man's  .shoes,  in 
the  present  the  mantle  or  qualifications  of  a  living  practi- 
tioner have  been  assumed.  Anthony  Ciaramelli,  regis- 
tered as  c/o  Lowy  Lajos,  Mav.  v.  Lakatos,  Verostorony, 
Szebenmegyi,  Hungary,  M.D.  Naples,  1903,  is  the  name 
and  the  address  of  the  person  in  question;  Anthony, 
Musket,  Muskon,  and  More  are  other  names  that  he  has 
gone  by.  It  was  stated  by  Dr.  Bateman  that  he  is  an 
accomplished  linguist,  and  had  followed  more  or  less 
disreputable  courses  in  various  countries.  In  1908  he 
entered  into  partnership  as  Dr.  More  with  the  real 
Dr.  Antonio  Ciaramelli  in  New  York,  representing  him- 
self as  a  distinguished  bacteriologist  and  author  of  scien- 
tific treatises.  Dr.  Ciaramelli  was  not  suspicious,  took 
him  at  his  own  valuation,  and  never  asked  to  see  his 
diploma.  Shortly  afterwards  he  urged  Dr.  Ciaramelli 
to  come  to  London,  saying  he  would  there  make  his  fortune, 
adding  that  he  (More)  would  get  the  registration  effected. 
Armed  with  the  veritable  doctor's  diploma,  More  applied 
for  registration  in  1909,  and  was  duly  entered,  writing 
the  letter  of  application  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Ciaramelli 
and  forging  his  name.  The  fictitious  doctor  then  entered 
into  another  partnership  in  Glasgow,  actually  marrying 
under  the  name  of  Dr.  Ciaramelli,  and  did  some  monetary 
swindling,  then  left  for  Hungary.  Afterwards  he  got 
an  appointment  from  the  Bolivian  Government,  and  made 
more  false  attestations — of  illness  this  time— to  escape. 
In  1910  he  became  a  member  of  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  got  on  six  Insurance  panels.  Dr.  Bateman  by 
this  time  was  on  his  trail,  however;  he  had  established 
communication  with  the  veritable  Dr.  Ciaramelli  practising 
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at  New  York,  had  procured  witnesses,  and  he  proved 
the  charge  so  well  that  the  Council  promptly  decided  that 
the  name  of  Dr.  Ciaramelli  must  be  expunged  from  the 
Medical  Register. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  Herbert  Alfred  de  Pinna, 
M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.  Lond.,  who  was  convicted  at 
Chertsey  for  exposing  his  person.  The  case  had  been 
adjourned  from  the  last  session,  and  it  was  now  stated 
that  Mr.  de  Pinna  had  obtained  an  appointment  in  Western 
Australia,  where  he  is  doing  useful  work.  The  Council 
decided  not  to  erase  his  name  from  the  Register. 

Curiously  enough,  the  next  case  had  its  counterpart  in 
a,  hearing  of  the  Council  two  years  ago,  when  it  was  the 
first  case  of  its  kind.  Alfred  Benson,  M.R.C.S.  Eng., 
M.B.  Oxford,  79  Maida  Vale,  W.,  was  summoned  on  the 
.charge  that  he  had  been  convicted  last  January  of  un- 
lawfully, falsely,  knowingly,  and  deceitfully  representing 
that  certain  declarations  made  by  him  upon  forms  of 
application  for  passports  for  certain  persons  named  Louis 
Kiseneyder  and  Lucas  Kiischneyder  respectively  were 
'true,  for  which  offences  he  was  fined  501.  As  there  was 
no  formal  complaint,  the  case  was  stated  by  the  Council's 
solicitor.  Dr.  Benson,  who  has  been  in  practice  for 
twenty-five  years  in  London,  conducted  his  case  himself. 
He  expressed  regret,  and  admitted  extraordinary  care- 
lessness. After  an  hour's  consideration  by  the  Council, 
the  President  told  Dr.  Benson  that  the  case  would  be 
adjourned  till  next  session,  when  he  would  have  to  appear 
again  and  satisfy  the  Council  as  to  the  propriety  of  his 
conduct  in  the  meantime. 

The  case  of  Dr.  Arthur  R.  Hooper,  Afonwen,  was  then 
taken  up,  but  had  not  been  completed  when  the  Council 
adjourned  for  the  day. 


TRADE  NOTES. 


Messes.  Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd.,  60-64  Artillery  Lane, 
{London,  E.,  have  had  their  telephones  altered  to 
"Avenue  5457."    They  have  three  lines. 

"  The  Care  of  Belting  "  is  the  title  of  a  book  issued 
by  Messrs.  Wallach  Bros.,  Ltd.,  17  Finsbury  Square, 
London,  E.C.,  which  will  interest  all  machinery  users. 
The  company's  advertisement  contains  an  offer  of  an 
•experimental  installation. 

Topical  Printing. — Messrs.  Suttley  &  Silverloek,  Ltd., 
printers,  Blackfriars  Road,  London,  S.E.,  note  in  this 
issue  some  new  lines  in  printing  referring  to  summer 
-specialities  and  Insurance  dispensing.  The  "Foot  Joy" 
foot-bath  powder  should  be  a  good  seller  if  the  present 
'hot  weather  continues. 

P.A.T.A.  Prices.— The  additions  to  the  Protected  List 
■during  May  are  :  Gibbs'  white  dog  soap  ;  Lacteol  du  Dr. 
Boucard  ;  Rheumaticure  ;  Schacht's  lecithin  preparations  ; 
Yardley's  olive  and  limes  bath-soap.  The  following  have 
■been  removed  :  Carabana  water ;  Miriam's  food  ;  Morlox 
{preparations  ;  Is.  l^d.  size  Zotos. 

Loans  for  Tradesmen. — Under  the  late  Samuel  Wilson 
'bequest,  loans  of  from  100Z.  to  300Z.  are  advanced  to 
■bona-fide  tradesmen  and  manufacturers  carrying  on  busi- 
ness in  the  City  of  London  or  within  five  miles  thereof. 
'The  loans  bear  interest  at  21.  per  cent.  See  the 
advertisement  in  our  Coloured  Supplement. 

Tablets  and  Pills. — Dr.  Franz  Stohr,  Ltd.,  6  Raimund- 
gasse,  Vienna  II.,  who  are  specialists  in  compressed 
"tablets,  pills,  and  capsules,  are  advertising  in  this  issue 
their  willingness  to  submit  samples  and  prices  of  these 
goods.  The  company  make  a  point  of  their  ability  to 
execute  special  orders  from  private  formulas. 

Iola  Shampoo-powder. — A  test  of  this  new  preparation 
proves  that  it  dissolves  instantly  in  boiling  water  and 
produces  a  fragrant  lather  which  leaves  the  hair  soft  and 
glossy  and  entirely  free  from  stickiness.  The  powder  is 
attractively^  put  up  in  a  strong  buff-coloured  pictorial 
•envelope  with  gold  lettering,  and  is  made  by  Messrs. 
Boulton  Macro,  Ltd.,  Stratford,  London,  E. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 

Brevities. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  is  to  invite  the  British  Association 
to  meet  there  in  1916. 

Miss  M.  I.  Bissett,  dispenser  at  the  Cardiff  Union  work- 
house, has  resigned  her  appointment  there. 

Messrs.  Mase  &  Partners,  15  King  Street,  West 
Smithfield,  London,  E.C.,  inform  us  that  the  "  Agmel  " 
syndicate  has  not  yet  been  formed,  but  is  in  course  of 
formation. 

Shops  Act. 

At  the  local  inquiry  held  by  the  Cornwall  County 
Council  at  Camborne  relative  to  the  operation  of  the 
Shops  Act,  the  hours  of  closing  suggested  for  pharmacists 
were  8  p.m.  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Fri- 
day, 1.30  p.m.  on  Thursday,  and  11  p.m.  on  Saturday. 
Mr.  I.  P.  Moffatt,  chemist  and  druggist,  suggested  that 
nine  o'clock  be  the  hour  for  closing  in  the  evening,  and 
that  chemists  should  be  allowed  to  open  for  two  hours 
on  the  afternoon  of  Thursdays.  He  said  a  lot  of  extra 
work  had  been  thrown  on  chemists  by  the  National 
Insurance  Act. 

The  exemption  order  for  Weymouth  chemists  re  the 
weekly  half-holiday  contains  the  following  provisions  : 

1.  This  Order,  which  may  be  cited  as  an  exemption  from 
the  weekly  half-holiday,  applies  to  all  chemists'  shops  in 
the  borough  of  Weymouth  and  Melcombo  Regis  in  which 
the  6ale  by  retail  of  (1)  drugs  and  chemicals,  (2)  infants' 
feeding-bottles  and  similar  sundries,  (3)  invalids'  and  in- 
fants' food,  (4)  nail  and  tooth  brushes,  (5)  perfumes  and 
toilet  articles,  (6)  disinfectants  and  all  poisonous  substances 
that  can  only  legally  be  sold  by  chemists  is  carried  on. 

2.  All  chemists'  shops  to  which  this  Order  applies  are 
hereby  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  Section  4  of  the 
Act  in  regard  to  closing  for  the  weekly  half -holiday. 
The  exemption  applies  for  the  whole  year,  but  the  chemists 
are  not  opening  on  the  afternoon  of  early-closing  day 
(Wednesday)  before  July  1. 

Earlier  Closing  for  Dispensaries. 
In  reporting  on  an  application  from  the  dispensers  to 
the  Camberwell  Guardians  that  they  be  allowed  to  close 
the  dispensaries  earlier  one  day  during  the  week,  the 
Board's  Visiting  Committee  states  that  the  hours  at 
present  are  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  during  the  winter  and  to 
6.30  p.m.  during  the  summer,  and  on  Saturdays  to  5  p.m. 
The  medical  officers  are  generally  in  favour  of  the  dis- 
pensaries being  closed  at  2  p.m.  oit  Saturdays.  The  ques- 
tion as  to  how  to  deal  with  the  comparatively  few  pre- 
scriptions presented  on  Saturdays  after  this  hour  was 
considered,  and  the  Committee  suggest  that  arrangements 
be  made  with  a  chemist  in  close  proximity  to  each  dis- 
pensary to  make  them  up.  Acting  on  this  proposal,  the 
Board  have  appointed  the  following  chemists,  who  will 
be  paid  at  the  Insurance  tariff  rates  :  Mr.  G.  F.  Egg, 
Peckham  Road,  S.E. ;  Greig's  Drug  Stores,  591  Old  Kent 
Road,  S.E. ;  Messrs.  J.  &  S.  Green,  60  Nunhead  Lane, 
S.E. 

Medical  Society  of  London. 
Sir  William  Whitla  delivered  the  annual  oration 
before  the  Medical  Society  of  London  on  May  28,  the 
title  being,  "  The  Trend  of  Thought  in  Recent  Phar- 
macological Research."  This  referred  especially  to  the 
application  to  medicine  of  the  principles  of  physics  and 
synthetic  chemistry.  He  said  the  essential  thing  to 
remember  is  that  it  is  not  the  number  or  nature  of  the 
atoms  building  up  a  chemical  compound  that  has  to  be 
considered,  but  the  plan  of  structure  by  which  they 
are  built  up  and  linked  together.  This  can  perhaps  best 
be  realised  by  recalling  that  there  are  no  fewer  than 
sixty-six  different  substances  each  of  which  contains 
six  atoms  of  carbon,  twelve  of  hydrogen,  and  four  of 
oxygen.  The  synthetical  chemist  has  it  in  his  power 
either  to  intensify  the  action  of  a  compound  or  to 
render  a  poisonous  drug  inert.  It  is,  however,  still 
impossible  for  the  pharmacologist  to  foretell  with  abso- 
lute certainty  the  physiological  or  therapeutical  action 
of  a  particular  untried  drug. 
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Contracts. 

Exeter  City  Council. — Holman,  Ham  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  and 
Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  the  supply  of  drugs. 

Shrewsbury  Town  Council. — Gouldbourn  &  Son, 
chemists,  Shrewsbury,  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants 
until  March  31  next. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  Hull  analyst  (Mr.  A.  R.  Tankard,  F.I.C.)  examined 
during  the  month  five  formal  samples  of  pepper,  and  the 
following  informal  samples  :  Sweet  spirit  of  nitre  4, 
cream  of  tartar  3,  crushed  linseed  2.  Of  these,  only  one 
sample  (pepper  containing  rice-flour)  was  adulterated. 

The  Cheshire  county  analyst  (Dr.  J.  Carter  Bell)  reports 
that  a  sample  of  orange  and  quinine  wine  submitted  to 
him  contained  99.9  per  cent,  of  water,  and  less  than  one- 
tenth  per  cent,  of  medicinal  matter.  It  had  no  value 
whatever,  as  tap-water  tinted  with  a  trace  of  harmless 
dye-stuff  would  be  equally  efficacious. 

The  Stepney  analyst  reports  having  examined  during 
the  past  quarter  four  samples  of  saffron,  two  each  of 
Blaud's  pills  and  liquorice  powder,  and  one  each  of  milk 
of  sulphur  and  olive  oil.  A  sample  of  Blaud's  pills  were 
45  per  cent,  deficient  in  iron  carbon-ate.  Proceedings 
were  taken  but  the  summons  was  dismissed  on  warranty. 
A  saffron  sample  contained  2.5  per  cent,  of  foreign 
mineral  matter,  and  the  vendor  was  fined  10s.,  with  2s. 
costs. 

Liverpool  Notes. 

Mr.  Harmood  Banner,  Lord  Mayor  of  Liverpool,  last 
Thursday  declared  the  Liverpool  Exhibition  open.  It 
is  to  remain  open  until  October.  If  a  success  it  is  to  be 
an  annual  affair. 

Mr.  L.  Moreton  Parry's  election  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  has  caused  jubilation  in  the  Liverpool  camp.  A 
portrait  of  the  new  Councillor  was  published  in  the 
"  Evening  Express  "  last  Friday. 

As  a  mark  of  esteem  to  Dr.  Chas.  Symes,  the  whole 
of  the  Council  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association 
have  been  asked  to  append  their  signatures  to  the  illu- 
minated address  which  is  to  be  presented  to  him  next 
Wednesday. 

The  warm  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has  brought  a 
big  demand  for  salines,  straw-hat  cleansers,  cloth  reno- 
vators, dyes,  and  thirst-quenchers  generally.  Flies  have 
appeared  in  places,  and  a  fair  number  of  fly-catchers 
have  been  sold. 

Manchester  Notes. 

Sir  Alfred  Hopkinson  has  tendered  his  resignation  as 
Vice-Chancellor  of  Manchester  University,  but  he  has  been 
asked  to  reconsider  his  decision. 

Dr.  Arthur  Lapworth,  F.R.S.,  who  was  Lecturer  in 
Chemistry  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  London,  when 
Professor  Collie  filled  the  Chemistry  chair,  and  who 
latterly  has  been  a  Lecturer  in  Physical  Chemistry  in  the 
Manchester  University,  has  been  appointed  to  succeed 
Professor  W.  H.  Perkin,  F.R.S.,  in  the  chair  of  Organic 
Chemistry.  Dr.  Charles  Weizmann  has  been  appointed 
Reader  in  Bio-Chemistry  at  the  University. 

Business  has  been  rather  quieter  after  the  Whitsuntide 
holidays.  There  was  a  remarkable  falling  off  in  Insur- 
ance prescriptions  during  Whit  week,  but  this  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  very  busy  time  in  most  pharmacies.  Chemists 
are  finding  very  little  difference  in  the  number  dispensed 
now  from  when  the  Insurance  Act  first  came  into  force. 
Many  of  the  public  who  used  to  buy  the  popular  quinine 
and  iron  tonics,  etc.,  are  now  getting  these  on  the  cheap. 

Midland  Notes. 

Birmingham  Technical  School  is  to  be  doubled  in  size  at 
a  cost  of  106,000^.,  exclusive  of  the  site. 

The  cost  of  the  disinfectants  used  in  the  epidemic  of 
scarlet-fever  at  St.  Anne's  Girl  School,  Abbots  Bromley, 
Staffs,  came  to  47?. 

Mr.  Horace  Crowther,  F.I.C,  Ph.C,  who  for  many 
years  has  been  chief  chemist  and  manager  for  Messrs. 
Chance  &  Hunt's  chemical-works,  Oldbury,  has  resigned 
his  appointment. 


Now  that  carbolic  disinfectants  should  be  sent  out  in 
special  containers,  local  authorities  are  ceasing  to  give 
these  away,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  proper  distri- 
butor of  these  goods. 

The  sudden  advent  of  hot  weather  has  led  to  a  great 
demand  for  mosquito  and  cooling  lotions.  "  Fizzing 
magnesia,"  lemon  kali,  and  ginger-beer  powders  have  also- 
become  the  order  of  the  day. 

A  demand  for  formaldehyde  has  sprung  up  among  the* 
farmers  of  Staffs,  Salop,  and  Cheshire,  who  are  using  it 
for  prevention  of  smut  in  wheat-seed.  It  is  used  in  the 
proportion  of  1  pint  to  40  or  50  gals,  of  water. 

Birmingham  doctors  and  chemists  met  this  week  to- 
discuss  better  pay  and  treatment  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Insurance  Act.  The  chemists'  case  was  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Councillor  Poole,  Mr.  Wm.  Shakespeare,  and  Mr. 
Barlow. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Guardians,  the- 
Chairman  gave  a  hearty  welcome  to  Mr.  W.  Shakespeare,, 
the  newly-elected  Guardian  for  Sparkbrook  Ward.  Mr. 
Shakespeare  has  had  good  experience  in  this  work  for 
several  years.  He  was  a  Guardian  when  Aston  was  not 
included  in  Birmingham. 

The  Marquis  of  Hertford  is  to  marry  Mrs.  Moss-Cockle- 
and  live  at  Rugley,  near  Alcester.  The  lady,  says  Robin 
Goodfellow,  of  the  "  Birmingham  Mail"  of  Saturday  last, 
is  the  widow  of  a  gentleman  who  made  an  immense  fortune 
out  of  a  proprietary  medicine  which  still  enjoys  a  wide- 
vogue  amongst  bilious  victims.  She  was  a  Dudley  lady,, 
and  on  the  death  of  her  husband  came  into  his  fortune. 

Isidore  Zeifert  Appeals. 

On  Monday,  May  26,  the  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal,. 
London,  dealt  with  the  application  for  leave  to  appeal 
made  by  Isidore  Zeifert,  who  was  sentenced  at  the 
London  County  Sessions  to  twenty-one  months'  hard 
labour  for  receiving  drugs  which  had  been  stolen  fromi 
the  premises  of  Messrs.  May  &  Baker,  Battersea.  Mr. 
Justice  Darling  said  the  prisoner  was  in  the  habit  pf 
receiving  drugs  from  a  number  of  men  who  were  em- 
ployed either  by  chemists  or  manufacturers,  and  one 
drug  he  received  was  worth  from  4Z.  to  5?.  a  lb.  He 
pleaded  guilty,  but  objected  to  the  sentence,  which,  how- 
ever, the  Court  considered  was  justified  by  the  offence.. 
Prom  Various  Courts. 

At  Accrington  on  May  21,  Edward  Leeming,  formerly- 
employed  as  a  porter  by  Mr.  W.  Thornber,  chemist  and 
druggist,  was  charged  with  breaking  into  the  latter's 
pharmacy  at  33  Blackburn  Road  and  taking  11.  2s.  3d. 
Prisoner,  who  admitted  the  offence,  was  remanded. 

At  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  May  26,  Henry- 
Strauss  (22),  described  as  a  chemist,  and  Arthur  Charles 
Little,  of  Leyton,  were  released  on  their  parents'  bail 
for  their  good  conduct.  (C.  &  D.,  May  24,  index 
folio  780.)  The  Magistrate  remarked  that  the  foolish 
young  men  had  committed  an  assault  by  pointing  a 
revolver  and  locking  the  door. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  Curator  of  the  PharmaceutciaE 
Society's  Museum,  gave  evidence  in  a  cattle-food  case  at 
Lincoln  which  ended  on  May  21.  This  related  to  whether 
it  was  usual  for  the  trade  to  accept  peas  containing  15  per 
cent,  of  mutter  peas  (Lathyrus  sativus).  Mr.  Holmes; 
stated  that  the  latter  were  undoubtedly  poisonous.  How- 
ever, the  jury  disagreed  among,  themselves  and  were 
discharged. 

At  Woolwich  Police  Court  on  May  24,  David  Still,, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Charlton,  appeared  on  an  ad- 
journed summons  in  respect  to  the  case  mentioned  briefly- 
last  week.  Evidence  was  given  by  Dr.  Lionel  Hooper 
of  his  examination  of  the  complainant  (a  girl  under  the- 
age  of  sixteen).  The  girl  also  gave  evidence,  and  was 
severely  cross-examined,  as  also  was  her  mother.  Detec- 
tive-Sergeant Kenning  stated  that  when  serving  the 
summons  on  the  defendant  he  said,  "  I  am  physically  in- 
capable;  it  is  blackmail."  The  hearing  was  again 
adjourned. 


It  is  Stated  that  the  Yokohama  Hygienic  Laboratory 
of  the  Home  Office  is  to  be  abolished  shortly. 
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SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Edinburgh. 

A  Leith  lady  doctor,  a  well-known  suffragist,  has 
fbeen  telling  an  interviewer  that  she  believes  her  move- 
ments are  being  shadowed,  even  when  she  is  engaged  in 
■visiting  patients. 

The  Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Golf  Club  held  their  annual 
competition  at  Gullane  on  May  20,  with  the  following 
results  :  First  prize,  with  medal,  J.  P.  Gibb  ;  second,  W. 
Jameson ;  third,  J.  Ritchie. 

May  28,  the  great  "  flitting "  day  in  Scotland,  is 
usually  heralded  by  numerous  customers  endeavouring 
••to  foist  upon  unwilling  pharmacists  "  a  few  bottles  we've 
got  from  you  lately " ;  but  this  year  has  been  a  record 
for  this  sort  of  thing.  In  some  districts  bottles  seem 
to  have  been  springing  up  like  Jonah's  gourd,  and 
■cheerful  optimists  keep  on  arriving  with  fresh  supplies 
•of  grimy  vials.    Verily  the  Insurance  Act  is  now  a  fact. 

It  is  reported  that  a  joint  committee,  composed  of 
representatives  of  the  Edinburgh  Merchant  Company,  the 
Edinburgh  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Leith  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Scottish  Trade  Protection  Society,  and 
the  Merchants  of  Edinburgh  Central  Guild,  sent  out  a 
list  of  questions  in  order  to  elicit  the  opinion  of  shop- 
keepers and  others  as  to  what  changes  are  desirable 
in  the  Shops  Act.  From  the  replies  received,  it  is 
■stated,  chemists  are,  with  one  exception,  against  com- 
pulsory closing.  Our  correspondent  remarks  that  this  is 
absurd.  He  has  made  special  inquiry  and  cannot  find 
more  than  six  chemists  who  have  even  seen  the  voting- 
paper. 

Glasgow  and  the  West. 

Locums  are  this  year  in  greater  demand  than  ever. 
The  Insurance  Act  and  Shops  Act  are  responsible  in 
igreat  measure. 

A  new  shop  has  been  opened  in  Garscube  Road  by 
Laidlaw's,  Ltd.,  next  door  to  the  premises  of  Mr.  W. 
Howan,  chemist,  who  is  now  a  director  of  that  company. 
'Consequently  his  shop  has  been  closed. 

Mr.  William  Thomson,  chemist  and  dmggist,  Dumbar- 
ton Road,  Partick,  is  removing  to  larger  and  more  com- 
modious premises  on  the  other  side  of  the  street,  almost 
•directly  opposite  his  present  shop. 

Mr.  Robert  Martin  Jack,  chemist  and  druggist,  for- 
merly of  Lochgilphead,  has  purchased  the  business  carried 
■on  at  187  Hyndland  Road,  Glasgow,  by  the  late  Mr.  John 
Mclntyre,  and  will  continue  it  under  the  old  firm  name 
•of  J.  H.  Mclntyre. 

Dr.  Alexander  Davidson  (who  passed  the  Minor  from 
the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy  and  was  an  assistant 
with  Messrs.  Frazer  &  Green,  Ltd.,  and  latterly  with 
Messrs.  John  McMillan,  Ltd.,  St.  George's  Cross)  has 
accepted  a  medical  assistantship  in  Bothwell.  Dr.  David- 
son graduated  at  Glasgow  University  about  a  year  ago. 

By  a  mutual  will  Miss  Jeanie  Pollok,  Pollokshields,  and 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Gilchrist,  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  wish 
of  their  brother,  the  late  Dr.  Robert  Pollok,  to  whose  means 
and  estate  they  succeeded,  directed  their  trustees  to  pay 
10,000?.  to  the  University  of  Glasgow  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  a  lectureship,  for  research  in  materia  medica,  to 
be  called  the  "  Dr.  Robert  Pollok  Lectureship  in  Materia 
Medica,"  and  10,000Z.  to  the  Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow, 
for  the  purpose  of  endowing  a  ward  therein,  to  be  called 
-the  "  Dr.  Robert  Poilok  Ward."  Between  thirty-five  and 
forty  years  ago  Dr.  Pollok  succeeded  to  the  branch  busi- 
ness, 126  Gloucester  Street,  Glasgow,  of  the  firm  of  J.  &  R. 
Rodman,  dispensing  chemists.  Dr.  Pollok  had  up  to  that 
time  been  assistant  with  an  Argyle  Street  doctor.  He 
worked  up  a  fine  connection  in  the  Paisley  Road  district, 
and  ultimately,  with  the  help  of  his  sisters,  he  carried  on  a 
nursing  home  at  Pollokshields,  which  proved  a  very  success- 
ful venture.    He  died  about  two  years  ago. 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending-  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  James  O'Donnell,  proprietor  of  the  Navan  Medical 
Hall,  has  opened  a  medical  hall  in  Trim. 

Dr.  Alfred  J.  Barnes,  Ph.C,  the  Harcourt  Pharmacy, 
Dublin,  has  won  a  pianoforte,  value  751. ,  in  a  competition 
started  by  a  London  newspaper. 

Mr.  David  O' Sullivan,  M.B.,  Ph.C,  formerly  manager 
of  the  Rathmines  branch  pharmacy  of  Hamilton,  Long  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Dublin,  has  obtained  the  diploma  in  Public 
Health  of  the  National  University  of  Ireland. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  South  Belfast  Unionist 
Association  on  May  23,  Mr.  Wm.  McMullan  (Messrs. 
Thos.  McMullan  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists)  was  elected  a 
Vice-President  of  the  Association,  and  Mr.  D.  W.  Elliott, 
Ph.C,  Shaftesbury  Square,  a  member  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee. 

At  Londonderry  Board  of  Guardians  on  May  24,  Dr. 
Hamilton,  medical  officer,  Fahan,  wrote  enclosing  an 
account  for  8s.  6d.  incurred  by  him  for  packing  and  cart- 
ing medicines  and  empties  to  and  from  the  railway  station. 
As  it  was  the  Guardians  who  instructed  him  to  pay  this,  he 
considered  them  liable  to  him  for  the  amount.  Mr.  Hanna 
said  the  contractor  agreed  to  pay  any  reasonable  expense 
incurred  in  returning  empties.  It  was  agreed  that  they 
should  inform  the  contractor  that  if  he  wants  his  empties 
promptly  returned  he  must  pay  the  expenses  incurred. 


FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 

Preparing  for  The  Hague  Conference. — A  French 
"Committee  of  Patronage"  has  been  formed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  eleventh  International  Pharmacy  Congress 
to  be  held  at  The  Hague  next  September.  Among  its 
members  are  Professors  Behal,  Bourquelot,  Grimbert, 
Moureu  and  Perrot,  Director  Guignard  and  Assistant- 
Professor  Herissey,  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy.  It 
also  includes  MM.  Barthe  Blarez,  Boutron,  Brcemer, 
Domergue,  Florence,  Gerard,  Grelot,  Herail,  Huguet, 
Jadin,  Lahat,  Massol,  Punier,  Collin,  Leger,  Boutes,  Cor- 
dier,  Gamel,  Guinochet,  H.  Martin,  Marty,  Patein, 
Pegurier,  Vaudin,  and  Crinon.  M.  Gautier,  Director  of 
the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  is  Chairman,  and  M. 
Collard  Secretary. 

The  "Patent"  Question  at  Marseilles. — The  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  French  General  Association  of 
Retail  Pharmacists  (Association  Generale  des  Syndicats 
Pharmaceutiques)  is  to  be  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  Mar- 
seilles, on  June  11.  Apart  from  the  usual  business,  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer's  annual  report,  revision  of 
statutes,  elections,  etc.,  a  lively  debate  on  the  patent- 
medicine  question  seems  probable.  The  exact  point  of 
issue  is  whether  the  A. CP.  (Association  Confraternelle 
do  Publicite)  ought  to  be  supported,  as  it  is  at  present, 
by  certain  sections  of  the  Association.  As  the  Paris 
Association  puts  it,  "  The  existence  of  patents  having 
undoubtedly  demonstrated  the  resources  of  retail  pharma- 
cists, ought  these  latter,  in  the  hope  of  a  possible  doubtful 
old-age  pension  scheme  which  is  proposed,  to  contribute 
to  develop  the  trade  in  proprietaries  by  advertising,  among 
a  large  number  of  doctors,  in  its  favour?  "  The  Nationale 
Reglementation  (French  P.A.T.A.)  will,  as  usual,  attach 
its  annual  gathering  to  that  of  the  General  Association. 
The  price-protectors  meet  at  8  p.m.  on  June  10,  at  Mar- 
seilies_  (3  Rue  Dugommier).  It  may  be  recalled  that  the 
majority  of  pharmacists  in  Southern  France  appear  un- 
favourable to  patent  medicines. 

Foreign  Patent  Medicines  in  France. — There  is  a 
certain  restlessness  in  French  pharmaceutical  circles  at 
the  present  moment,  owing  to  the  pharmacy  inspectors  of 
Paris  having  of  late  taken  a  good  deal  more  than  their 
customary  interest  in  foreign  patent  medicines  offered 
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for  sale  here.  The  subject  of  patent  medicines  in  France 
is  a  well-worn  one,  which  has  had  frequent  attention  in 
the  C.  <Sc  D.  during  the  last  thirty  years,  but  it  has 
become  a  topical  subject  again  owing  to  a  firm  of 
British  chemists  in  Paris  having  been  summoned  re- 
cently. The  case  against  them  was  that  they  had 
imported,  by  surreptitious  means,  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  foreign  pharmaceutical  specialities,  but  it  should 
be  made  clear  that  the  prosecution  does  not  appear  to 
be  directed  against  them  personally,  but  was  apparently 
more  in  the  form  of  a  test-case.  The  plaintiff  was 
the  Director-General  of  the  French  Customs,  his  de- 
partment being  the  "  frontier  guard "  in  matters  of 
importation.  The  summons  was  by  no  means  instituted 
specifically  against  British  and  American  preparations, 
as  might  be  imagined  from  certain  reports,  for  one 
must  not  lose  eight  of  the  fact  that  certain  Continental 
neighbours  of  France  are  large  producers  of  pharma- 
ceutical specialities.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the 
French  law  regulating  the  sale  of  patent  medicines  is 
paradoxical,  and  its  application  in  a  practical  way  takes 
both  dealers  and  manufacturers  on  rather  thin  ice.  In 
the  first  place,  the  sale  of  patent  medicines  in  this 
country  is  illegal  according  to  the  text  of  an  antiquated 
law,  but  it  is  tolerated  by  long-established  custom 
pending  amendment,  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
constant  discussion  for  many  years  past,  and  at  the 
present  time  at  least  two  texts  of  new  pharmacy  laws 
•are  before  the  French  Parliament.  Again,  the  im- 
portation of  patent  medicines  from  abroad  is  prohibited 
in  principle.  The  text  of  the  law  on  this  subject  is 
brief  and  precise.  But  such  preparations  may  be  intro- 
duced into  the  country,  firstly,  under  condition  of 
obtaining  a  special  permission,  which,  however,  is  but 
sparingly  given  and  only  a  limited  number  of  articles 
are  so  admitted ;  secondly,  in  small  quantities  at  a 
time  for  personal  consumption,  concerning  which  no 
great  difficulty  appears  to  be  made.  But  for  a  number 
of  years  the  sale  of  practically  all  the  non-admitted 
articles  (and  consequently  the  importation  also  by  more 
or  less  direct  methods)  has  been  tolerated  in  France,  and 
it  is  only  when  the  trade  has  begun  to  take  fairly  large 
proportions  that  action  is  taken  by  the  authorities. 
The  position  is  that  although  patent  medicines  (pharma- 
ceutical preparations)  cannot  be  legally  sold  in  France, 
under  certain  conditions  they  may  be  imported.  This 
seems  to  be  an  attempt  to  give  legality  to  an  illegal 
position.  One  of  the  results  of  this  state  of  things 
is  that  from  time  to  time  various  foreign  preparations 
have  been  imitated  here  with  such  an  excellent  atten- 
tion to  detail  that  the  owners  of  the  articles  could  only 
recognise  the  imitations  through  the  absence  of  the 
private  mark.  Henry's  Magnesia  was  a  striking  example 
of  this.  The  pirates  went  so  far  as  to  imitate  the 
British  revenue  stamp  in  order  to  make  the  fraud  the 
more  complete,  but  they  failed  at  making  a  decent 
imitation  of  the  product  itself,  and  were  prosecuted  and 
brought  to  book.  Imitations  of  this  kind  have  probably 
been  numerous  and  profitable  in  the  past,  for  they  are 
usually  only  traced  by  accident.  A  good  many  foreign 
houses  are  now  using  the  very  apparent  means  of 
having  their  preparations  made  in  France  under  their 
own  control.  This  course  has  been  followed  with 
marked  success  in  various  instances,  but  the  products 
under  these  conditions  must  bear  the  name  of  a  phar- 
macist (not  necessarily  a  French  subject)  holding  the 
French  diploma  of  pharmacy.  It  should  not  altogether 
be  lost  sight  of  that  this  proceeding  practically  amounts 
to  a  toleration,  but  there  seems  little  likelihood  of  the 
arrangement  being  interfered  with.  The  question  arises  : 
Is  there  a  probability  of  the  stringent  regulations 
regarding  the  importation  of  patent  medicines  into 
France  being  modified  ?  It  must  be  admitted  that  the 
subject  is  likely  to  remain  an  open  one  for  some  time. 
The  tide  of  French  travel  from  abroad  is  constantly 
rising,  and  is  a  source  of  great  wealth  to  France,  so 
that  enlightened  statesmen  would  seem  likelv  to  give 
visitors  every  facility  for  feeling  as  much  as  possible 
at  home  here,  and  to  be  able  to  obtain  easily  the 
remedies  one  is  used  to  is  surely  a  means  to  that  desir- 


able end.  On  the  other  hand,  from  the  purely  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  can  French  pharmacists  be- 
looked  to  in  the  matter  of  supporting  the  removal  of  a. 
prohibition  which  would  probably  mean  a  considerable- 
influx  of  foreign  preparations  ?  This,  too,  may  be  left 
as  an  open  question.  The  attention  of  the  British  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  in  Paris  has  been  called  to  the  diffi- 
culties arising  from  the  present  state  of  the  legislation 
in  France,  but  that  influential  body  necessarily  finds 
itself  handicapped  in  taking  steps  where  the  parties 
interested  are  in  conflict  with  the  law,  established/ 
custom  notwithstanding. 


CANADIAN  NEWS. 

(From  the  "C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


British  Columbia. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  oif 
the  British  Columbia  Pharmaceutical  Association1  on 
June  12,  Mr.  E.  S.  Knowlton  intends  to  move  a  motion, 
giving  power  to  raise  the  membership  fees.  A  by-law 
was  adopted  at  the  November  meeting  that  no  chemist 
and  druggist  is  eligible  for  election  on  the  Council  unles3 
he  is  actually  in  practice.  This  has  to  be  approved  by  a 
general  meeting  of  the  members  irr  Vancouver  on  June  127 
and  afterwards  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council. 

Na-Dru  Co. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Drug, 
and  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  which  was  held  in  May,  was. 
followed  by  a  conference  of  the  managers  of  the  fourteen, 
branches  throughout  Canada.  Mr.  C.  W.  Tinling,  the 
general  manager,  has  been  elected  a  vice-president.  The 
directors  have  decided  to  call  a  special  general  meeting, 
of  the  shareholders  on  June  3  to  sanction  a  resolution, 
increasing  the  capital  by  $2,000,000,  divided  into  200,000. 
six-per-cent.  cumulative  first  preference  shares  of  11.  each 
and  10,000  seven-per-cent.  preference  shares  of  $100 
each.  The  intention  is  to  offer  the  first  preference  shares- 
in  England  (where  all  the  present  first  preference  shares 
are  held)  at  a  price  equivalent  to  105.  The  President., 
Mr.  D.  W.  Bole,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Tinling  have  just  re- 
turned from  England,  where  arrangements  were  made  for 
placing  the  stock.  The  company's  present  authorised 
capital  is  $5,996,667,  of  which  the  following  is  outstand- 
ing :  384,524  six-per-cent.  cumulative  first  preference- 
shares  of  11.  each,  equivalent  to  $1,871,350 ;  12,274  sevenr 
per-cent.  preference  shares  of  $100  each,  equivalent  tc- 
$1,227,400;  and  18,357  ordinalry  shares  of  $100  each,, 
equivalent  to  $1,835,700.  The  first  preference  shares, 
which  are  held  by  1,720  shareholders  in  England,  have  a 
market  quotation  of  112  to  115. 


INDIA  AND  THE  EAST. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


Mr.  A.  Mackintosh  Stewart,  F.C.S.,  is  sailing  by  the 
s.s.  Oxfordshire  from  Rangoon,  and  hopes  to  be  in 
London  about  the  first  week  in  July. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Eobinson,  of  Messrs.  Thomson  &  Taylor,, 
chemists,  Bombay,  sailed  by  the  s.s.  City  of  Birmingham 
on  May  7  for  London.  Letters  may  be  addressed  to. 
him,  c/o  Messrs.  Tulloch  &  Co.,  4  Fenchurch  Avenuer 
London,  E.C. 

Volunteer  Bifle- shooting. — The  cup  presented  by 
Mr.  A.  M.  Stewart,  F.C.S.,  to  the  Penang  Volunteer 
Rifle  Club  was  shot  for  on  April  13,  and  was  won  by 
Private  R.  H.  Reid,  chemist  and  druggist,  with  a  net 
score  of  101.1.  Corporal  J.  Dowty,  another  chemist,  was 
placed  at  98.24.  On  April  27  the  monthly  shoot  of  the- 
club  took  place,  and  the  positions  of  the  chemists  were- 
reversed,  Corporal  J.  Dowty  being  fifth,  with  99.4;  Mr. 
A.  M.  Stewart  sixth,  with  99.12;  and  Private  ReidJ 
eleventh,  with  96.84. 

Mr.  James  Welch,  of  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Thomson  & 
Taylor,  chemists,  35  Esplanade  Road,  Bombay,  has  been 
admitted  a  partner  of  the  firm,  which  now  consists  of 
Mr.  Charles  B.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Welch,  the  business 
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feeing  continued  as  Thomson  &  Taylor.  It  was  esta- 
blished in  1872,  and.  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  in 
the  city.  Mr.  Welch  is  a  native  of  Edinburgh,  and  is 
the  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Welch,  of  Messrs.  Gardiner  & 
Ainslie,  George  Street,  there.  He  was  apprenticed  to 
Mr.  Charles  Thomson,  Anstruther,  Fife,  after  which  he 
went  to  Edinburgh,  and  was  for  some  time  on  the  staff  of 
Messrs.  Pinkerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists, 
and  afterwards  with  Mr.  E.  W.  Dunne.  He  passed  the 
Minor  examination  in  April  1903,  and  subsequently  was 
with  Messrs.  Jeans  &  Co.,  Manchester.  He  went  out  to 
Messrs.  Thomson  &  Taylor  in  the  early  part  of  1904  and 
has  made  steady  progress  since,  both  in  the  business  and 
in  commercial  and  social  circles  of  Bombay. 

Cocaine  in  the  Punjab. — According  to  the  "  British 
Medical  Journal,"  revised  rules  regulating  the  import 
and  possession  of  cocaine  in  the  Punjab  have  recently 
been  published.  They  cover,  with  certain  exceptions,  all 
cocaine  preparations,  and  all  drugs,  synthetic  or  other, 
having  a  like  physiological  effect  to  that  of  cocaine. 
'The  quantities  of  such  drugs  allowed  to  be  possessed  by 
■certain  specified  persons  are  as  follows  : 

By  officers  of  Government,  such  drugs  as  come  into  their 
possession  in  the  course  of  their  official  duties ;  by  medical 
practitioners  (including  medical  and  veterinary  officers  of 
Government  when  engaged  in  private  practice)  up  to  the 
limit  of  half  an  ounce;  by  a  licensee,  up  to  the  limit  of  his 
licence;  by  any  other  person,  up  to  the  limit  of  such 
■quantity  as  he  may  have  purchased  on  the  prescription  of 
a  qualified  medical  practitioner.  The  preparations  of 
cocaine  specially  exempted  from  these  rules  are  as  follows : 
"Cocaine  used  in  impure  solutions  in  ointments  for  local 
application  and  made  nauseous  to  the  taste,  or  the  following 
Tjona-fide  proprietary  medicated  articles:  (1)  Toothache- 
drops.  (2)  Ear-drops.  (3)  Compound  tablets  of  lozenges 
composed  of — (a)  cocaine,  chlorate  of  potash,  and  borax : 
(6)  krameria  and  cocaine;  (c)  menthol,  cocaine,  and  red 
gum ;  (d)  benzoin  and  cocaine,  provided  that  they  are  stated 
by  the  makers  to  contain  not  more  than  grain  of  cocaine, 
novocain,  eucaine,  beta-eucaine,  and  beta-eucaino  lactate, 
or  holocaine  in  each  lozenge  or  tablet ;  and  certain  pro- 
prietary mixtures. 


AUSTRALASIAN  NEWS, 

"The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to 
all  the  members  of  nine  Societies  of  Chemists  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  and  to  many  other  Chemists  in  business 
there. 


New  South  Wales. 

Pharmaceutical  Society. — At  the  meeting  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  on  April  8,  Mr.  T.  M.  Snelson 
"was  elected  President.  It  was  decided  to  supply  to  every 
a'egistered  pharmacist  a  copy  of  the  Wages  Board  award 
"with  an  explanatory  note. 

The  Successor  to  Dr.  Ashburton  Thompson  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health,  Sydney,  is 
Dr.  Robert  Thomson  Paton.  He  is  M.D.  Brussels, 
E.R.C.S.  Edin.,  and  L.R.C.P.  Edin.  (1885).  He  is 
Government  Medical  Inspector  of  Charities,  and  is  an 
authority  on  Beri  Beri. 

Pharmacy  Board. — The  pharmacists  registered  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  on  April  8  included  two 
New  Zealand  chemists  and  Mr.  Frank  White,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Great  Britain. — At  a  special  meeting 
cm  April  3  the  report  was  considered  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee on  pharmacy  instruction  at  the  University.  The 
■salary  of  the  lecturer  in  pharmacy  is  to  be  400?.  a  year 
whole  time,  or  250L  if  the  person  appointed  engages  in 
private  business. 

Queensland. 

Drysdales,  Ltd.,  the  co-operative  pharmacy  of  which 
"the  shareholders  are  all  chemists  (see  C.  <k  D.,  Novem- 
ber 16,  1912,  Col.  Supp.),  is  increasing  its  capital  by  2,000?. 
Mr.  G.  J.  Mackay  has  been  appointed  managing  director. 

Victoria. 

Medical  Pharmacists. — At  the  Final  Medical  exami- 
nation of  the  University  of  Melbourne  held  in  March  five 
registered  pharmacists  secured  the  degrees  of  M.B.,  B.S. 


LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Crushed  Unseed.  —At  Woking  on  May  17,  John  J. 
Sheppard,  of  Goldsworth  Road,  Woking,  was  fined  10s.,  and 
20s.  costs,  for  selling  crushed  linseed  which  was  deficient  in 
oil  to  the  extent  of  33  per  cent,  and  contained  traces  of 
starch  and  a  number  of  mites,  both  living  and  dead. 

Medicine  for  Scholars.  —At  the  West  London  County 
Court  on  May  26,  Harrods'  Stores,  Ltd.,  sued  Mr.  Skellon, 
school  proprietor,  Woodmancott,  Lymington,  Hants,  for 
14/.  16s.  on  a  judgment  summons.  Plaintiffs'  representa- 
tive stated  that  the  debt  was  incurred  by  the  supply  of 
"medicine  and  so  on  for  the  scholars."  An  order  was 
made  for  payments  of  3/.  a  month. 

Insurance  Act  Pees.— At  Lambeth  County  Court  on 
May  26,  Judge  Parry  gave  judgment  in  the  case  as  to 
garnisheeing  a  panel  doctor's  fees  (C.  &  D.,  May  24,  index 
folio  783).  His  Honour  now  held  that,  while  the  fees  could 
be  garnisheed,  decisions  in  the  High  Court  show  that  he 
had  discretionary  powers  as  to  the  amount  that  he  could 
order  to  be  paid  out.  He  therefore  ordered  10/.  and  costs 
to  be  paid  to  the  plaintiff,  the  remainder  (33Z.  was  paid  into 
court  by  the  London  Insurance  Committee)  to  be  paid  to  the 
defendant. 

Damages  for  False  Imprisonment. —In     the  Lord 

Mayor's  Court  last  week,  before  the  Common  Serjeant  (Sir 
F.  Bosanquet,  K.C.)  and  a  jury,  William  Fuller,  fruit-seller, 
claimed  damages  for  false  imprisonment  from  Mr.  Carol 
Cofman,  managing  director  of  Cofman,  Actin  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
chemists,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C.  The  defence  raised  was 
that  a  51.  Bank  of  England  note  had  been  feloniously  stolen, 
and  that  the  defendant  had  reasonable  and  probable  cause 
for  suspecting  the  plaintiff  as  being  the  person  who  stole  it. 
After  hearing  the  plaintiff's  statement,  the  Common  Serjeant 
pointed  out  to  the  defendant  that  if  he  gave  the  plaintiff 
into  custody  there  was  no  defence  to  the  action,  unless  it 
was  proved  that  the  51.  note  was  actually  stolen.  The  de- 
fendant said  ho  had  never  charged  the  plaintiff.  The  latter 
went  voluntarily  with  his  assistant  to  Bishopsgate  Police 
Station  to  explain  matters.  He  had  never  said  he  charged 
the  plaintiff,  and  when  he  got  to  the  station,  having  heard 
that  the  note  had  been  found,  he  said  he  was  satisfied  at 
having  recovered  his  property,  and  on  the  advice  of  the 
station  inspector  he  withdrew  the  charge.  The  jury  found 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  awarded  him  25/.  Judgment  was 
entered  accordingly,  with  costs. 

Shaving-brush  Dispute. -In  the  City  of  London  Court, 
before  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C,  on  May  23,  a  claim  was 
made  by  Voilliot  Bros.,  manufacturers,  20  Great  Winchester 
Street,  E.C,  against  Preist  &  Co.,  514  Oxford  Street,  for 
9/.  6s.  5d.  for  badger-hair  shaving-brushes  supplied.  Mr. 
Penney,  plaintiffs'  counsel,  stated  that  on  May  7  defendant's 
ordered  from  the  plaintiffs  a  large  quantity  of  shaving- 
brushes.  There  were  two  separate  orders,  one  for  seven 
dozen  brushes  of  one  quality,  and  the  rest  of  an  inferior 
sort.  Defendants  had  refused  to  accept  the  brushes,  hence 
the  present  claim.  Mr.  Metcalf,  defendants'  counsel,  said 
that  they  ordered  2,700  shaving-brushes  for  delivery  in  July. 
Those  were  properly  delivered.  Then  there  was  an  order  for 
delivery  of  second-quality  shaving-brushes  in  August.  Three 
months  went  by,  and,  instead  of  delivering  in  August,  the 
plaintiffs  did  not  deliver  the  brushes  until  November. 
Meantime  the  defendants  had  supplied  themselves  with 
shaving-brushes  from  another  quarter.  Defendants  at  once 
promptly  rejected  the  goods,  owing  to  the  non-delivery  in 
time.  IPlaintiffs  said  it  was  an  oversight  that  the  goods  were 
not  delivered  earlier,  and  that  as  they  were  made  specially 
for  the  defendants  they  hoped  they  would  take  them.  After 
hearing  the  evidence,  his  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the 
defendants,  with  costs. 

Where  is  Page?—  In  the  Shorcditch  County  Court  on 
May  23,  before  Judge  Smyly,  K.C,  Adams,  Webster  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  chemical  manufacturers,  Hackney,  sued  J.  Spires, 
New  England,  Peterborough,  to  recover  21.  13s.  9d.  for 
chemicals  supplied.  Mr.  S.  Jones  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs, 
and  said  the  goods  were  sold  by  a  selling  agent,  named  Page, 
and  before  they  were  forwarded  an  invoice  was  sent,  on 
which  was  clearly  stated  in  red  print  that  no  selling  agent 
was  allowed  to  collect  accounts.  Despite  that,  the  defendant 
paid  Page,  and  as  he  had  never  paid  the  plaintiffs,  defendant 
would  have  to  pay  for  his  follv.  The  defendant  admitted 
having  had  the  goods,  but  said  that  he  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  dealing  in  the  goods  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  was  therefore 
willing  to  purchase  from  Page  when  he  offered  him  a  line. 
He  had  no  idea  that  Page  was  only  a  selling  agent,  and 
thought  he  was  disposing  of  goods  he  had  on  ha^nd.  As  to 
the  invoice,  he  admitted  receiving  it,  but  did  not  pay  the 
slightest  attention  to  it,  simply  paying  cash  on  delivery  to 
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complete  the  transaction.  Defendant  went  on  to  say  that 
another  person  had  a  portion  of  the  order,  and  he  now 
found  that  Page  had  made  a  profit  on  that,  as  well  as  draw- 
ing a  commission  from  the  plaintiffs.  Judge  Smyly  :  "  The 
result  of  all  this  is,  then,  that  Page  is  the  only  one  that  has 
made  any  money  out  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  he  seems 
to  have  made  it  both  ends.  (Laughter.)  I  must  say  I 
cannot  conceive  how  it  is  you  did  not  know  it  had  come 
some  distance,  as  it  is  marked  '  G.E.  Railway.'  "  De- 
fendant:  "  I  was  not  noticing;  I  simply  paid  on  delivery." 
Plaintiffs'  Representative:  "Page  is  a  general  commission 
agent.  He  sells  for  anybody."  Judge  Smyly  :  "  And  where 
is  Page  now?"  Defendant  (ruefully):  "He  has  left  the 
town,  so  far  as  I  can  make  out.  I  have  been  on  the  look-out 
for  him  in  connection  with  this  case,  but  have  had  no 
success."  Judge  Smyly  :  "  I  am  afraid,  in  the  face  of  this, 
that  you  will  have  to  pay  for  this  again.  I  do  not  see 
that  it  could  have  been  put  plainer  on  the  invoice.  It  is  a 
bad  job  for  you.  Has  Page  drawn  any  commission  for  this, 
or  only  asked  for  it?"  Plaintiffs'  Representative:  "He 
was  paid  a  commission  when  he  sent  the  order."  Judge 
Smyly  :  "It  seems  to  be  simply  .another  example  of  those 
cases  that  we  have  almost  daily,  where  presumed  business 
*  people  will  not  trouble  to  look  at  documents.  A  lot  of 
money  would  be  saved  in  business  if  people  would.  There 
must  be  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  for  11.  13s.  9d."  Judg- 
ment was  entered  accordingly,  with  costs. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Unl;ss  when  otherwise  stated  these  cases  have  been  heard  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  London. 

The  Sale  of  "  Cutoxine." 
An  action  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  a  chemical  material 
called  "  Cutoxine,"  which  was  said  to  be  used  for  cleansing 
cattle,  came  before  Mr.  Juctice  Bray  and  a  special  jury  in 
the  King's  Bench  Division  on  May  23,  when  the  defen- 
dants' counterclaim  in  the  action  Walpole  v.  Pearson's 
Antiseptic  Co.,  Ltd.,  was  heard.  In  this  action  the 
plaintiff,  Mr.  F.  0.  L.  Walpole,  M.R.C.V.S.,  Highgate, 
had  claimed  sums  from  the  defendant  company  under  an 
agreement,  and  had  secured  judgment,  and  the  Court  had 
now  solely  to  consider  the  defendant  company's  counter- 
claim, which  was  for  the  rescission  of  the  contract.  Mr. 
Hollis  Walker,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Woodgate  appeared  for 
the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendants  were  represented  by 
Mr.  Pollock,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Neilson.  The  facts  as  out- 
lined by  Mr.  Pollock,  in  opening  the  defendants'  counter- 
claim, were  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Walpole  had  patented  Cutoxine,  a  washing-soap  for 
cleansing  cattle.  He  discussed  with  Mr.  Wm.  Mackie,  secre- 
tary of  the  company,  the  question  of  putting  it  on  the 
market,  and  the  matter  was  ultimately  brought  before  the 
directors.  Plaintiff  said  the  cost  of  manufacture  was  4s. 
per  gal.  ;  he  said  he  wanted  a  royalty  of  5s.  per  gal.,  and 
that  he  always  sold  it  at  the  price  of  16s.  per  gal.,  so  that 
if  the  defendants  sold  at  16s.  they  would  have  7s.  per  gal. 
for  themselves.  Plaintiff  said  in  cases  where  5  gals,  or  more 
was  taken  he  reduced  the  charge  to  14s.  per  gal.,  and  that 
to  wholesale  houses  he  allowed  a  discount  of  15  per  cent. 
Negotiations  proceeded  on  this  basis,  and  the  terms  were 
ultimately  embodied  in  the  agreement.  By  this  the  com- 
pany were  to  pay  250Z.  of  the  preliminary  expenses,  and 
they  were  to  sell  800  gals,  in  the  first  year  as  a  minimum, 
960  in  the  second  year,  1,150  in  the  third  year,  1,380  in  the 
fourth  year,  and  1,650  in  the  fifth  year.  Ultimately  (said 
Mr.  Pollock)  they  found  that  people  who  were  being  charged 
16s.  said  they  had  been  able  to  get  it  below  that  figure,  and 
it  was  felt  that  many  clients,  not  wholesale  houses,  had 
more  than  15  per  cent,  discount.  This  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  plaintiff,  who  explained  that  there  were 
special  circumstances  for  these  prices.  Disagreements  arose, 
and  in  November  1911  plaintiff  issued  his  writ  for  instal- 
ments under  the  agreement  in  respect  to  which  judgment 
had  been  given  in  his  favour.  Defendants  now  asked  for 
the  rescission  of  the  contract.  They  had  found  that  all 
customers  got  15  per  cent,  discount,  that  in  thirty-eight  cases 
the  prices  that  had  previously  been  charged  were  less  than 
the  prices  stated,  that  the  wholesiale  houses  had  20  per  cent, 
discount,  and  that  the  cost  of  manufacture,  so  far  from  being 
4s.  per  gal.,  was  about  8^d.  per  gal.,  and  an  analysis  had 
proved  that  it  was  little  more  than  soft  soap.  The  de- 
fendants did  not  wish  to  have  to  sell  for  16s.  a  gal.  stuff 
that  cost  8j(Z.  a  gal.  to  manufacture,  and  they  asked  the 
Court  to  rescind  the  contract. 

After  evidence  from  Mr.  Wm.  Mackie,  Mr.  Pollock 
asked  permission  to  amend  the  counterclaim  in  reference 
to  the  heads  of  the  agreement.    Mr.  Justice  Bray  said  he 


was  disposed  to  allow  an  amendment,  but  it  must  be  ins 
writing,  and  the  case  would  have  to  be  re-tried  and  the 
jury  discharged.  After  some  discussion  it  was  arranged 
that  the  case  should  not  be  put  in  the  list  till  June  17 
next,  and  that  the  defendants  should  pay  the  costs  of  the 
day.    The  jury  were  discharged. 

Advertising  Osogen. 
In  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  May  23,  before  Mr, 
Justice  Rowlatt,  damages  far  alleged  b reach  of  con- 
tract were  claimed  by  Mr.  John  Edward  Harrison,  trad- 
ing as  the  Osogen  Co.,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.,  against 
Messrs.  D.  J.  Keymer  &  Co.,  of  Whitefriars  Street,  E.C.r 
advertising  agents. 

Mr.  Mackaskie,  who  represented  the  plaintiff,  said, 
that  his  client  claimed  damages  for  breach  of  contract 
to  advertise  "Osogen"  in  certain  Indian  papers.  Early 
in  1912  plaintiff  was  desirous  of  advertising  Osogen  ore 
a  pretty  considerable  scale  in  the  Indian  papers.  As- 
he had  done  business  previously  -with  Messrs.  Keymer 
&  Co.,  he  put  himself  into  communication  with  them,, 
and  entered  into  a  contract  with  regard  to  the  advertis- 
ing. By  atn  agreement  contained  partly  in  letters- 
between  the  parties,  and  made  partly  at  interviews 
during  February  to  April  1912  between  the  plaintiff 
and  Mr.  C.  D.  Falk,  representing  the  defendants,  Messrs. 
Keymer  &  Co.  undertook  to  insert  certain  advertisements- 
of  the  medicine  in  certain  newspapers  circulating  in 
India  and  Ceylon.  Blocks  of  the  advertisement  were 
supplied  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendants,  and  certain, 
advertisements  were  inserted.  The  defendants,  it  was- 
alleged  by  plaintiff,  failed  to  carry  out  their  con- 
tract in  regard  to  certain  dates  in  1912.  Those  were 
the  issue  of  June  26  of  the  "  Times  of  India  ";  July  9' 
of  the  "  Amrita  Bazar  P-atrika " ;  July  23  of  "The 
Statesman  "  and  "  Times  of  Ceylon."  The  advertise- 
ments were  discontinued,  stated  counsel,  owing  to  a 
man  called  Richter,  a  trade  rival,  sending  letters  to» 
the  newspapers.  Plaintiff's  contention,  said  counsel,  was 
that  it  did  not  matter  how  the  advertisements  were  dis- 
continued, but  the  result  of  the  discontinuance  was  a 
fall  in  the  sales. 

Mr.  Spencer  Bowen,  K.C.,  for  the  defendants,  said 
the  whole  point  was  how  his  Lordship  would  construe 
the  contract.  If  it  meant  that  the  defendants  agreed 
to  insert  those  advertisements  they  were  liable;  but  if 
it  only  meant  that  they  were  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  space,  then  they  were  not  liable. 

After  evidence,  in  the  course  of  which  the  sales  of 
Osogen  in  India  were  given  by  plaintiff's  counsel  as  : 
July,  115Z.  6s.  6d.  ;  August,  481.  Is.  Qd.  ;  and  September,. 
66/.  lis.  Id.,  on  Tuesday,  his  Lordship,  in  giving  judg- 
ment, said  that  on  the  whole  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
defendants  were  only  being  employed  to  use  all  due  dili- 
gence to  get  the  advertisements  into  the  papers  for  the 
plaintiff.  That  there  was  a  contract,  he  thought,  was 
clear.  He  thought  plaintiff's  case  failed  on  all  points., 
and  judgment  must  be  for  the  defendants,  with  costs. 

Weights  and  Measures  Act,  1878. 

A  Chemist  Fined. 

At  the  Wealdstone  Police  Court  on  May  27,  Percival 
S.  Gaubert,  chemist  and  druggist,  Wembley,  appeared  ini 
answer  to  two  summonses  charging  him  with  (1)  having 
on  April  8  unlawfully  had  in  his  possession  for  use  irt 
trade  a  1-lb.  and  a  4-oz.  weight  which  were  unjust,  in 
contravention  of  Section  25 ;  and  (2)  having  the  same 
weights  unstamped  in  contravention  of  Section  29.  Mr. 
C.  E.  Oldham,  weights  and  measures  inspector  to  the 
Middlesex  County  Council,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  Kirby 
(Messrs.  Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby,  solicitors)  appeared 
for  the  defence  and  tendered  a  plea  of  guilty. 

Edwin  H.  Marcham,  weights  and  measures  inspector, 
gave  evidence  as  to  the  facts,  stating  that  the  defendant 
had  been  warned  in  January.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Kirby 
he  stated  that  all  the  scales  and  weights  used  for  dis- 
pensing purposes  in  defendant's  shop  were  accurate. 

Mr.  Kirby  explained  to  the  Magistrates  that  the  facts 
stated  for  the  prosecution  could  not  be  disputed.  In 
extenuation  of  the  offence,  however,  he  had  to  explain 
that  the  weights  were  not  and  never  had  been  used* 
for  trade  purposes.      The   1-lb.    weight  was  used  for 
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weighing  the  babies  of  customers — a  practice  followed 
in  many  chemists'  establishments,  which  pleased  them 
and  did  no  harm  to  anybody. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Lilley  (Chairman  of  the  Justices)  :  But  they 
were  there  on  the  premises  where  trading  is  carried  on, 
and  the  law  is  clear  that  because  of  this  he  is  guilty  of  an 
offence. 

Mr.  Kirby  :  But  he  was  not  using  them  for  trade  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  Lilley  :  Whether  he  used  them  or  not  is  not  the 
point.  There  is  a  temptation  to  use  them  when  they 
are  on  the  premises. 

Mr.  Kirby  :  I  do  not  think  that  is  an  offence. 

Mr.  Lilley  :  He  has  pleaded  guilty.  Do  you  wish  to 
prove  now  that  they  were  not  used  for  trade '! 

Mr.  Kirby  :  Where  the  weight  was  it  ought  to  have 
been  stamped  with  the  correct  weight.  The  great  dis- 
tinction is  this,  that  the  weight  in  the  ordinary  course  is 
not  to  be  used  for  trade  purposes,  but  it  would  not  be 
an  offence  to  have  it  on  the  premises.  Defendant,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  thought  the  weight  was  still  on  the  baby- 
weighing  scale,  and  the  defective  4-oz.  weight  was  re- 
placed by  a  properly  stamped  one.  The  weights  were  only 
a  few  grains  short;  and  defendant,  who  was  about  _  to 
foe  married,  had  evidently  his  mind  too  fully  occupied 
with  making  the  necessary  arrangements  to  remember  the 
■caution1  he  received. 

Mr.  Gaubert  gave  evidence  in  support  of  this  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lilley  (after  consulting  with  his  colleagues  on 
the  Bench)  imposed  a  fine  of  10s.  and  costs  in  each  case. 
The  weights  were  confiscated. 

Revenue  Acts. 

Sale  of  Wine. 

At  the  Bradford  City  Police  Court  on  May  23,  Willie 
Sugden,  employed  by  Savage  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  wholesale 
and  retail  chemists,  Bradford,  was  summoned  for  selling 
port-wine  without  a  licence.  Mr.  J.  G.  Gunter  prose- 
cuted on  behalf  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  defendant 
was  unrepresented.  He  pleaded  that  he  had  a  licence 
at  present  in  his  name,  but  not  for  the  shop  in  which 
he  had  sold  the  wine.  Mr.  Gunter  explained  that  the 
defendant  sold  the  bottle  of  port-wine  to  a  police  con- 
stable who  was  sent  in  to  purchase  it.  Two  days  before 
the  date  of  the  offence  the  defendant  was  personally 
cautioned  and  told  that  he  himself  must  not  sell  the 
port-wine  unless  he  had  a  licence.  The  defendant  stated 
that  he  had  only  been  sent  to  the  shop  from  another 
'branch  for  three  weeks  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  chemists 
for  the  Insurance  Act.  It  would  have  taken  about  a 
fortnight  to  get  the  licence  through.  Inspector  Ingle 
said  the  defendant  promised  that  he  would  not  sell  any 
more  port-wine  until  he  got  a  permit.  He  had  got  a 
licence  since.  The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  pointed  out 
that  defendant  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  501.,  and  imposed 
one  of  10s.  and  7s.  costs,  or  five  days'  imprisonment. 

[The  Magistrate  subsequently  recalled  the  defendant,  and 
said  he  did  not  want  to  disqualify  the  man,  because  if  the 
penalty  he  had  imposed  would  have  that  effect  he  would 
reconsider  his  decision.  He  consulted  the  law  on  the  matter, 
and  found  that  the  penalty  would  not  affect  the  qualifica- 
tion of  the  defendant,  and  said  that,  shortly,  he  would  have 
to  pay  lis.} 

Unstamped  Skin-ointment. 

John  Megson,  manufacturer  of  a  skin-ointment,  carry- 
ing on  business  at  Manchester,  was  summoned  at  Oldham 
on  May  22  for  selling  boxes  of  dutiable  ointment 
unstamped.  Mr.  T.  G.  Gibson,  who  prosecuted  for 
the  Commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise,  explained  that 
the  defendant  induced  an  Oldham  hairdresser  to  act 
as  agent  for  the  sale  of  Marley's  Meegro  skin-ointment, 
and  sent  sample  boxes  to  him,  several  of  which  were  sold 
at  3d.  each,  unstamped.  With  the  boxes  were  circulars 
advertising  the  ointment  at  Is.  l^d. ,  and  these  circulars 
held  out  the  ointment  as  being  for  the  "  prevention,  cure, 
and  relief"  of  eczema,  etc. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Judson  (Manchester)  submitted  on  behalf 
of  the  defendant  that  the  boxes  were  only  samples,  and 
there  was  nothing  on  them  to  show  that  the  ointment 


was  held  out  to  be  for  the  relief,  cure,  or  prevention 
of  any  ailment  of  the  human  body.  Boxes  of  oint- 
ment turned  out  by  other  manufacturers  were  produced, 
and  it  was  stated  that  although  these  were  sold  at  2d. 
or  3c?.  and  that  they  held  out  to  be  for  the  relief  and 
cure  of  ailments,  the  manufacturers  were  not  prosecuted. 

Mr.  Gibson  asked  the  defendant  if  he  knew  that  all 
over  the  North  of  England  there  were  complaints  from 
Excise  officers  about  his  selling  of  the  ointment,  and  he 
replied  that  he  did  not  know.  Mr.  Gibson  said  that  the 
other  firms  mentioned  by  Mr.  Judson  were  not  prosecuted 
because  their  ointments  did  not  purport  to  relieve  or 
cure  diseases.  They  were  simply  advertised  as  being  for 
the  relief  or  cure  of  chapped  hands,  abrasions,  and  the 
like. 

Mr.  Judson  stated  that  defendant  stamped  his  shilling 
boxes  which  were  for  the  prevention,  etc.,  of  ail- 
ments held  out,  and  he  had  inquired  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  officials  at  Manchester  to  make  sure  that  he 
was  doing  right  with  the  sample  boxes. 

Mr.  Booth,  after  spending  a  considerable  time  in  the 
study  of  a  dusty  old  copy  of  the  Act,  said  with  emphasis 
that  the  Excise  laws  were  in  a  great  state  of  confusion. 
It  was  a  disgrace  to  the  Government  Department  con- 
cerned that  the  Acts  bearing  on  this  were  not  consolidated 
and  brought  up  to  date. 

After  considering  the  case  in  private  the  Bench  decided 
that  an  offence  had  been  committed,  and  imposed  a  fine 
of  20s.,  and  costs,  the  costs  to  be  the  ordinary  court  costs. 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 

New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning:  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

Joseph  A.  Hutchison,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  5,000/.,  in 
11.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical 
manufacturers,  etc.  The  subscribers  and  first  directors  are 
J.  A.  Hutchison  and  T.  Smith,  tar-distillers.  R.O.,  25  Hol- 
land Street,  Blackfriars,  London,  S.E. 

Lancashire  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.O.). — Capital  500?.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  drysaltery,  herbalists,  dealers  in  pharmaceutical 
and  other  preparations,  etc.  The  subscribers  and  firet 
directors  are  J.  Tomlinsun,  H.  Ingham,  and  Mrs.  M. 
Ingham.    R.O.,  151a  Accrington  Road,  Burnley. 

Amic  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  1,000?., 
in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manu- 
facturers of  and  dealers  in  earphones,  vibrators,  etc.,  and  to 
adopt  agreements  with  (1)  W.  V.  J.  Timms,  (2)  H.  Edwards, 
and  (3)  V.  D.  Evans.  The  first  directors  are  W.  W.  Allen, 
H.  Edwards,  and  W.  P.  Allen.  R.O.,  28  Albert  Embank- 
ment, London,  S.W. 

Knoll  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  3,000?.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  of  manufacturing 
chemists  and  druggists,  agents  for  pharmaceutical  sundries, 
etc.,  carried  on  by  M.  Dacge,  Dr.  A.  Knoll,  H.  Knoll,  and 
R.  Bommer  through  their  branch  in  London  as  Knoll  & 
Co.  The  first  directors  are  the  above  named.  Secretary : 
Walter  Braun.  R.O.,  8  Harp  Lane,  Lower  Thames  Street, 
London,  E.C 


Company  News. 

Gbeen's  Chemical  Engineering  Co.,  Ltd. — A  notice  of  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Clarke,  Doncaster,  as  receiver  on 
May  5,  1913,  has  been  filed. 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  year 
ended  March  31  states  that  there  is  a  balance  to  the  credit 
of  profit-and-loss  account  of  781,830?.,  which  with 
the  amount  of  61,220?.  brought  forward,  makes  a  total 
of  843,050?.  The  directors  recommend  an  interim  half- 
yearly  dividend  on  the  preference  capital  at  7  per  cent, 
per  annum,  paid  on  December  16,  1912,  41,381?.  ;  dividend 
now  to  be  paid  on  the  preference  capital  at  7  per  cent,  per 
annum,  47,826?.  ;  interim  half-yearly  dividend  on  the 
ordinary  capital  at  25  per  cent,  per  annum,  paid  on  De- 
cember'l6,  1912.  285,984?.;  dividend  now  to  be  paid  on  the 
ordinary  capital,  making  27^  per  cent,  for  the  year, 
343,180?.  j  amount  to  be  written  off  patents  account,  2,500?. ; 
balance  to  be  carried  forward,  122,179?. 
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DEED  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


Daniel,  Ellen  (widow),  trading-  as  S.  Daniels  &  Co., 
36  Regent  Street,  Swindon,  Chemist.— Trustee  :  G.  M.  White, 
C.A.,  14  Old  Jewry  Chambers,  London,  E.C.  Dated, 
May  21 ;  filed,  May  24.  Secured  creditors,  1,4002. ;  liabilities 
unsecured,  4552.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  642?.  The  creditors 
include :  Allen  &  Hanburys.  Ltd.  (Ml.)  ;  Burgoyne,  Bur- 
bidges  &  Co.  (742.) ;  W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  Ltd.  {111.)  ;  Butler 
&  Crispe  (12/.) ;  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.  (502.) ; 
May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (392.) ;  Manners  &  Hopkinson 
(302.) ;  Shirley  Bros.,  Ltd.  (152.)  ;  T.  Kerfoot  &  Co.,  Bardsley 
(182.) ;  J.  F.  Furnival,  Swindon  (722.). 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORTS. 


Re  Alfred  Henry  Cartwright,  Dover,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. — The  adjourned  public  examination  took  place  at 
the  Canterbury  Bankruptcy  Court  on  May  24.  In  reply  to 
the  solicitor  for  the  trustees,  debtor  said  the  only  document 
he  had  to  show  that  the  furniture  was  his  wife's  was  the 
receipt.  He  helped  his  wife  a  little  in  the  dental  business, 
and  she  helped  him  in  the  shop.  His  wife  had  over  1002. 
of  her  own  savings  when  they  married.  The  examination 
was  closed. 

Re  Frederick  Lloyd  Williams,  Ilfbrd,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. — Before  Judge  Tindal  Atkinson  last  week,  this 
debtor  applied  for  his  discharge  from  bankruptcy.  The 
Official  Receiver  said  the  debtor  began  business  at  Ilford  in 
1903  with  1002.  borrowed  from  an  aunt.  The  facts  he  re- 
ported against  debtor  were  that  the  assets  were  not  of  the 
value  of  10s.  in  the  pound,  that  debtor  had  not  kept  such 
books  of  account  as  were  usual  and  proper,  and  had  con- 
tinued to  trade  after  knowing  himself  to  be  insolvent. 
Debtor  said  he  was  now  managing  the  business  for  his  wife. 
She  paid  him  nothing,  but  he  drew  about  32.  a  week  from  the 
business.  He  just  managed  to  make  the  business  pay.  The 
solicitor  to  Mr.  W.  C.  Crawford  (the  petitioning  creditor) 
suggested  that  debtor  should  agree  to  a  judgment  of  502., 
failing  which  the  period  of  suspension  should  be  increased. 
To  this  the  debtor  replied  that  he  could  not  afford  502.,  and 
his  Honour  granted  the  discharge,  suspending  it  for  two 
years,  with  leave  to  debtor  to  agree  to  a  judgment  and  take 
his  immediate  discharge. 


BIRTHS. 


Chatfield. — On  May  23.  the  wife  of  A.  Fox  Chatfield, 
chemist  and  druggist,  99  East  Hill,  Dartford,  of  a  son. 

Geeen.- — At  262  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E.,  on 
May  22,  the  wife  of  James  Green,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  a  daughter. 

Welch. — At  St.  Helens,  Lanes,  on  May  26,  the  wife  of 
T  Salthouse  Welch,  chemist  and  druggist,  Secretary  of 
the  local  Pharmacists'  Association,  of  a  son. 


MARRIAGE, 


McCausland — James. — -At  St.  Paul's  Church,  Sketty, 
Glam.,  on  May  21,  Dr.  Joseph  McCausland,  of  Maesteg,  to 
Florence  Densor,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  A.  W.  James, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Sketty. 


DEATHS. 


Harman. — At  Grayswood  Place,  Haslemere,  on  May  26, 
Mr.  Alfred  Hugh  Harman,  aged  seventy.  Mr.  Harman 
was  founder  of  the  Britannia  Photographic  Plate  Co., 
the  forerunner  of  Ilford,  Ltd.,  the  first  manufacturers 
to  issue  dry  plates  at  a  popular  price.  Mr.  Harman 
was  a  generous  benefactor  to  the  Church. 

Jefferis. — On  May  21,  Mr.  Geo.  Graham  Jefferis,  aged 
sixty-three.  Mr.  Jefferis  was  for  thirty-seven  years  dis- 
penser at  the  Castle  Green  Dispensary,  Bristol,  resigning 
the  appointment  six  months  ago  on  account  of  failing 
health. 


Stocken. — At  1  Onslow  Villas,  Muswell  Hill  Road, 
London,  N.,_  on  May  27,  Mr.  James  Stocken,  L.D.S., 
aged  eighty-four.  Mr.  Stocken  became  a  licentiate  in 
dental  surgery  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
1875,  and  was  the  author  of  a  text-book  of  dental  materia 
medica  and  therapeutics,  the  first  edition  of  which  was 
published  in  1877.  Mr.  Stocken  had  lived  in  retirement 
for  some  years. 

Toogood. — At  Cottenham  Park,  West  Wimbledon,  on 
May  25,  Mr.  Thomas  Toogood,  aged  eighty-two.  Mr„ 
Toogood  had  been  associated 
for  over  fifty  years  with  the 
business  of  William  Toogood 
Ltd.,  founded  by  his  brother 
in  1825  and  incorporated  as 
a  limited  company  in  1905, 
since  when  Mr.  Toogood  had 
been  chairman  of  the  direc- 
tors. The  business  was  con- 
ducted in  the  West-end 
(Mount  Street  and  Heddon 
Street)  up  to  1909,  when  the 
offices  and  showrooms  were 
removed  to  77  Southwark 
Street,  S.E.  Mr.  Toogood 
had  not  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  the  business  for  the 
last  year,  owing  to  his  ad- 
vanced age,  the  management 
having  devolved  on  his  two  sons,  Mr.  William  L.  Toogood! 
and  Mr.  Edward  J.  Toogood,  who  are  directors,  and 
have  had  many  years'  experience  in  the  business.  His 
death,  which  was  due  to  .old  age,  will  be  regretted  by 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  the  drug-trade.  The  funeral 
took  place  at  Kensal  Green  Cemetery  on  May  29. 


Me.  T.  Toogood. 


PERSONALITIES. 

Notfis  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Mr.  Frank  Oldham,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market 
Place,  Wisbech,  has  been  placed  on  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace  for  Wisbech. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  Ph.C,  of  Mount  Pleasant  Road, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  has  been  appointed  D.C.  of  the  Homes- 
dale  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master. 

Mr.  Jack  Davies,  chemist  and  druggist,  10  Hannah 
Street,  Porth,  was  installed  Worshipful  Master  of  the 
Merlin  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  No.  1578,  Pontypridd,  on 
May  22. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Wain,  Ph.C,  17  Red  Lion  Square,  New- 
castle-under-Lyme,  was  appointed  Provincial  Junior 
Grand  Deacon  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Provincial 
Grand  Lodge  of  Staffordshire  Freemasons. 

The  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  or 
Research  by  Women  has  awarded  the  Ellen  Richards  prize- 
of  $1,000  to  Dr.  Ida  Smedley  (Mrs.  MacLean)  for  her 
work  on  the  bio-chemical  synthesis  of  fatty  acids. 

Mr.  Rawson  P.  Francis,  Ph.C,  of  Messrs.  Duerdira 
&  Sainsbury,  wholesale  druggists,  Melbourne,  and  a 
brother  of  Mr.  G.  Bult  Francis,  Ph.C,  has  arrived  on  a 
visit  to  this  country.  It  is  thirty-three  years  since  his 
last  visit.  He  may  be  addressed,  care  of  The  British 
Drug  Houses,  Ltd.,  22  to  30  Graham  Street,  City  Road, 
London,  N. 

Dr.  Samuel  Barnett  Schryver,  F.I.C,  F.C.S.,  Bio- 
chemist at  the  Research  Institute  of  the  Cancer  Hos- 
pital, Brompton  Road,  London,  has  been  appointed 
Assistant  Professor  of  Bio-chemistry  at  the  Imperial 
College  of  Science.  Dr.  Schryver  was  formerly  one  of 
the  assistants  to  Dr.  F.  B.  Power  at  the  Wellcome 
Chemical  Research  Laboratories. 

Bari  Almonds. — The  coming  season  appears  to  be  promis- 
ing well,  but  cannot  yet  be  considered  as  altogether  assured. 
At  present  the  outlook  is  for  about  two-thirds  to  three- 
fourths  of  a  normal  result,  but  it  is  feared  that  part  of  the 
fruit  may  fall  off  on  account  of  the  unusually  dry  winter, 
which  has  undoubtedly  weakened  the  trees. 
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PATENT  SPECIFICATIONS. 

Printed  copies  of  the  following  specifications  are  on  sale  (8d.  each) 
at  the  Patent  Office,  as  Southampton  Buildings,  London, 
W.C.,  a  fortnight  after  the  notice  of  acceptance  has  appeared 
in  the  "  Official  Journal  "  (Patents)  of  the  given  dates.  Per- 
sons desirous  of  opposing  the  grant  of  a  patent  must  do  so 
SB  the  prescribed  form  within  two  months  from  the  date  of 
the  "Journal"  in  which  the  notice  appeared. 


Specifications  Accepted, 

March  5,  1913. 

Sterilisation  of  Milk.    17554/11.  Shelmerdine. 
Emulsifying  Fat.   4505/12.  Blichfeldt. 
Clinical  Apparatus  for  Control  of  Temperature.  5585/12. 
Braidwood. 

Indurating  or  Mummifying  Bodies.  6095/12.  Fratar- 
cangeli. 

Acid-concentrating  Plant.    7728/12.  Harris. 

Elastic  Bandages.  8345/12.  Georg  Haertel,  Komman 
ditges  &  Haertel. 

Manufacture  of  Phospho-protein  Compounds  from  Fish 
8524/12.  :  Naamlooze  Vennootschap  Algemeene  Uitvinding 
Exploitatie  Maatschappij. 

Syringes  for  Medical  and  Surgical  Use.  10165/12 
Hughes. 

Massage  Instruments.    10847/12.  Wise. 

Nasal  Inhaler.    12853/12.  Abenheim. 

Inhaling  Apparatus.    13563/12.  Cenarro. 

Applying  Liquids  and  Powders  to  Material  by  Spray 
ing.    14590/12.  Loebel. 

Alkyl-derivatives  of  Hydrocupreine.  16619/12.  John 
son.    (Vereinigte  Chininfabriken  Zimmer  &  Co.) 

Sight-testing  Instrument.    18046/12.  Rogers. 

Manufacture  of  Chrome  Alum  by  Electrolysis.  1636/13 
Chaumat. 

March  12,  1913. 

Improving  Lubricating  Power  of  Oils.  2382/12.  Lecocq 
and  D'Orimont. 

Automatic  Analysis  of  Gas.  5039/12.  Woodroffe  and 
Boultbee. 

Treatment  of  Respiratory  Diseases.   5375/12.  Thomson. 

Massage  Apparatus.    9026/12.  Johansen. 

Manufacture  of  Ammonia  and  Hydrocyanic  Acid  from 
Calcium  Cyanamide.   14412/12.  Naef. 

Apparatus  for  the  Electrolysis  of  Alkali  Chlorides 
16779/12.    Johnson.    (Badische  Anilin-  und  Soda-Fabrik.) 

Chemical  Generators  of  Electricity.   20101/12.  Sozzi. 

Vending  of  Perfumes.    22745/12.  Heyl. 

Manufacture  of  Anthraquinone-a-carboxylic  Acid  and 
its  Derivatives.  22840/12.  Akt.-Ges.  fur  Anilin  Fabrika- 
tion. 

Manufacture  of  Therapeutically  Active  Substance  con- 
tained in  the  Hypophysis  Glands.  23655/12.  Imray. 
(Farbwerke  vorm.  Meistcr,  Lucius  &  Briining.) 

March  19.  1913. 

Tooth-brushes.   25668/11.   Hill  &  Davis. 

Anesthetic  Face-piece.    6085/12.  Prideaux. 

Manufacture  of  Barium  Oxide.  6176/12.  Chemischer 
Fabrik  Griinau  Landshoff  &  Meyer  Akt.-Ges.,  and  Kirchner. 

Electric  Medical  Appliance.    6645/12.  Braarup. 

Pressing  Substances  into  Blocks.   6859/12.  Marshall. 

Flavourings  for  Use  in  Brewing.   7616/12.  Gonville. 

Fumigating  and  Destroying  Vermin  in  Ships.  8216/12. 
Harker. 

Manufacture  of  l-cnL0H0-2-AMiN0-5-NAPHTH0L-7-snLPH0Nic 
Acid.  14151/12.  Newton.  (Farbenfabriken  vorm.  F.  Bayer 
&  Co.) 

Electrically-heated  Therapeutic  Appliances.  19267/12. 
De  Bernard  and  Ebbsmith. 

Remedial  and  Protective  Medicinal  Composition. 
19445/12.    Klopsoh  &  Schiever. 

Absorbent  Combs.    20626/12.  Maley. 

Recovering  and  Treating  Sulphurous  and  like  Gases. 
21476/12.  Peniakoff. 

Manufacture  of  Camphor  from  Bohneol  and  Isoborneol. 
24779/12.    Dr.  C.  Ruder  &  Co. 

Salve  for  Eczema.    2068/13.  Arnold. 

Ketobases  and  Ketodiamines  of  the  Formulae 

CH3-CO-CH  (R^_CfT2-N  (CH„)  2  and 
CH3-CO-C  (K)<gg:=gl(g«:JI 
(R  =  hydrogen  or  alkyl). 
25963/12.    Farbenfabriken  vorm.  F.  Bayer  &  Co. 


TRADE-MARKS, 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  must  be  stated  on  Form  T.M.  No.  7  (obtain- 
able at  Money  Order  Offices  for  £1)  and  lodged  with 
Mr.  W.  Temple  Franks,  Comptroller-General,  Patents  Office, 
25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C., 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned. 

The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  in  which  the  marks 
are  desired,  for  a  list  of  which,  with  particulars  as  to  registra- 
tion, see  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  p.  444. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  May  l!t.  1913.) 
"  Phormoid,"   for  a  food   (42);    "  Synthated,"  for  foot- 
powder  (48).      By  Tokalon,  Ltd.,  212  Great  Portland 

Street,  London,  W.    351,071,  349,919. 
"  St.  Jacob's  " ;  for  a  beef-and-malt  wine  (43).    By  W.  J. 

Rogers,  Ltd.,  Jacob  Street  Brewery,  Bristol.  350,800. 
"Churn,"  with  picture  of  same;    for  goods  (47)  and  for 

perfumery,   etc.    (48).       By  Hazlehurst    &   Sons,  Ltd., 

17  Highfield  Street,  Liverpool.  349,007/8. 
Oblong  label  with  word  "Nikola";  for  bath-salts  (48).  By 

Nikola  Chemical  Co.  Inc.,  449  West  Fifty-second  Street, 

Manhattan,  New  York,  U.S.A.  347,246. 
Label  device  with  words  "  Patrice  Aqua  Food  and  Water 

Softener"  and  facsimile  signature  "Marie  Patrice"; 

for  all  goods  (48).    By  P.  L.  Neil,  De  Montford  House, 

Streatham,  Surrey.  348,567. 
Label  device  with  words  "  Nivea  "  and    "P.  Beiersdorf 

&  Co.,  Hamburg  " ;   for  perfumed  soap  (48).    By  P. 

Beiersdorf  &  Co.,  Eidclstedter  Weg  38  to  42,  Hamburg. 

349,388. 

Device  of  seal  with  crown  (seal  disclaimed) ;  for  toilet 
borax  (48).  By  E.  Cogni  &  Co.,  30-36  Leadenhall  Build- 
ings, London,  E.C.  349,613. 

Label  device  with  word  "  Maliwan  "  ;  for  hair-lotion  (48). 
By  J.  &  E.  Atkinson,  Ltd.,  24  Old  Bond  Street,  London, 
W.  349,713. 

"  Murmure  de  Foret  " ;  for  perfumery,  etc.  (48).  By 
Yardley  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  105  Carpenter's  Road,  Stratford, 
E.  350,708. 

COMING  EVENTS. 

This  section  of  the  "C.  &  D."  is  reserved  for  advance  notices  of 
meetings  or  ether  events.  These  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor 
by  Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings,  etc.,  occur. 


Monday,  June  2. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  London  Section,  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  W.  P.  Dreaper 
on  "Precipitation  in  Aqueous  and  Colloidal  Systems": 
Messrs.  E.  K.  Rideal  and  U.  R.  Evans,  "  Some  Experi- 
ments on  the  Theory  of  Electro-tanning "  ;  Mr.  W.  R. 
Schoeller.  "An  Illustration  of  the  Partial  Pyrite  Pro- 
cess"; Dr.  J.  C.  Cain,  "The  Estimation  of  Alcohol 
in  Beer  by  Means  of  Malligand's  Ebullioscope "  :  Mr. 
G.  W.  Spatrew,  "  On  the  Joint  Action  of  Catalysing 
Agents :  Dehydration  of  Ethyl  Alcohol  and  Ethyl 
Ether."  ' 
"Wednesday,  June  4. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  16  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.  Council-meeting  and 
election  of  President  and  other  officers. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 

Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Exchange  Station  Hotel. 
Dinner  and  presentation  of  illuminated  address  to  Dr. 
Chas.  Symes  on  his  retirement  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council. 

Thursday,  June  5. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  3  p.m.  Professor  W.  J.  Pope  on  "The 
Structure  of  Crystals." 
Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  London,  W.,  at 
8.30  p.m.  Among  the  papers  to  be  communicated  aro 
the  following  :  "  The  Relationship  Between  the  Absorp- 
tion Spectra  and  Constitution  of  Piperine,  Nicotine, 
Cocaine,  Atropine,  Hvoscvamine.  and  Hvoscine,"  by 
Dr.  J.  J.  Dobbie  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Fox:  '"Equivalent 
Conductivities  of  Sodium  Hyponitrite,  Calcium  Hvdo- 
nitrite,  and  Hyponitrous  Acid,"  bv  Dr.  P.  C.  Ray  "and 
Messrs.  R.  Do  and  N.  Dhar ;  "  The  Constituents  of 
Hops,"  by  Dr.  F.  B.  Power  and  Messrs.  F.  Tutin  and 
H.  Rogerson ;  and  "  The  Nitrogenous  Constituents  of 
Hops,"  by  Mr.  A.  Chasten  Ch  apman. 
Or'eat,  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  156  King 
Street,  at  8  P.M.  Meeting. 


Index    Folio  825 


46 


THE   CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


May  31,  1913 


WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 


The  Week  in  Parliament. 


Parliament  Re-assembled 
on  Tuesday,  May  27,  after  the  Whitsun  recess.    The  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  judge  for  the  High  Courts  in 
London,  and  the  Appellate  Jurisdiction  Bill,  occupied  the 
time  of  the  House  of  Commons  until  11  o'clock. 

The  Amending  Insurance  Bill. 
The  announcement  conveyed  to  the  electors  in  the 
Altrincham  Division  by  the  Prime  Minister  on  the  eve 
of  the  poll  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
at  once  to  introduce  an  amending  Insurance  Bill  has  given 
the  liveliest  satisfaction  in  political  circles,  writes  our 
Parliamentary  correspondent,  although,  of  course,  it  has 
been  known  for  some  time  past  that  the  Government  were 
willing  to  amend  the  Act  in  whatever  respect  experience 
should  show  it  to  be  necessary.  The  new  Bill,  which 
has  already  been  drafted,  will  be  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Commons  next  week,  and  will  in  the  first  place  seek 
to  regularise  the  additional  payments  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  made  in  respect  to  medical 
benefit,  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Act  to  Ireland, 
and  to  redress  the  grievance  of  the  casual  labourer  by 
relieving  the  employer  who  engages  the  services  of  a 
casual  labourer  on  a  Monday  from  the  obligation  of  paying 
his  Insurance  tax  for  a  whole  week,  and  also  by  providing 
a  reduced  scale  of  benefits  for  casual  labourers  whose 
contributions  do  not  entitle  them  to  full  benefits. 

Celluloid  Regulations. 

The  City  of  London  (Celluloid  Regulations)  Bill  came 
up  for  second  reading  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wed- 
nesday evening. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Baird,  who  moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill, 
said  the  increasing  scarcity  of  ivory  had  led  to  the  em- 
ployment of  celluloid,  and  it  was  difficult  to  impose  regu- 
lations dealing  with  celluloid  alone.  After  the  regrettable 
fatality  in  Moorgate  Street  a  Departmental  Committee 
was  very  properly  appointed,  and  until  their  report  was 
presented  it  was  inadvisable  to  proceed  with  what  he 
termed  panicky  legislation.  It  had  been  found  that  in 
Holloway  Road  40  per  cent,  of  the  shops  deal  in  articles 
containing  celluloid,  and  5  per  cent,  would  be  a  high 
proportion  of  the  total  number  of  articles  into  the  com- 
position of  which  celluloid  enters.  The  trade  were  pre- 
pared to  submit  to  regulations,  but  they  preferred  to 
await  the  report  of  the  Home  Office  Committee,  believing 
that  the  Bill  would  hamper  and  dislocate  a  rising  in- 
dustry, and  thereby  lead  to  loss. 

Sir  J.  Croydon  Marks,  who  seconded  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill,  said  it  was  founded  upon  a  complete  misunder- 
standing. It  was  possible  to  carry  on  the  industry  with- 
out loss  of  life  or  inconvenience.  Such  an  industry  should 
not  be  hampered  in  one  district  more  than  another.  The 
City  Fathers,  in  his  view,  had  gone  mad  in  this  matter, 
the  more  so  as  the  manufacture  of  celluloid  did  not  take 
place  within  the  City  area. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Morton  defended  the  action  of  the  City 
Corporation,  and  said  they  did  not  desire  to  await  the 
report  of  the  Home  Office  Committee.  They  only  desired 
to  afford  immediate  protection  to  those  who  could  not 
help  themselves. 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  understood  that  celluloid  is  not 
liable  to  spontaneous  combustion,  and  is  not  more  inflam- 
mable than  the  ordinary  contents  of  a  draper's  shop. 

Mr.  Walter  Guinness  supported  the  second  reading,  and 
said  the  London  County  Council  are  introducing  even 
wider  proposals. 

Mr.  Maclean,  who  had  formally  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  said  the  chief  Government  chemist  is 
engaged  at  the  present  moment  in  making  practical  experi- 
ments for  the  guidance  of  the  Committee,  and  he  asked 
whether  it  was  worth  while  under  the  circumstances  to 
send  the  Bill  upstairs  to  a  Committee. 

Eventually  the  second  reading  was  negatived  by  127 
votes  to  forty-seven,  and  the  London  County  Council 
(General  Powers)  Bill,  which  proposes  to  deal  with  cine- 
matograph films,  celluloid,  and  dangerous  businesses,  was 
postponed. 


Postal  Address: 

C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "CHEMICUS  CANNON  LONDON  "  (two  words). 
Telephone  Number:  BANK  85a  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Would  any  reader  who  knows  please  inform  us  by  postcard  or 
telephone  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agents  or  makers  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries  : 


87/46. 
80/39. 
80/1. 
91/12. 
90/32. 
87/28. 
88/56. 
79/15. 
85/44. 
79/48. 
84/25. 
91/120. 
86/14. 
88/60. 
84/41. 
85/38. 
85/41. 
89/43. 
rood. 


"  Trigenol  "  :  suppliers. 
-  "  Musaffi  "  pills:  makers. 
"  Smobaza  "  :  who  supplies? 

"  Phsyco  "  cream  :  suppliers. 

"  Jubilee  "  brand  emery-paper. 

Lloyd's  Malarial  Fever  Mixture. 

"  Arausan  "  :  maker  or  supplier. 

Ditchfield's  Tonic  Drops  :  supply. 

Bayer's  elastic  bandages  :  supply. 

Nesbit-Evans  patent  hospital  bed. 

"Badminton"  flesh-brush:  supply. 
"  Ghans  Amycose  "  liquid  dentif  rice. 

Grafton's  clinical-thermometer  case  :  maker. 

"  Montsilko  "  pills  (remedy  for  seasickness). 

Neuvita  (Highwater  Laboratory  Co.)  :  address. 

Werner  &  Berkeley's  "  Essence  of  Sarsaparilla." 

"  Tab.  Iodopsopon  "  gr.  iij.  (0.05  gram)  :  supply. 

"  Paraffin.   Molle  Antieepticum,"  jars,  in  box- 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
following  articles  are  obtainable  wholesale.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
repeat  the  information  to  others  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Acetic  ether,  78/720 

"  Ajax  "  preparations,  88/54 

"  Antikito,"  80/39 

"  Anti-Suppurine,"  81/29 

Bauer  &  Black's  agents, 
89/33 

Bone  rings,  89/65 

Calvert's  "  Sweating  Es- 
sence," 87/22 

Citric-acid  makers  (for 
Turkey),  82/21 

Clockwork  figures  (for 
window-display),  80/72 

Crystolis,  89/64 

Einhorn's  asthma  spray, 
87/53 

Electrargol,  87/460 

"  Ever-trusty  "  respirators, 
88/55 

Glass  sputum-flasks,  87/52 
"  Globe  "  liquid  soap,  82/2 
Glycerin  and  cucumber  in 

tubes,  87/47 
Gre-Solvent,  85/50 
"  Gripfast  "  corn-plasters, 

89/15 

Hansen's  rennet  tablets, 
82/74 

Hibbert's  antiseptic  pre- 
parations, 84/16 

Indiarubber  sponges,  85/2 

Insectol,  87/57 

Kasolak.  88/53 

"  La  Merveilleuse  "  shav- 
ing-sticks, 88/60 

"  Le  Simplex  "  throat-swab, 
82/58 

Magnetic  carbon  discs,  74/74 
Metal-sprinkler  stoppers, 
88/19 


Microscopic  cover  glasses, 
85/30 

Miller's  moulded  hot-water 

bottles,  87/54 
"  Orchid  "  perfumes,  81/58 
"  Pelham  "     nasal  sprav, 

84/29 

Pernatrol  soar),  81/37 

Phatolene,  84/41 

Precipite  Rou^e  (for 
Turkey),  82/21 

Proctor's  pinelyptus  pas- 
tilles, 85/30 

Pyridine,  crude,  86/5 

Quassia  liquid,  Bentley's, 
81/67 

"Rex"  tooth-powder,  79/13 

Sanoforme,  87/46 

Smith's  potassium  com- 
pound, 85/51 

Soap-wrapping  machinery, 
89/35 

Soda.  carb.  crystals,  88/11 
Spermaceti  l'efiners,  85/16 
Sprays    and    perfumes  for 

cinemas,  89/13 
Superhposphates,  86/34 
Tartaric-acid  makers 

(Turkish  inquiry),  82/21_ 
Taylor's    automatic  disin- 

fectors,  86/58 
Tin  boxes,  88/52 
Valsol  preparations,  91/11 
Vibert-Lanquest    Freres  & 
Cie.  perfumery,  87/73 


Wallacite  : 
foods,  81/68 
Wyandotte  " 
ener,  87/45 


Stamina 
water-soft- 


A  Northern  Correspondent  informs  us  that  a  Shops  Act 
inspector  employed  by  a  Corporation  on  the  borders  of 
Cheshire  has  just  secured  an  additional  appointment— as 
Secretary  of  the  local  Tradesmen's  Association  ! 


Index    Folio  826 


May  31,  1913 


THE   CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


47 


OBSERVATIONS   AND  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


The  President's  Address 

at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  war,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  shorter  this 
year  than  usual,  and  contained  little  "with  which  anybody 
will  disagree  (the  discussion  which  followed  dealt  almost 
entirely  with  what  it  did  not  contain) ;  and  this  may 
be  taken  as  evidence  of  general  prosperity  and  a  reason- 
able approach  to  contentment.  Perhaps  Mr.  Allen's 
most  disputable  statement  is  the  epigram,  "  Perfection 
is  the  extractive  principle  of  error,"  by  which,  I  sup- 
pose, he  meant  that  we  only  attain  perfection  by  the 
elimination  of  error,  though  that  is  not  exactly  the  mean- 
ing of  what  he  said.  This,  however,  is  not  business. 
The  practical  point  touched  upon  by  the  President  upon 
which  a  difference  of  opinion  is  most  likely  to  occur — 
the  proposed  Assistants'  Qualification  Bill — seems, 
curiously  enough,  to  have  provoked  no  discussion. 
Instead  of  this,  speakers  generally,  from  Scotland  to 
Notting  Hill,  preferred  to  air  their  grievances  under  the 
Insurance  and  Shops  Acts,  of  which  we  have  already 
heard  ad  nauseam.  It  is  much  easier  to  criticise  past 
events  than  a  forward  policy,  but  thus  to  wrangle  over 
accomplished  facts  instead  of  trying  to  shape  the  future 
is  a  pitiable  confession  of  weakness.  Mr.  Barrett 
diagnosed  correctly 
The  Worst  Disease  of  Pharmacy 

ire  this  country  in  his  re- 
mark that  it  is  mainly  the  discontented  who  attend  these 
meetings,  and  it  is  people  of  this  class  who  are  mo£t 
voluble  when  they  do  meet.  If  the  "  rank  and  file  "  of 
the  trade,  and  such  would-be  captains  of  Adullam  as 
Mr.  Mackenzie  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Long,  would  interest' 
themselves  a  little  more  and  a  little  earlier  irr  the  pro- 
posals that  are  put  forth  from  time  to  time  for  our  guid- 
ance in  difficult  crises,  we  might  avoid  some  of  the 
errors  through  which  we  fail  of  perfection.  A  drop  of 
400  in  the  actual  number  of  those  voting  in  the 
election  of  the  Council,  coincident  with  an  increase  of 
400  eligible  voters,  is  the  practical  commentary  made 
in  advance  by  the  "  rank  and  file  "  on  that  part  of  the 
President's  speech  which  referred  to  the  mutual  confi- 
dence existing  between  the  leaders  and  the  led.  I  sup- 
pose I  shall  be  told  that  the  sheep  look  up  to  the 
shepherds  with  such  perfect  trust  that  nearly  three-fifths 
think  it  is  not  worth  taking  the  trouble  to  fill  in  their 
papers — a  condition  of  affairs  which,  however  complimen- 
tary it  may  appear,  is  not  without  its  dangers. 

The  H  anbury  Medal 

has  never  been  bestowed  on  a  more 
worthy  recipient  than  Dr.  F.  B.  Power,  and  I  congratu- 
late the  men  who  made  the  selection  on  having  honoured 
the  roll  of  Hanbury  medallists  by  placing  his  name  upon 
it.  I  have  had  the  great  felicity  of  knowing  Dr.  Power 
for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  I  can  confirm  your 
statement  as  to  the  singular  charm  and  genuineness  of 
his  character  and  the  modesty  with  which  he  carries  his 
honours.  He  is,  indeed,  the  least  like  the  typical 
American  of  any  I  have  ever  met,  and  when  we  come 
in  contact  with  men  of  his  mental  and  moral  fibre  belief 
comes  easy  in  Pope's  statement,  "An  honest  man's  the 
noblest  work  of  God."  The  value  of  the  work  that  Dr. 
Power  has  done  for  chemistry  and  pharmacy  in  this 
country  can  hardly  be  estimated.  It  is  work  that  pos- 
sesses the  massive  quality  of  solidity  and  honesty  through 
and  through ;  work  that  will  never  need  to  be  repeated. 
That  Dr.  Power  may  be  long  spared  to  wear  this  latest 
decoration  is,  I  am  sure,  the  heartfelt  wish  of  hundreds 


of  chemists  who  have  never  made  his  acquaintance,  no 
less  than  of  the  large  circle  who  prize  his  friendship.  The 
Suggestion  with  Respect  to  the  Minor  Examination 

made  by  one  of  your  correspondents  the  week  before 
last  ought  not  to  pass  without  remark.  If  it  is  true,  as 
the  facts  referred  to  seem  to  indicate,  that  to  meet  a 
temporary  dearth  of  assistants  candidates  are  just  now 
being  allowed  to  pass  on  easier  terms  than  usual,  the 
honour  of  the  Society  is  brought  into  question.  The 
Pharmacy  Act  was  not  passed  in  the  interest  of  the 
trade  merely,  but  ostensibly  at  least  in  that  of  the 
public  as  well,  or  chiefly.  The  examinations  are  supposed 
to  be  £uch  as  the  safety  of  the  public  demands — to  set 
up  a  standard  of  efficiency  necessary,  and  no  higher  than 
necessary,  to  that  end.  Tacitly  to  alter  this  standard 
in  either  direction  in  the  interest  of  the  trade  to  which 
the  examiners  belong,  to  set  up,  in  fact,  a  sliding  scale 
while  avowedly  adhering  to  a  rigid  standard,  is  neither 
fair  to  candidates  nor  is  it  keeping  faith  with  the  public. 
It  is  inevitable  that  the  stringency  of  the  examination 
should  vary  a  little  irr  individual  cases,  but  that  is  a  very 
different  thing  from  varying  it  as  a  matter  of  policy. 
If  the  Minor  has  been  found  too  stiff  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  case  the  fact  ought  frankly  to  be  stated 
and  the  new  departure  explained.  Whatever  the 
syllabus,  the  number  of  marks  required  for  a  pass  ought 
always  to  be  the  same,  and  the  questions  put  to  be 
always  as  nearly  as  possible  of  equal  difficulty.  In  short, 
all  candidates  ought  to  be  subjected  to  the  same  test ; 
any  other  course  is  unfair  to  them  and  injurious  to  both 
the  reputation  and  the  true  welfare  of  the  Society. 
Magueys, 

which  is  mentioned  in  your  English  News  last 
week,  has  for  many  years  had  great  fame  in  Mexico  as  a 
cure  for  kidney  troubles.  The  agaves  from  which 
Magueys  is  obtained  are  extensively  cultivated,  chiefly  in 
the  plains  of  Apam,  some  fifty  miles  north-east  of  Mexico 
City.  When  they  arrive  at  maturity  they  secrete  an 
abundance  of  sweet  sap  called  aguamiel,  from  which  is 
made  the  fermented  drink,  pulque,  a  beverage  peculiar 
to  Mexico,  the  consumption  of  which,  though  relatively 
very  large  in  quantity,  is  limited  to  the  districts  where 
the  agaves  are  grown,  owing  to  the  instability  of  the 
preparation.  The  substance  has  been  used  for  hundreds 
of  years  in  Mexico  both  by  physicians  and  the  people, 
not  only  for  its  nutrient,  tonic,  laxative  properties, 
but  especially  as  a  specific  in  inflammatory  conditions 
of  the  kidneys  and  bladder,  and  large  numbers  of 
Americans  go  to  Mexico  simply  to  undergo  the  treat- 
ment. A  method  has  recently  been  discovered  whereby 
fresh  aguamiel  can  be  concentrated  to  a  thick  syrupy 
liquid,  not  unlike  extract  of  malt  in  appearance,  with- 
out deterioration  of  its  therapeutic  properties,  and  this 
is  what  is  referred  to  in  your  paragraph  as  about  to> 
be  offered  to  the  British  public  under  the  name  Agmel. 
A  Lavement 

is,  of  course,  literally  a  washing,  but  the  word 
was  used  euphemistically  by  the  French  for  enema,  and 
from  France  it  was  introduced  into  this  country  towards, 
the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century.  "  Lavements  of 
cold  water"  were  spoken  of  by  Curling  ("  Diseases  of  the> 
Rectum  ")  in  1876,  and  for  anything  I  know  the  word 
is  still  in  use,  but  not,  I  think,  of  enemas  in  general. 
The  "  Oxford  Dictionary  "  gives  its  medical  meaning  as 
"injection,"  but,  though  modern  dictionaries  ignore  the 
fact,  injections  and  enemas  were  formerly  distinguished 
from  one  another.  The  latter  were  medicines  for  adminis- 
tration by  the  rectum  only  ;  injections  were,  as  Alleyne 
puts  it,  "  for  the  more  immediate  conveyance  [of  a  medi- 
cine] to  the  affected  part,  than  by  common  course  of 
circulation  it  could  be  supposed  to  arrive;  as  into  the 
Ears,  Penis,  or  Uterus."  He  never  speaks  of  enemas  as 
injections,  or  even  as  being  injected,  but  always  as  being 
"  given." 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

THE  "  SANITAS  "  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 
hereby  notify  that  they  sell  their  "SANITAS" 
Disinfectant  Manufactures  in  bulk  at  reduced  prices 
on  the  express  condition  that  they  shall  not  he  sold 
again  except  in  tne  original  packages  ;  further,  that 
their  retail  preparations  shall  not  be  retailed  to  the 
public  below  the  minimum  prices  which  they  have 
fixed,  viz.  1 1  Jd.  for  Shilling  articles  and  pro  rata 
for  the  others. 

THE  "SANITAS"  COMPANY  LIMITED, 

Locksley  Street,  Limehouse,  London,  E. 


HEADQUARTERS  for  GERMAN 
Austrian  PROPRIETARIES 

&.  RARE  CHEMICALS. 

Largest  stock  in  the  U.K. 
FOREIGN  PRESCRIPTIONS  DISPENSED 

FOR  THE  TRADE. 
Catalogue  on  receipt  oF p.c.     Phone:  48 London  wall. 
SCHACMT  WARNER  &  C9, 

GERMAN  CHEM ISTS :      <55,  Fore  St.,  LONDON,  £.C. 

West-end  house :■- 

FRIZ  ELL  &C2,  /.CranbourneSt.,  W.C. 

Phone:  J 25  Cerrard. 


hn-<&0¥2  HBNRICt!  HAENSELS 

_J~th3zJ@  Unequalled .  Speciality. 


Finest  ARROWROOT 


G.  S.  MUMFORD  &  SONS, 


FARRINCDON  RD. 
LONDON,  E.C. 


BICARB.  SODA 

FineBt  Extra  Special 


BORACIC  ACID 
POWDER,  Finest 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No  Oil  Extracted 


No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No  Oil  Extracted 


15/  cwt. 


34/  cwt. 


24/cwt. 


2'3/owt- 


Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED 


EPSOM  SALTS,  E.S.S. 

Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry 
Ditto,  Medium  Crystals 


FLOWERS  OF  SUL- 
PHUR, Finest  English 
Ditto,  Foreign  


FULLER'S  EARTH 

(In  Dredgers)  


23/c 


11/6  cwt. 
12/6  ,. 


13/6cwt 
9/6  „ 


11  12  &  16 
S/611/-22/ 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 


Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 
Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 


/8&  1/lb. 


PUMICE  POWDER 

Extra  Finest  Levigated 


No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIP.  CHALK 


Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 


Finest  Pure  TOILET 
OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 


Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH ' 

(Toilet  purposes) 


15/ewt. 


/10  ib. 


35/< 


25/c 


22/c 


32/cwt. 


18/owt 


Carriage  Paid  to  railway  stations  within  200  miles  of  London  (or  allowance 
made  for  distances  beyond).    Terms  less  2$  per  cent.  Cash  or  1  month  net. 


PHARMACEUTICAL,  FORMULAS.  (8th  Ed.)  10/-,  by  Post  10/6. 
ART  OF  DISPENSING.    (9th  Ed.)  580  pages.  6/-,  by  Post  6/4. 
VETERINARY  COUNTER  PRACTICE.    (6th  Ei.i    4/-.  by 
Post,  4/4. 

THE  CHEMIST-OPTICIAN.   4/-,  by  Post  4/3. 
DISEASES  AND  REMEDIES.   (4th  Ed.)  3/-.  by  Post  3/3. 
THE  CHEMISTS'  MEDICAL  DICTIONARY   2/6,  by  Post,  2/8. 
THE  CHEMISTS'  DICTIONARY  OF  SYNONYMS.   2/6.  by 

*  Post  2/8.  

M  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST, "  42  GANNON  ST.,  E.C 


S.V.M. 

Jas.  Burrough  Ltd. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

D.I.  Cale  Distillery,  Hutton  Road, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


(Formerly  known  as  VIBR0NA  MALT) 

2/6  size  24/-  doz.      4/6  size  42/-  doz. 


FLETCHER,  FLETCHER  _  Co.,  Ld.,  LONDON. 


Editorial  Articles. 


B.P.C.  Presidential  Survey. 

1878-1881;  Schacht,  Southall,  and  Reynolds. 

Ireland's  first  welcome  to  the  British.  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  was  given  in  1878,  within  three  years  after 
the  recognition  by  Parliament  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
apart  from  medicine  in  Ireland,  and  the  invitation  was 
given  by  Professor  Charles  E.  C.  Tichborne,  one  of  the 
statutory  members  of  the  first  Council  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  of  Ireland.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Dublin  premises  of  the  King's  and  Queen's  College  of 
Physicians  in  Ireland  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
August  13  and  14,  1878.  The  Executive  had  a  satisfactory 
report  to  submit,  but  did  not  mention  the  membership, 
although  757?.  was  stated  in  the  accounts  to  be  receipts 
from  the  subscriptions.  By  this  time  the  annual  sub- 
scription had  been  raised  to  7s.  6d.,  so  that  the  number 
of  members  would  be  about  2,000.  We  observe  that 
thirty-four  Chemists' 
Associations  had  been 
invited  to  send  dele- 
gates to  the  Confer- 
ence, and  of  these 
seven  were  Assistants' 
Assoc  iations.  The 
oldest  of  these 
Chemists'  Associations 
were  Aberdeen, 
founded  in  1839;  Col- 
chester and  Exeter, 
founded  in  1845;  and 
Glasgow,  founded  in 
1854.  George  Frederick 
Schacht  was  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Confer- 
ence. He  was  one  of 
the  most  respected 
pharmacists  of  the  day,  his  name  being  indelibly  associated 
with  the  solution  of  bismuth,  which  he  perfected  in  1855. 
When  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  founded  in  1841, 
Schacht  was  serving  his  apprenticeship  with  Messrs. 
Savory  &  Moore,  Bond  Street,  London,  and  he  became  an 
Associate  of  the  Society  in  1842.  He  attended  classes  at 
the  School  of  Pharmacy  during  his  apprenticeship,  and 
entered  for  the  full  course  in  the  1845  session,  when  he 
was  second  to  Benjamin  Horatio  Paul  in  chemistry,  but 
the  positions  were  reversed  in  organic  chemistry ;  Schacht 
also  distinguished  himself  in  practical  pharmacy  and 
materia  medica.  He  passed  the  Major  examination  in 
August  1845.  Before  this  he  had  begun  investigations  on 
pop  ,  —  


George   Frederick  Schacht. 
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pharmaceutical  subjects,  his  first  paper  being  on  citrine 
ointment.  A  few  years  after  passing  the  Major  exami- 
nation he  went  to  Bristol,  where  he  carried  on  business 
in  Regent  Street,  and  was  joined  later  by  Mr.  A. 
Towerzey.  About  1882  the  business  was  amalgamated 
with  that  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Giles,  when  it  became  Giles, 
Schacht  &  Co.  By  this  time  Liq.  Bismuthi  (Schacht)  had 
become  a  handsome  property.  Mr.  Schacht  had  from 
1869  been  taking  a  prominent  part  in  pharmaceutical 
politics,  especially  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  was  always  keenly  interested 
in  pharmaceutical  education,  and  his  Address  at  Dublin 
was  a  biography  of  a  young  chemist,  in  which  he  laid 
down  his  ideals  respecting  the  training  of  pharmacists. 
To  the  Dublin  meeting  twenty-six  papers  were  communi- 
cated, one  of  them  being  by  Mr.  Benger  on  "Authorita- 
tive Formulae  for  Non-official  Preparations,"  which  was 
read  in  view  of  proceedings  that  had  recently  been  taken 
regarding  the  sale  of  violet-powder,  and  Mr.  Benger 
thought  that  the  chemists  should  have  something  for  their 
guidance  besides  Gray,  Cooley,  and  other  "Early  Eng- 
lish" authorities;  but  nothing  came  of  his  suggestion  at 
the  time.  The  Conference  proceedings  are  always  useful 
as  fixing  the  introduction  of  young  blood  into  pharmacy. 
Here  we  note  that  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Fletcher  communi- 
cated an  interesting  observation  on  double  iodide  of  bis- 
muth and  quinine,  and  as  at  the  same  meeting  Thresh 
read  his  first  paper  on  soluble  essence  of  ginger,  we  surmise 
that  what  has  been  known  for  many  years  as  "  Thresh 's 
reagent"  was  suggested  by  Fletcher's  paper.  Mr.  Alfred 
Senier  was  appointed  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Confer- 
ence at  this  meeting,  the  salary  being  401.  a  year.  He 
■was  then  assistant  to  Professor  Attfield  at  Bloomsbury 
Square,  and  is  now  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  University 
College,  Galway. 

When  the  Conference  met  in  Freemasons'  Hall,  Shef- 
field, on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  August  19  and  20,  1879, 
the  membership  had  decreased,  the  receipts  from  subscrip- 
tions being  only  740Z.,  but  356  members  were  elected  at 
the  opening  meeting.  The  members  were  perturbed  by 
Professor  Attfield  tendering  his  resignation  as  Secretary, 
but  he  was  persuaded  to  keep  on  for  another  year.  Mr. 
Schacht's  Address  was  on  the  pharmacist  as  we  see  him 
ourselves,  and  the  pharmacist  as  seen  by  others.  It  was 
one  of  those  efforts  for  professional  recognition  of  the 
pharmacist  as  the  colleague  of  the  medical  practitioner  to 
which  Schacht's  official  life  was  devoted.  Twenty-one 
papers  were  communicated  at  this  meeting,  which  was  not 
conspicuous  for  any  special  effort  in  any  direction;  but 
the  reputation  of  the  Conference  was  well  maintained  by 
Schacht,  who  at  this  time  was  Vice-President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  a  position  which  he 
held  until  1882,  and  he  continued  as  a  member  of  the 
Council  until  March  1896,  when  he  retired  after  twenty- 
four  years'  service.  He  retired  because  he  was  no  longer 
a  practising  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  he  considered 
that  all  members  of  the  Council  ought  to  be.  He  died 
■on  December  26  of  the  same  year  in  his  seventy-sixth 
year,  taking  a  keen  interest  in  scientific  progress  up  to 
the  end. 

Swansea  invited  the  Conference  to  meet  there  in  1880, 
and  the  invitation  was  accepted,  Mr.  William  Southall, 
F.L.S.,  of  Birmingham,  being  elected  President.  Mr. 
Southall  was  a  member  of  the  well-known  Birmingham 
family  of  pharmacists.  He  was  a  scholar,  a  botanist, 
and  was  universally  respected  in  British  Pharmacy.  At 
the  time  of  his  presidency  he  was  a  member  of  the  Phar 


maceutical  Board  of  Examiners  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  was  in  his  fifty-sixth  year.  He  was  author  of  the 
"  Organic  Materia  Medica  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia," 
which  was  first  published  in  1874,  and  is  still  a  favourite 
text-book  with  pharmacy  students.  Mr.  Southall's 
Address  to  the  Conference  reflected  his  scholarship,  and 
dealt  with  the  past  of  pharmacy.  In  this  he  made  an 
incursion  into  the  works  of  Celsus  in  order  to  show  what 
pharmacy  was  at  the 
time  of  the  birth  of 
Christ,  and  discoursed 
on  the  art  during  the 
first  centuries  of  the 
Christian  Era.  The 
meeting  at  which  he 
presided  was  held  in 
the  Royal  Institute 
of  South  Wales  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day, August  24  and  25, 
1880.  There  was  a 
shadow  over  the  Con- 
ference owing  to  the 
recent  death  of  Mr.  W. 
Walter  Stoddart,  but 
as  business  proceeded 
it  emerged  from  this, 
and  pleasant  memories 
membership    had  gone 


William  Southall. 


of  the  meeting  remain, 
up  again,    for  7991.  had 


The 
been 

received  in  subscriptions.  People  had  begun  to  talk 
about  the  Conference  hanging  on  to  the  British  Asso- 
ciation, but  the  Executive  put  down  its  foot  rather  firmly, 
resolving  that  "any  immediate  alteration  of  the  existing 
practice  as  regards  time  and  place  of  meeting  is  undesir- 
able." A  good  programme  of  papers  was  submitted,  and 
it  was  on  this  occasion  that  Dr.  F.  B.  Power  was  intro- 
duced to  British  Pharmacy  as  the  reader  of  a  paper  by 
Professor  Fliickiger  and  himself  on  peppermint  oil.  Dr. 
Wright's  work  on  aconite  alkaloids  was  now  drawing  to 
a  close.  He  and  his  associates  had  isolated  a  definite 
crystalline  alkaloid  as  pure  and  constant  in  properties'  as 
any  that  has  since  been  isolated — a  fact  which  some  people 
have  forgotten.  It  was  at  this  meeting  that  Professor 
Attfield  resigned  the  secretaryship,  and  he  was  appointed 
Vice-President,  while  Mr.  F.  B.  Benger  became  senior 
Secretary  and  Michael  Carteighe  his  assistant.  The  Pre- 
sident for  1881  was  chosen  in  Mr.  Richard  Reynolds,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Conference,  and  York  was  selected 
as  the  place  of  meeting.  Before  the  Conference 
adjourned,  Mr.  Schacht,  on  behalf  of  the  subscribers, 
presented  Professor  Attfield  with  a  scroll  appreciative  of 
his  services  to  the  Conference,  this  being  accompanied 
by  500  books  on  general  literature  which  had  been 
chosen  by  the  Professor  and  Mrs.  Attfield. 

In  selecting  Mr.  Richard  Reynolds,  of  Leeds,  as  Pre- 
sident of  the  York  meeting  in  1881,  the  Conference  com- 
menced a  practice  which  had  been  followed  a  few 
occasions  since — namely,  that  of  appointing  ex-Secretaries 
to  the  presidential  chair.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  native  of 
Banbury,  where  he  was  born  in  1829.  In  due  course  he 
was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Thomas  Harvey,  of  Leeds,  and 
became  a  student  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  Bloomsbury 
Square,  in  the  1851  session.  There  he  took  first  prize  in 
chemistry  and  pharmacy,  materia  medica,  and  botany ; 
T.  B.  Groves  being  second  to  him  in  the  first  two 
subjects.  After  passing  the  Major  examination  he  was 
for  two  years  with  Mr.  Deane,  of  Clapham,  and  returning 
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to  Leeds  became  a  partner  with  Mr.  Harvey,  the  business 
being  continued  as  Harvey  &  Reynolds.  As  has  already 
been  told,  he  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  idea  of  the 
Conference,  and  served  as  Honorary  Secretary  along  with 
Attfield  from  1863  until  1871.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  from  1869  until  1871,  when  he 

resigned  in  conse- 
quence of  a  severe  rail- 
way accident.  He  was 
a  strong  opponent  of 
the  Poisons  Regulation 
Bill,  and  the  leader  of 
the  repeated  opposition 
to  the  attempts  to  im- 
pose poison  regula- 
tions upon  registered 
chemists ;  while  he  was 
also  the  first  President 
of  the  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Trade  Asso- 
ciation of  GreatBritain, 
which  was  founded  in 
1876  on  account  of  the 
harassing  proceedings 
against  chemists  under 
the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  strong  supporter  of 
scientific  education,  and  was  a  lecturer  on  chemistry  at 
the  Leeds  School  of  Medicine.  In  his  Address  to 
the  Conference  at  York,  the  meeting  being  held  in  the 
Merchants'  Hall  on  August  30  and  31,  1881,  he  gave  a 
most  interesting  account  of  the  origin  of  the  British 
Association,  which  was  the  outcome  of  a  circular 
sent  out  by  the  Yorkshire  Philosophical  Society, 
and  the  first  meeting  of  the  B.A.  was  held  at  York  on 
September  27,  1831.  Mr.  William  West,  F.R.S.  (Mr. 
Harvey's  predecessor  in  the  business  with  ■  which  Mr. 
Reynolds  was  associated,  and  an  old  Plough  Court  assis- 
tant and  friend  of  William  Allen),  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Association.  In  the  subsequent  part  of  his 
Address  Mr.  Reynolds  dealt  with  the  state  of  pharmacy 
in  this  country  during  the  reign  of  William  IV.,  and 
developed  this  into  a  study  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeias, 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  show  that  reform  in  our  phar- 
macy began  about  a  century  before.  The  need  for  phar- 
macists keeping  pace  with  the  advance  in  medicine  was 
emphasised  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  he  pertinently  asked, 
"  How  are  future  pharmacists  to  get  their  technical  educa- 
tion ?  "  In  this  portion  of  his  Address  he  showed  his 
intimacy  with  provincial  technical  education,  which  at 
that  time  was  good  in  certain  centres,  such  as  Leeds,  but 
elsewhere  was  quite  chaotic.  The  papers  communicated 
at  this  Conference  numbered  twenty-seven,  and  call  for 
no  particular  remark.  The  receipts  for  membership  had 
fallen  to  7091.,  but  the  Conference,  undeterred,  raised  the 
salary  attached  to  the  assistant  secretaryship  to  100Z., 
exclusive  of  expenses  for  attending  the  Conference  meet- 
ing. As  Dr.  Senier  had  resigned,  Mr.  Philip  Prinsep 
was  appointed  in  his  place,  and  this  office  Mr.  Prinsep 
held  until  he  had  to  emigrate  to  Australia  on  account  of 
chest  trouble.  A  deputation  from  Southampton,  headed 
by  the  late  Mr.  Chipperfield,  was  present  at  York,  and 
invited  the  Conference  to  meet  in  Southampton  in  1882. 
To  this  the  Conference  agreed,  appointing  Professor 
Attfield  as  President.  Mr.  Reynolds's  services  to  the  Con- 
ference did  not  conclude  with  the  presidency ;  he  took  an 
active  part  in  its  proceedings  as  long  as  he  was  physically 
able  to  attend  the  meetings,  and  it  was  he  who  originated 


the  "British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  Formulary,"  as 
will  be  told  in  due  course.  Mr.  Reynolds  in  1883  took 
Mr.  Frederick  W.  Branson,  Ph.C,  into  partnership  with 
him,  and  seven  years  later  his  son,  Mr.  R.  F.  Reynolds, 
Ph.C,  who  was  better  known  to  the  pharmaceutical  world 
as  Fred  Reynolds.  Those  who  remember  his  cartoons  in 
this  journal  and  observe  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Richard 
Reynolds  (which  is  contemporary  with  his  appearance  in 
the  presidential  chair)  will  recall  how  frequently  the  artist 
used  his  father  as  a  model.  Richard  Reynolds  died  at 
Leeds  on  April  5,  1900.  He  was  the  tenth  President  of 
the  Conference,  and,  we  believe,  the  fifth  "Friend" 
among  them.  There  is  nothing  more  notable  in  connec- 
tion with  British  Pharmacy  than  its  indebtedness  to 
Friends — past  and  present. 

Work  in  a  Wholesale  Laboratory. 

We  reported  in  our  issue  of  March  15  the  lecture 
which  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Hill,  B.Sc,  delivered  before  the 
Institute  of  Chemistry  on  "  The  Functions  and  Scope  of 
the  Chemist  in  a  Pharmaceutical  Works."  This  has 
now  been  issued  by  the  Institute  in  the  form  of  a 
pamphlet  of  forty-three  pages,  and  is  as  interesting  to 
read  as  it  was  to  listen  to.  There  are  included  sixteen 
illustrations,  several  in  half-tone,  of  various  pieces  of 
pharmaceutical  machinery,  and  the  booklet,  is  divided 
into  sections  :  (1)  Manufacturing,  (2)  analytical,  (3)  in- 
vestigation, and  (4)  commercial.  As  Mr.  Hill  is  manag- 
ing-director of  The  British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.,  one  of 
the  largest  pharmaceutical  works  in  this  country,  the 
information  given  is  of  a  practical  and  valuable  nature. 
The  lecture  is  supplied  at  2s.  to  those  who  are  not 
Fellows,  Associates,  or  Students  of  the  Institute. 
A  Benefactor  to  Shopkeepers. 

The  death  at  his  residence,  Kingsgate  Castle,  near 
Margate,  on  Wednesday,  May  28,  of  Lord  Avebury,  will 
be  universally  regretted  by  the  working-classes  and  shop- 
keepers of  the  United  Kingdom,  for  he  was  truly  a  real 
benefactor  to  them.  .  Through  his  advocacy  the  Whit 
Monday  and  August  Bank  Holidays  were  established, 
and  these  gave  a  much-needed  break  to  the  working-classes 
and  shopkeepers  of  England  and  Wales.  Then  he  with 
great  persistency  attacked  the  question  of  the  hours 
of  labour  in  retail  shops,  especially  endeavouring 
to  secure  a  weekly  half  holiday  for  shopkeepers. 
When  he  was  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  Sir  John  Lub- 
bock, Bart.,  and  member  for  the  University  of  London, 
he  introduced  Bill  after  Bill  on  the  subject,  and  had 
many  conferences  with  the  late  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton  when 
he  was  editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  with  a 
view  to  our  ascertaining  the  views  of  the  retail  trade 
on  the  matter,  which  was  done  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion, and  Mr.  Wootton  gave  evidence  before  one  of  the 
Select  Committees  on  the  subject.  Sir  John  continued 
his  work  when  he  was  elevated  to  the  House  of  Lords 
in  1900,  and  the  present  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and. 
Druggist  was  called  upon  to  give  evidence  before  a 
Peers'  Committee.  On  this  occasion  we  had  ascertained 
that  the  majority  of  Chemists'  Associations  were  in 
favour  of  his  Lordship's  proposals.  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen 
gave  evidence  at  the  same  time.  We  have  reason  to 
believe  that  Lord  Avebury  was  satisfied  with  the  later 
developments  of  legislation  in  this  subject,  resulting  m 
the  1912  Act.  Lord  Avebury  was  not  only  a  public  bene- 
factor but  an  eminent  naturalist  and  a  litterateur  of  no 
mean  order.  His  interest  in  science  was  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  President  of  the  Entomological,  Ethno- 
logical,    Anthropological,     Linnean,    Ray,  Statistical, 
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African,  Antiquaries,  and  Eoyal  Microscopical  Societies. 
He  was  also  President  of  the  British  Association  in  its 
Jubilee  year.  He  contributed  over  100  scientific  memoirs 
to  the  transactions  of  the  Eoyal  Society  (of  which  he  had 
been  Vice-President),  and  held  a  high  place  among  the 
bankers  of  London.  He  was  in  his  eightieth  year. 
Fairchild  Scholarship  Examination. 

Chemists'  apprentices  and  junior  assistants  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  are  reminded  that  the  last  day  for 
entering  this  year's  examination  is  Monday,  June  2,  and 
it  is  an  opportunity  that  should  not  be  missed  by  any  who 
are  qualified  to  compete.  It  is  important  to  note  that 
the  examination  is  a  great  stimulus  to  students  whether 
they  win  the  scholarship  or  not.  The  latest  evidence  of 
this  that  we  hear  of  is  the  case  of  Mr.  W.  Cooper,  who 
was  second  in  the  1911  competition.  He  was  an  appren- 
tice to  Mr.  A.  H.  Cooper,  Bridge  Street,  Bath,  and 
studied  under  Mr.  David  J.  Williams,  F.C.S.,  at  the  Bath 
College  of  Pharmacy,  and  has  since  passed  the  Minor 
and  Major  examinations  at  the  first  attempt.  Mr. 
Cooper  secured  the  silver  medal  for  the  highest  aggre- 
gate at  the  Terminal  examinations  at  the  College,  and 
has  recently  gained  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  bronze 
medal  at  the  Council  prize  competitions.  The  moral  is 
that  anyone  who  wants  to  do  well  in  his  chosen  practice 
must  begin  early. 

Thorpe's  Dictionary. 

The  fourth  volume  of  the  new  edition  of  "  A  Dictionary 
of  Applied  Chemistry,"  by  Sir  Edward  Thorpe,  C.B., 
LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  has  been  published  since  our  last  issue. 
It  contains  the  treatment  of  subjects  from  Oilstone  to 
Sodalite  (inclusive),  737  pages  being  devoted  to  the 
subjects.  Among  the  contributors  whose  names  are 
familiar  to  pharmacists,  and  the  subjects  which  they 
treat,  are  Mr.  James  Connah,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  who  writes, 
inter  alia,  on  Mate;  Mr.  C.  H.  Cribb,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.  (the 
peppers);  Dr.  Ernest  Goulding,  Ph.C,  F.I.C.  (silk); 
Dr.  Julius  Lewkowitsch,  M.A.,  F.I.C.  (numerous  oils 
and  soap) ;  Sir  Boverton  Redwood,  Bart,  (petroleum)  ; 
Dr.  S.  B.  Schryver  (proteins);  Dr.  Alfred  Senier,  F.C.S. 
(various  drugs);  Sir  William  A.  Tilden,  LL.D.,  F.R.S. 
(resin  oil);  and  Dr.  W.  Palmer  Wynne,  F.R.S.  (phen- 
anthrene  and  quinoline).  One  of  the  more  modest  but 
most  useful  monographs  in  the  volume  is  that  on 
"Plant-sprays,"  by  Mr.  S.  P.  U.  Pickering,  F.R.S.  It 
is  much  to  the  point,  and  embodies  the  practical  experi- 
ence of  a  master  chemist  who  is  spending  happy  days 
in  fruit-culture.  The  article  on  synthetic  perfumes  by 
Dr.  Ida  Smedley  is  disappointing,  a  considerable  part 
of  it  being  a  translation  from  a  not  too  well-informed 
source.  The  volume  as  a  whole  is  well  up  to  date,  and 
the  articles  generally  are  by  the  world's  authorities  on 
the  subjects.  The  dictionary  is  published  by  Messrs. 
Longmans  &  Co.,  the  price  of  each  volume  being  45.s. 


PATENT  MEDICINES. 


GAZETTE. 

Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Hollist,  G.  W.  0.,  and  Munbo,  D.  G.  M.,  Riseley  Lodge 
and  the  White  Cottage,  Maidenhead,  general  medical 
practitioners,  under  the-  style  of  Hollist  &  Munro. 
Ryan,  P.  C.  H.,  and  Almond  G.  Hely-Hdtchinson,  Queen's 
Square  and  Lynvale  Villas,  St.  Mark's  Place,  Bath, 
medical  practitioners,  under  the  style  of  Ryan  &  Almond. 
The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 
Adjudications. 

Dtjtton,   H.   G.,  MacErin,   Mcdstead,    Southampton,  and 

Oxford  Street,  Southampton,  chemist 
Webber,  A.  W.,  Highgate  Lodge,  Union  Street,  Torquay, 

veterinary  surgeon. 


AFTER  an'  interval  of  three  weeks  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Patent  Medicines  met  at  the  House  of 
Commons  on  May  29  for  the  purpose  of  taking  further 
evidence.  The  whole  sitting  was  taken  up  with  the 
examination  of  the  Secretary  and  manager  and  the 
solicitor  of  Dearborn,  Ltd.,  manufacturers  of  toilet  pre- 
parations, whose  advertisements  in  the  form  of  "  answers 
to  correspondents  "  are  a  feature  in  the  monthly  maga- 
zines. In  the  absence  of  the  proprietor  of  the  business, 
who  is  in  America",  not  much  information  of  use  to  the 
Committee  could  be  obtained. 

Sir  Henry  Norman  presided,  and  other  members  pre- 
sent were  Mr.  Bathurst,  Mr.  Cawley,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones, 
Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Hill  Wood, 
Sir  P.  Magnus,  and  Dr.  Chappie. 

There  was  as  usual  a  long  interval  before  the  public 
were  admitted,  and  it  was  ten  minutes  past  twelve  before 
the  doors  were  thrown  open.  There  was  only  a  small 
attendance  of  the  public,  and  they  had  not  been-  in  the 
Committee  Room  ten  minutes  before  the  room  was 
cleared,  and  they  returned  to  the  Committee  corridor 
for  another  interval  of  waiting. 

"Answers  to  Correspondents." 

The  first  witness  was  Mr.  Sidney  F.  Ely,  Secretary  and 
manager  of  Dearborn-,  Ltd.,  proprietors  and  manufac- 
turers of  toilet  preparations. 

The  Chairman  said  the  attention  of  the  Committee  has 
been  called  to  a  series  of  advertisements  in  popular 
magazines  of  proprietaries  and  drugs  which  are  adver- 
tised as  being  recommended  by  a  number  of  different 
ladies  whose  recommendations  are  sometimes  given  in 
reference  to  repeated  requests  in  the  "  answers  to  corre- 
spondents "  column  and  sometimes  without  requests  of 
that  kind.  The  Committee  desire  to  ask  you  certain 
questions  if  you  are  prepared  to  answer  them. 

Mr.  Ely  :  No,  I  am  afraid  I  am  not.  My  proprietor  is 
abroad,  and  I  am  not  the  manager  of  the  advertising. 

Sir  P.  Magnus:  Is  the  proprietor  ready  to  answer? 

The  Chairman  :  Is  there  anybody  else  connected  with  your 
firm  who  knows? — No.  Mr.  Daniels  is  the  sole  proprietor, 
or,  rather,  ho  is  the  principal  shareholder,  with  one  other. 

Sir  P.  Magnus  :  What  is  the  name  of  the  sole  director  ? — 
Mr.  James  E.  Daniels. 

It  is  a  limited-liability  company  with  one  director  only  ? — 
Yes. 

Mr.  Newton  :  What  is  the  capital  of  the  company  ? — The 
authorised  capital  is  2,000?. 

At  this  stage  Mr.  Parkes,  of  Messrs.  Stevenson  & 
Parkes,  solicitors,  asked  for  permission  to  represent  the 
witness. 

The  Chairman  :  Do  I  understand  that  you  are  the  solicitor 
to  this  firm? — I  might  perhaps  be  able  to  inform  the  Com- 
mittee tbat  this  is  a  small  private  company  formed  by  Mr. 
Daniels  in  June  1912. 

I  think,  if  you  are  going  to  make  a  statement  to  us  about 
the  company,  we  would  prefer  that  you  should  appear  as  a 
witness. 

Mr.  Parkes:  I  see  no  objection  to  that.  What  I  was 
going  to  suggest  is  this  :  I  am  not  sure  how  much  longer 
this  Committee  thinks  it  will  be  likely  to  sit,  but  the  secre- 
tary and  manager,  in  Mr.  Daniels'  absence,  is  placed  in  a 
rather  awkward  position.  Mr.  Daniels  has  been  abroad  for 
some  time,  but  he  is  expected  to  return  next  month,  and  ho 
has  the  whole  of  the  information.  This  is  one  of  the  small 
private  companies  where  the  whole  influence  is  invested  in 
one  person.  If  the  Committee  is  likely  to  be  sitting  when 
Mr.  Daniels  returns,  it  would  be  better  for  you  to  have 
him.  for  I  know  nothing  about  the  business. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  How  long  has  Mr.  Daniels  been  away  ? 

Mr.  Ely  :  Some  time. 

And  have  you  been  in  sole  charge  of  the  business  in  his 
absence  ? — Yes. 

The  Chairman  :  The  ladies'  names  in  the  advertisements 
are  "Mile.  Florence  Gauthier,"  "Mile.  Marcclle  Rouvier," 
"  Mildred  St.  Aubyn,"  "  Mile.  Agnes  Depres."  "  Mile. 
Marguerite  Fournier,"  and  "  Mine.  Lucile  Robert.''  Do  you 
know  if  they  exist? — No. 

The  Chairman  :  Who  is  responsible  for  the  advertisements 
in  Mr.  Daniels'  absence  ? — The  order  was  placed  by  Mr. 
Daniels.    He  left  all  instructions  before  he  went  away. 

Mr.  Bathurst :  Supposing  the  order  is  improperly  carried 
out,  who  is  responsible  in  his  absence? — I  am;  but  with 
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regard  to  the  composition  of  the  advertisements  I  know 
nothing  at  all. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  I  suggest  that  the  witness,  who  is  left 
in  charge,  might  wait  to  hear  what  questions  are  put  to  him, 
and  if  they  are  not  within  his  own  knowledge  he  can  say  so. 

The  Chairman  :  I  have  already  asked  him  if  he  has  any 
knowledge  of  the  persons  who  are  mentioned  in  the  adver- 
tisements. 

Mr.  Ely  :  No. 

You  have  no  knowledge  whether  they  exist  or  not  ? — No. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  they  do  not  exist  ? — It  is 
not  for  me  to  inform  the  Committee.  I  know  nothing  about 
the  advertisements,  and  in  the  absence  of  my  proprietor  I 
do  not  think  I  should  be  called  upon  to  answer  questions. 

Sir  P.  Magnus  :  Have  you  any  knowledge  whether  these 
people  exist  or  do  not  exist  ? — No. 

Mr.  Lynch  interposed  on  a  point  of  order,  which  he  put 
privately  to  the  Chairman. 

The  Chairman  then  ordered  that  the  room  should  be 
cleared. 

The  Solicitor's  Evidence. 

After  deliberating  in  private  for  about  ten  minutes  the 
Committee  resumed  its  proceedings  in  public,  when  Mr. 
Parkes,  the  solicitor  to  the  company,  was  called  to  the 
witness  chair  arrd  Mr.  Ely  took  a  seat  at  the  back  of 
the  room.  Mr.  Parkes,  in  reply  to  the  Chairman,  stated 
that  he  drew  up  the  memorandum  and  articles  for  the 
formation  of  the  company.  Of  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany from  the  business  point  of  view  he,  however,  knew 
nothing.  The  company  was  incorporated  on  January  4, 
1912,  with  the  object  of  carrying  on  the  business  of 
dealers  in  proprietary  articles  and  other  tilings. 

The  Chairman :  Who  signed  the  memorandum  and 
articles? — Mr.  J.  E.  Daniels  and  Mr.  Sidney  Flowers.  The 
nominal  capital  of  the  company,  said  witness,  was  2,000/. 

And  how  many  shareholders  are  there  ? — I  cannot  say  at 
the  moment.  When  the  company  was  formed  there  were 
two — Mr.  Daniels  and  Mr.  Flowers — but  others  might  have 
come  in  since. 

How  many  shares  have  been  issued  ? — That  I  do  not  know. 
When  the  company  was  formed  502  1/.  shares  were  issued  in 
the  following  proportions  :  Mr.  Daniels,  501 ;  Mr.  Flowers, 
one. 

Who  was  Mr.  Flowers? — He  is  described  as  a  manufac- 
turing chemist,  and  he  was  at  that  time  assisting  Mr. 
Daniels. 

Replying  to  further  questions,  witness  said  the  offices 
of  the  company,  which  he  had  never  entered,  were  in 
Theobald's  Road,  W.C.  He  thought  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Daniels  nobody  would  have  any  knowledge  concern- 
ing the  specific  preparation  of  the  advertisements.  Mr. 
Daniels  would  prepare  the  advertisements  for  whatever 
he  intended  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  advertising  during 
the  time  he  expected  to  be  away.  He  would  make  the 
arrangements  with  the  agents  for  the  insertion  of  the 
advertisements,  and  they  would  then  be  inserted  without 
anything  being  necessary  to  be  done  by  anybody  at  the 
office. 

The  Chairman :  You  yourself  have  not  been  consulted 
about  the  advertisements  ?  You  have  no  knowledge  of 
them? — I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  advertisements.  I  have 
seen  one  or  two  of  them  from  time  to  time. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  these  ladies  are 
existent  or  non-existent  ? — That  I  cannot  say. 

Replying  to  a  series  of  questions  from  Mr.  Bathurst, 
witness  eaid  that  Mr.  Daniels  had  been  a  debenture 
holder  of  the  company.  Working  capital  being  neces- 
sary Mr.  Daniels  advanced  money  to  the  entity  of  the 
company  and  took  a  debenture.  The  assets  on  which  the 
debenture  was  secured  were  the  property  belonging  to 
the  company — the  formulae  for  various  preparations.  A 
formula  might  or  might  not  have  a  value ;  it  was  a 
security  for  what  it  was  worth.  (Laughter.)  He  knew 
of  one  paper  only  in  which  advertisements  appeared  in 
the  form  of  answers  to  correspondents. 

Did  the  answer  show  in  any  respect  the  source  from  which 
it  had  come? — I  do  not  think  so. 

Were  you  or  any  member  of  your  firm  consulted  as  to 
that  advertisement? — Yes;  that  is  how  I  know  it.  Mr. 
Daniels  came  in  to  see  me  about  it,  and  brought  a  copy 
of  a  paper  which  had  made  some  observations  as  to  an 
advertisement  in  this  form.  What  I  saw  was  a  proof  of  an 
advertisement.    This  was  six  months  ago. 

Asked  with  what'  object  he  was  consulted,  witness  de- 


murred to  answering  the  question,  remarking  that  he  did  not 
think  he  ought  to  say  what  a  client  came  to  him  about. 

Mr.  Bathurst :  But  you  have,  in  fact,  been  consulted  by 
this  company  as  to  the  form  the  advertisement  should  take"? 
— Not  "should  take,"  but  had  taken.  I  think  I  may  say 
that  there  were  advertisements  appearing  in  the  form  of 
answers  to  correspondents,  but  since  my  client  consulted  me 
upon  them  they  have  not  appeared  in  this  form. 

Are  you  conscious  that  they  have  appeared  in  another 
form  ? — I  was  not  conscious  of  it  until  this  morning. 

In  further  evidence  witness  said  it  was  unfortunate  that 
Mr.  Daniels,  who  practically  ran  the  business,  was  not 
present. 

Mr.  Bathurst :  Suppose  some  person  who  felt  herself 
aggrieved  were  to  apply  to  the  Chancery  Court  for  an  in- 
junction against  the  publishers  of  this  magazine,  and 
possibly  against  the  company,  surely  there  must  be  somebody 
present  in  the  country  who  could  accept  service  of  the 
necessary  proceedings  and  defend  at  short  notice  such  an 
action  ? 

Witness  assented. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  he  said  that  if  Mr.  Daniels 
was  the  debenture  holder  he  would,  of  course,  secure 
priority  over  the  other  creditors  if  the  company  failed. 
He  was  not  aware  that  there  were  any  debentures.  The 
Secretary  could  tell  them  about  that. 

In  reply  to  further  questions  he  said  that  if  any  of 
the  ladies  whose  names  have  been  mentioned  brought  an 
action  against  the  company,  if  there  were  debentures- 
Mr.  Daniels  would  be  a  prior  creditor. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones :  You  were  consulted  by  Mr.  Daniels  with 
regard  to  the  form  of  advertisement  used  by  him? — Yes. 

Would  you  mind  telling  the  Committee  whether  you  think 
it  is  a  legitimate  form  of  advertising  to  publish  apparently 
as  part  of  the  editorial  matter  of  a  newspaper  advice  to 
use  certain  articles  by  means  of  answers  to  fictitious  corre- 
spondents ? — Do  you  want  my  answer  as  a  solicitor  ? 

No  ;  as  a  member  of  the  public  ? — I  think,  presuming  thai 
it  is  purely  fictitious,  my  own  personal  view  would  be  that 
I  would  rather  not  do  that. 

And  whatever  advice  you  gave  to  Mr.  Daniels,  the  result 
was  that  he  stopped  using  that  form  of  advertisement? — 
Yes. 

Pressed  for  the  production  of  a  document  in  his  posses- 
sion, the  witness  said  he  could  not  do  so  without  the 
permission  of  his  client. 

The  Chairman  :  Our  powers  are  very  great,  but  we  only 
desire  to  proceed  so  far  as  in  our  opinion  the  interests  of 
the  public  are  concerned. — I  fully  appreciate  that,  and  if 
you  say  you  want  to  see  particular  documents  which  I  hold 
on  behalf  of  a  client,  I  should  submit  that  I  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  consult  my  client. 

Does  the  secretary's  agreement  define  his  duties  and  his 
responsibility  ?  That  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  us, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  he  has  so  far  refused  to  give 
us  information  on  a  variety  of  points  ? — A  draft  agreement 
passed  through  my  hands,  but  I  think  you  should  ask  Mr. 
Ely  about  that.    He  will  know  what  his  duties  are. 

Do  you  know  if  any  objection  was  raised  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  magazines  to  advertisements  of  the  kind 
inserted  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

"  Mildred  St.  Aubyn." 

Mr.  Ely  was  recalled,  and,  having  been  sworn,  stated 
that  his  duties  were  purely  secretarial.  The  debentures 
which  had  been  issued  in  February  1912  had  been  can- 
celled in  April  of  the  same  year.  He  knew  nothing  of 
the  composition  of  the  preparations  of  the  company. 

The  Chairman :  You  are  speaking  now  on  oath.  Have 
you  any  knowledge  as  to  the  existence  or  non-existence  of 
the  various  ladies  mentioned  in  these  advertisements? — I 
have  no  knowledge  whether  they  exist  or  do  not  exist. 

It  strikes  me  as  strange  that  anyone  in  the  responsible 
position  of  secretary  and  manager  should  not  have  this 
information? — Mr.  Daniels  is  solely  responsible  for  these 
things. 

You  have  never  even  seen  any  letters  from  any  of  these 
ladies  whose  names  I  read  to  you  ? — No. 

You  have  never  seen  any  letters  from  correspondents  to 
which  these  advertisements  are  answers  ? — I  do  not  follow 
that. 

Well,  one  letter  says  :  "  In  reply  to  various  inquiries,  one 
ladv  says,"  etc.    Have  you  seen  any  such  letters? — Yes. 

The  letters  to  which  she  referred  ? — Yes. 

How  did  those  letters  reach  the  firm? — They  were  written 
to  Mildred  St.  Aubyn,  and  they  came  to  us  from  her,  I 
take  it. 

Did  she  send  them  to  you  ? — They  are  at  our  office.  They 
came  to  Mr.  Daniels,  and  not  to  me. 
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How  do  you  know  that  ? — Because  they  are  there,  and  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  them. 
Can  you  produce  them  ? — No. 

I  do  not  think  you  realise  the  powers  of  this  Committee. 
We  do  not  want  to  proceed  to  exercise  our  powers,  but  we 
can  call  for  them. — You  can  call  for  what  you  want,  and  I 
will  decide  whether  you  can  have  them. 

The  Chairman  :  I  must  warn  you  in  your  own  interests  not 
to  be  disrespectful  to  the  Committee.  We  desire  to  know 
whether  these  various  ladies  have  a  real  existence,  or 
whether  they  only  exist  in  imagination,  or  for  advertising 
purposes.  We  are  referring  to  letters  which  you  said  you 
believed  came  addressed  to  Mildred  St.  Aubyn. 

Witness :  This  advertisement  you  are  referring  to  is  six 
months  old.  As  Mr.  Parkes  has  told  you,  it  was  stopped, 
and  it  has  not  been  repeated  this  year. 

The  Chairman  :  As  regards  the  answers  to  correspondents, 
that  is  so;  but  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have 
letters  which  were  sent  to  you  in  your  belief  by  someone 
named  Mildred  St.  Aubyn  ? — Yes,  at  the  time  those  adver- 
tisements were  running. 

Therefore  you  believe  that  Mildred  St.  Aubyn  is  an 
existing  person  ? — That  is  so. 

But  a  little  while  ago  you  said  you  had  no  information  as 
to  whether  these  persons  were  existent  or  non-existent  ? — 
There  may  be  an  actual  person  with  the  nom  de  ■plume  of 
"  Mildred  St.  Aubyn,"  but  I  cannot  give  you  any  definite 
information. 

You  believe  that  a  person  named  St.  Aubyn  actually  exists, 
or  someone  taking  that  name  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

Can  you  say  positively  whether  such  letters  have  or  have 
not  been  received  ? — We  have  had  letters  at  the  office,  but 
they  have  pot  come  through  my  hands. 

The  Chairman  :  Do  you  continue  to  receive  replies  to  these 
advertisements  in  the  names  of  these  ladies? 

Witness  said  he  thought  they  had  had  one  or  two  recc 
through  the  editress  of  "  Home  Notes." 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones:  Those  would  be  letters  asking  for  advice 
from  Mildred  St.  Aubyn  ?— Yes. 

The  editress  sent  those  letters  to  you,  and  you  would  give 
an  answer  ? — Yes,  if  answers  were  required.  Since  these 
advertisements  have  been  discontinued  no  replies  have  been 
sent  in,  but  one  or  two  come  through  occasionally  owing  to 
people  reading  an  old  copy  of  a  magazine.  Those  letters 
are  addressed  to  Mildred  St.  Aubyn,  and  are  opened  at 
the  office. 

Answering  Mr.  Lynch,  witness  said  the  letters  were  opened 
on  instructions  from  the  director. 

To  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Ely  said,  after  some  hesitation, 
that  the  company  had  paid  a  dividend,  but  he  would  not 
say  how  much. 

Asked  by  Dr.  Chappie  who  manufactured  the  pre- 
parations of  the  firm,  he  said  he  did  not  think  he  should 
be  asked  to  say,  and  appealed  to  Mr.  Parkes  for  support. 
There  were  cries  of  order,  and  the  name  being  pressed 
for  by  Sir  P.  Magnus,  who  was  now  in  the  chair,  he 
said  they  got  the  goods  from  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  The 
preparations  went  to  the  offices  of  the  firm  complete. 
No  indication  was  given  of  the  ingredients. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Bathurst,  he  said  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  what  advertising  cost  his  firm.  They  advertised 
in  ten  or  eleven  magazines,  and  the  price  of  the  advertise- 
ment was  about  Ibl.  a  page.  Asked  what  the  turnover 
of  the  company  was,  he  said  he  could  tell  the  Committee, 
but  they  -were  asking  for  private  information  which  they 
had  no  right  to  ask  for. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said  he  would  not  press  the  question. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  questioned  witness  as  to  the  object  in 
spelling  the  names  of  the  company's  products  with  small 
letters,  giving  as  an  instance  "stalax,"  the  advertise- 
ment stating  that  "good  stalax"  should  be  asked  for. 
"  Isn't  that  a  suggestion  that  this  is  an  ordinary  drug?  " 
Witness  replied  that  the  names  were  registered  as  trade- 
marks. A  further  illustration  which  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
put  was  "alakite  of  orange,"  and  witness  explained  that 
alakite  is  a  vanishing  cream  flavoured  with  orange.  He 
further  stated  that  higher  rates-  were  paid  for  advertise- 
ments in  "reading"  form,  and  that  some  papers  insist 
upon  the  word  "advt."  being  placed  at  the  end. 

The  Committee  sat  until  after  2.  Sir  Philip  Magnus 
was  in  the  chair  during  the  last  half-hour,  and  the 
announcement  was  made  that  another  meeting  would  be 
held  on  June  5.  It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Guy  Stephen- 
son, from  the  office  of  the  Public  Prosecutor,  will  be 
recalled. 


A  Sweet  Nitre  Case. 


At  Redditch  Police  Court  on  May  28,  William  Moule,  Ltd., 
were  summoned  under  Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1875,  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  42.3  per 
cent,  deficient  in  nitrous  ether.  Mr.  Hobson,  solicitor,  pro- 
secuted on  behalf  of  the  Worcestershire  County  Council,  and 
Mr.  F.  J.  Whiteley,  solicitor  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Neve, 
Beck  &  Kirby,  London)  defended  on  behalf  of  the  Chemists' 
Defence  Association. 

Police-Constable  Hill  proved  the  purchase  of  1|  oz.  of  the 
drug.  The  manager  of  the  shop  warned  him  that  the  spirit 
was  specially  volatile,  but  he  took  only  half  a  minute  to- 
divide  it  into  three  parts. 

Mr.  Cecil  C.  Duncan,  F.I.C.,  said  he  found  the  sample 
deficient  as  alleged,  but  not  adulterated.  The  loss  of  ethyl 
nitrite  during  the  division  of  the  sample  must  have  been 
infinitesimal,  and  could  not  by  any  possibility  amount  to 
40  per  cent.  The  vast  majority  of  samples  submitted  to 
him  were  well  up  to  the  B.P.  standard. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Dolphin,  chemist  and  druggist,  manager  for 
the  defendants,  stated  that  he  bought  1  lb.  of  sweet  nitre 
last  September  under  warranty  from  a  £ood  wholesale 
house.  It  had  since  been  kept  in  the  cellar.  He  put  about 
4  oz.  at  a  time  into  a  16-oz.  blue  shop-bottle.  What  he  sold 
to  the  inspector  was  nearly  the  last  of  the  pound.  He  was 
able  to  test  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  with  a  nitrometer,  but  as  a 
busy  retail  chemist  had  no  time  for  such  analysis.  They 
bought  from  a  good  wholesale  house,  and  took  the  risk.  The 
reason  for  using  the  16-oz.  bottle  was  that  it  had  been  the 
sweet-nitre  bottle  for  many  years. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Whiteley,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  formerly  lecturer  to 
pharmacy  students  at  University  College,  Nottingham,  and 
now  lecturer  in  chemistry  at  West  Bromwich  Technical 
College,  said  that  sweet  nitre  is  excessively  volatile  and 
unstable.  It  is  not  possible  to  prevent  its  decomposition 
or  sell  it  in  small  quantities  with  the  certainty  that  its 
strength  is  quite  right.  He  did  not  approve  of  the 
inspector's  way  of  treating  lg  oz.  of  the  drug  in  a  6-oz. 
bottle  and  then  dividing  into  three  bottles  holding  I5  oz. 
each.  By  experiment  he  found  that  such  procedure  might 
account  for  12  per  cent.  loss. 

A  magistrate  objected  to  this  comparison,  as  the  tempera- 
ture at  the  present  time  is  80°,  against  40°  on  March  31. 

Witness  further  said  that  opening  the  bottle  once  daily 
resulted  in  a  loss  of  22  per  cent,  of  ethyl  nitrite. 

Mr.  W.  Johnston,  Ph.C,  Brixton,  also  gave  evidence  on 
defendants'  behalf. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Whiteley  having  addressed  the  Bench  in  mitiga- 
tion of  the  penalty,  a  fine  of  10s.  and  costs — total,  21.  Us.  bd. 
— was  imposed. 

Nicotine  in  Fhance. — It  appears  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  discontent  has  arisen  in  France,  especially  in 
the  wine-growing  districts,  with  regard  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  sufficient  supplies  of  nicotine  or  certain  prepara- 
tions of  tobacco  from  the  Government  factories.  It  is  alleged 
that  the  vineyard  proprietors  have  in  recent  times  suffered! 
largely  from  certain  insect-pests,  and  have  been  unable  to 
get  nicotine  preparations,  while  if  they  want  to  import  them 
the  Custom  House  puts  almost  insuperable  difficulties  in  the 
way. 

An  Imaginaey  Witness. — Referring  to  the  Patent  Medi- 
cines Committee,  "Vanity  Fair"  states: 

These  sittings  still  pursue  the  even  tenour  of  their  way, 
and  serve  to  still  further  advertise  the  productions  of  Sir 
Joseph  Oakham,  Mother  Seagull,  Dr.  Pink  Billiams,  and 
other  patrons  of  the  daily  Press. 

A  new  witness  was  Dr.  M.  Y.  Stethoscope,  who'  gave 
evidence  on  behalf  of  the  British  Medical  Corporation. 

Dr.  Stethoscope  said  every  patent  medicine  should  bear 
a  label  stating  exactly  of  what  the  mixture  is  composed. 
This  would  be  a  great  aid  to  the  medical  profession,  as  it 
would  teach  practitioners  how  to  write  out  their  pre- 
scriptions. 

The  Chairman  :  Would  you  place  any  other  restrictions 
on  the  sale  of  patent  medicines? 

Dr.  Stethoscope:  I  think  it  would  be  sufficient  to  make 
the  label  state  the  ingredients  and  the  cost  of  them.  The- 
public  would  then  know  when  they  were  paying  a  shilling 
for  a  medicine  that,  cost  a  fraction  of  a  penny. 

The  Chairman  :  Would  that  benefit  your  profession  ? 

Dr.  Stethoscope :  Undoubtedly,  for  the  public  wou'd 
refuse  to  buy  the  article.  Our  objection,  as  medical  men, 
to  these  patent  medicines  is  that  a  man  gets  in  the  habit 
of  doctoring  himself  by  buying  a  box  of  fifty  pills  for  a 
shilling.  We  wish  to  maintain  the  correct  state  of  affairs 
whereby  a  doctor  looks  at  his  patient's  tongue,  talks  about, 
the  weather  for  three  minutes,  sends  him  two  pills,  and 
charges  five  shillings. 
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Synthetic  Sentences. 

Form  a  pithy  sentence  about  something  pertaining  to 
pharmacy  from  any  words  in  the  Diary  advertisements, 
putting  one  word  only  against  each  number. 
This  was  the  inscription  on  the  second  coupon  issued 
with    the    Chemists'    and    Druggists'    Diary,  1913,  a 
maximum   of   sixteen  words  being  provided    for.  The 
response  is  good,  especially  in  quality,  and  after  careful 
sifting  we  award  the  six  half-guineas  for  the  following 
six  : 

Pharmacy  is  the  art  of  the  Cook,  highly  specialised,  and 
■directed  by  the  hand  of  Science. 

By  Mr.  John  Raffan,  22  Duke  Street,  Huntly,  who 
selected  the  words  from  op.  506,  23,  16,  34,  24,  20,  50,  iii,  30, 
7,  305,  143,  51,  50,  142,  and  510. 

Every  packet,-  box,  or  bottle,  however  little,  should  be 
properly  labelled  before  leaving  the  chemist's  counter. 

By  A.  L.  Blair,  147  Victoria  Road,  Woodstock,  Cape  of 

Good  Hope,  from  words  on  pp.  512,  418,  496,  vi,  146, 

291,  52,  121,  53,  422,  50,  117,  31,  57,  44,  and  283. 

Pharmacists  should  prove  themselves  absolutely  indis- 
pensable by  filling  their  Insurance  Act  orders  as  perfectly 
■as  possible. 

By  W.  Chas.  Sayers,  63  High  Street,  Lewisham,  London, 
S.E.,  the  words  occurring  on  pp.  ii,  vi,  56,  114,  534,  38, 
ii,  330,  251,  547,  50,  417,  251,  253,  50,  and  559  of  the  Diary. 
To  prescribe,  that  is  the  doctor's  business.  Dispensing/ 
that  is  our  business.    Bring  your  prescriptions  here. 

By  John  H.  Nankivell,  3440  West  23rd  Avenue,  Denver, 
Col.,  U.S.A.    The  words  are  from  pp.  336,  305.  303,  489, 
488,  509,  70,  528,  511,  519,  513,  508,  91,  72,  549,  and  132. 
It  may  not  be  professional,  but  a  window -display  of  a 
popular  advertised  pirotected  article  pays. 

By  W.  E.  Gaze,  10  The  Avenue,  Highams  Park,  from 
pp.  405,  340,  411,  412,  30,  319,  294,  267,  101,  iii,  6,  153,  151, 
255,  295,  and  127. 

The  successful  pharmacist  must  carry  the  minimum  of 
stock,  and  still  supply  everything  in  his  line. 

Bv  J.  T.  Walters,  13  Old  Street,  London,  E.C.  The 
words  are  from  pp.  6,  16,  106,  42,  41,  60,  23,  24,  15,  47, 
68,  57,  36,  61,  69,  .and  29. 

The  manner  in  which  some  competitors  carry  out  the 
spirit  of  the  competition,  while  providing  excellent 
pharmaceutical  aphorisms,  is  commendable.  Thus  in 
•checking  Mr.  Raffan's  references  the  advertisements  of 
two  colleges  of  pharmacy  are  consulted,  then  in  succes- 
sion Vibrona,  Maw's  page,  Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.'s, 
Fletcher's  Itrosyl,  Potter  &  Clarke's  Cachou  page, 
George  Cook's  shop-fittings,  Wright,  Layman  & 
Umney's  perfume  concentrates,  James  Townsend  k  Son's. 
Papier  Poudre  and  Poppoea,  Freeman's  Chlorodyne, 
"Tabloid"  First-Aid,  Stipendum  Stoppers,  George 
Cook  again,  Baiss's  page,  and  Reynolds  &  Branson's. 
Besides  those  entitled  to  half-guineas  (these  prizes  are 
not  divisible)  there  are  five  which  for  one  reason  or 
other  deserve  mention,  and  we  propose  to  award  each 
of  them  a  copy  of  the  "  Chemists'  Dictionary  of 
Synonyms."    The  synthetic  sentences  are  : 

Worthless  substitutes  "just  as  good"  mean  that  dis- 
criminating customers  get  all  requirements  from,  brother 
pharmacists. — A.  S.  Taylor,  Ph.C,  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary, 
Bristol. 

Pharmacy  without  your  journal 
Is  like  a  nut  without  a  kernel. 
■ — Miss  G.  Cowley,  18  Alfreton  Road,  Nottingham. 
Progressive  chemists  m.ake  extra  profit  by  the  invaluable 
information  supplied  in  the  leaves  of  the  "  Diary." — F.  J. 
Janes,  5  Kingsbury  Square,  Aylesbury. 

In  all  the  branches  of  his  varied  trade, 
This  "  Diary  "  is  the  chemist's  constant  aid. 
— Thos.   McEvee,   The  Pharmacy,  Main  Street,  Kinsale, 
Ireland. 

Satisfaction  to  customers  is  the  only  basis  for  a  lasting 
business.  Quality  tells  more  than  price. — Aethue  Thomson, 
106  High  Street,  Wandsworth,  S.W. 

The  Hague  Opium  Conference. — The  International 
'Opium  Conference  held  at  The  Hague  in  1912  has  again 
"been  convoked  by  the  Dutch  Government  to  meet  on 
July  1  in  order  that  it  may  arrive  at  a  decision  regard- 
ing the  ratification  of  the  treaties  which  were  the  out- 
come of  that  Conference,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  all  the 
countries  represented  have  not  announced  their  adher- 
ence to  the  convention  arranged. 


MEDICAL  GLEANINGS. 


Fungi  as  Styptics. 

In  the  "British  Medical  Journal"  Dr.  Edward  Knight 
reports  on  the  use  of  the  giant  puff-ball,  Lycoperdon 
giganteum,  in  arresting  haemorrhage.  He  quotes  several 
references  to  its  successful  employment,  and  adds  : 

"  I  have  seen  troublesome  bleeding  after  the  extraction  of 
a  tooth  readily  stopped  by  a  bit  of  puff-ball  thrust  into 
the  empty  socket  when  other  styptics  have  been  applied 
with  no  good  result.  If  the  plug  is  swallowed  accidentally 
it  can  do  no  harm,  as  the  fungus  is  quite  innocuous  when 
eaten.  Heating  the  puff-ball  in  an  oven  to  render  the  dress- 
ing aseptic  does  not  appear  to  impair  its  haemostatic  pro- 
perties. One  objection  may  be  raised  to  its  application  to 
wounds  of  the  face — that  an  ugly  brownish  stain  is  often 
left,  but  this  usually  soon  disappears.  In  times  when  more 
often  than  not  excessive  haemorrhage  was  checked  with 
burning  irons,  boiling  oil  and  tar,  and  powerful  escharotics, 
the  application  in  their  place  of  soft  non-irritating  fungi 
must  have  been  greatly  appreciated  by  patients  who  were 
wont'  to  suffer  much  under  the  hands  of  surgeons." 

Activity  of  Opium  Alkaloids. 

The  Difference  between  the  action  of  morphine  and 
opium  has  often  been  emphasised,  and  is  especially  im- 
portant in  view  of  the  contention  that  alkaloidal  solu- 
tions may  replace  galenical  preparations  of  drugs.  The 
"British  Medical  Journal"  (May  24,  1913)  gives  a  sum- 
mary of  the  recent  conclusions  on  this  matter.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  a  mixture  of  all  the  alkaloids  of  opium 
has  a  narcotic  effect  not  only  greater  than  the  morphine 
in  it  will  account  for,  but  considerably  greater  than 
a  summation  of  the  effects  of  the  different  alkaloids 
would  lead  us  to  anticipate.  Most  of  the  alkaloids  other 
than  morphine  are  present  in  very  small  amount,  and 
some  of  them  have  an  action  which  is  antagonistic  to  that 
of  morphine.  It  is  to  Straub,  Director  of  the  Institute 
of  Pharmacology  in  Freiburg,  that  we  are  indebted  for 
the  first  attempt  to  explain  this  discrepancy — the  physio- 
logical action  of  morphine  and  the  total  alkaloids  of 
opium.  According  to  Straub,  the  increased  effect  of 
morphine  when  united  with  the  other  alkaloids  of  opium 
is  due  to  the  presence  of  one  of  them  only — narcotirre, 
which  is  present  in  very  small  quantity,  and  is  by 
itself  almost  inactive.  It  is  a  case  in  which  the  two 
alkaloids  added  (a+b)  have  a  physiological  effect  nearer  to 
their  product  (axb).  On  cats  narcotine  has  no  par- 
ticular effect,  nor  does  morphine  produce  narcosis  in 
cats.  A  quantity  of  morphine  sufficient  to  narcotise  any 
other  animal  of  equal  weight  produces  in  the  cat  a 
state  of  violent  excitement.  If,  however,  a  mixture  of 
equal  parts  of  morphine  and  narcotine  be  administered 
to  a  cat,  no  excitement  follows  :  the  animal  becomes  dull, 
indifferent  to  its  surroundings,  and  soon  sleeps.  It 
appears  also  from  Straub's  experiments  on  other  animals 
that  the  paralysing  action  of  morphine  on  the  respira- 
tory centre  is  very  much  lessened — in  some  cases 
abolished  by  the  addition  to  the  morphine  of  an  equal 
quantity  of  narcotine.  Irr  the  case  of  mice  the  toxicity 
of  morphine,  with  narcotine  added,  is  so  small  as  to 
be  scarcely  measurable.  Straub  has  experimented  with 
different  proportions  of  the  two  alkaloids,  and  has 
found  that  the  maximum  increase  in  the  narcotic  effect 
of  the  morphine  and  decrease  in  its  toxicity  are  obtained 
when  they  are  mixed  in  equal  quantities.  Opium  con- 
tains only  0.02  per  cent,  of  narcotine,  as  against  10  per 
cent,  of  morphine.  Straub  has  had  prepared  a  double 
salt,  the  two  alkaloids  in  equal  proportions — a  meconate 
of  morphine  and  narcotine — which  he  calls  narcophina. 
Clinical  trials  of  this  drug  seem  to  substantiate  these 
conclusions.  Narcophina  is  given  in  doses  of  2  or  3  eg. 
as  a  simple  hypnotic.  Sleep  generally  supervenes  in 
from  a  half  to  one  hour  and  lasts  six  to  eight  hours. 


Acetic  Acid  in  Lemonade. — The  Austrian  Home  Secre- 
tary has  recently  issued  a  decree  to  analytical  laboratories 
regarding  the  use  of  acetic  acid  in  lemonade  in  place  of 
tartaric  and  citric  acid.  Such  addition,  it  is  declared, 
should  be  regarded  as  an  adulteration. 
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ASSOCIATION  AFFAIRS. 

Birkenhead.— A  meeting-  of  the  Birkenhead  and  Wirral 
Association  of  Pharmacists  was  held  on  May  22.  There  were 
nineteen  members  present,  with  the  President  (Mr.  Wood- 
field  Cooke)  in  the  chair.  The  business  was  a  discussion  of 
alterations  in  the  tariff  for  National  Insurance  dispensing, 
after  which  Mr.  F.  C.  Cooling  gave  an  account  of  the  meet- 
ing of  delegates  in  London  on  May  7. 

Dundee.  —The  Dundee  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Appren- 
tices' Association  started  their  summer  programme  by  hold- 
ing a  ramble  on  Victoria  Day,  May  21,  when  chemists'  shops 
were  closed  early,  thus  allowing  a  full  afternoon  for  "  enthu- 
siasts." A  party  of  over  thirty  started  for  Lochee  terminus, 
with  the  intention  of  walking  to  the  Sidlaws  via  Auchter- 
house,  and  to  return  by  Downfleld,  but,  owing  to  showery 
weather,  only  a  few  ventured  the  whole  road.  At  Auchter- 
house  tea  was  provided,  and  the  company  were  much  in- 
debted to  "  Jimmy  McDowell  "  for  his  banjo  entertainment 
afterwards.  Miss  Glen  also  sang.  In  spite  of  the  weather, 
a  most  enjoyable  day  was  spent. — The  outing  of  the  Dundee 
and  East  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held 
on  the  same  day.  The  party  took  train  to  Perth,  where 
they  were  received  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Harley  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forbes.    A  few  of  the  local  places  of  interest 


Dundee  Paett  at  Kinfauns  Castle. 


were  visited,  then,  adjourning  to  the  Grand  Hotel,  a  very 
short  business  meeting  was  held  to  dissolve  the  Forfarshire 
and  District  Chemists'  Association.  Mr.  T.  S.  Peebles  (Pre- 
sident), in  moving  the  dissolution,  said  he  felt  that  the  right 
course  had  been  adopted  in  forming  one  Association  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  the  two  smaller  bodies  which  had  formerly 
looked  after  the  affairs  of  Dundee  and  Forfarshire,  and  he 
hoped  that  every  chemist  in  the  district  would  become  a 
member  of  the  new  Association.  Dinner  was  then  served, 
and  afterwards  a  drive  of  about  ten  miles  was  taken,  the 
route  being  across  Kinnoull  Hill  to  Glencarso  and  Kinfauns, 
then  back  to  Perth.  Mr.  Harley  had  obtained  permission 
from  the  Earl  of  Moray  to  go  through  the  grounds  and 
gardens  of  Kinfauns  Castle,  and  this  was  very  much  appre- 
ciated. Mr.  Chalmers  (Newport)  took  a  photograph  of  the 
party,  a  glimpse  of  the  castle  being  in  the  background. 
After  returning  to  Perth  tea  was  served  in  the  Grand  Hotel, 
and  a  most  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Stephen  (President),  accorded  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harley 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forbes  for  making  such  excellent 
arrangements. 

Glasgow.  —At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Hart  (President)  in  the  chair,  the  Trade  Committee 
reported  that,  in  connection  with  the  price-protection  ques- 
tion, the  replies  from  the  manufacturers  and  also  from 
Associations  were  coming  to  hand  very  satisfactorily,  and 
they  had  under  consideration  what  further  steps  might  be 
taken  to  bring:  about  the  desired  result.  It  was  agreed  to 
go  forward  with  the  republication  of  the  Glasgow  Formu- 
lary, and  it  was  suggested  that  a  tentative  list  of  prepara- 
tions should  be  submitted  to  the  local  Medical  Committee 
for  their  advice  and  assistance.  Arrangements  for  the 
holding  of  the  annual  bursary  competition  for  assistants 
were  also  discussed.  The  examination  will  take  place  in 
June  (possibly  about  the  third  week)  in  the  Association's 
Rooms  at  180  West  Regent  Street.  The  Secretary  (Mr. 
G.  S.  Kitchin,  116  Nithsdale  Road,  Pollokshields)  Will  be 
glad  to  receive  the  names  of  intending  competitors  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  a  good  entry  is  anticipated.  The  Phar- 
macy, Trade,  Formulary,  and  other  Committees  were  ap- 
pointed, and  it  was  further  decided  that  the  members  and 
friends  will  have  an  excursion  on  Tuesday,  June  24,  to 
Loch  Lomond,  perhaps. 


Xilncoln.-  The    first    general    meeting    of    the  Lincoln 

Lindscy  County  Association  was  held  at  the  Coffee  Palace, 
Lincoln,  on  May  22.  Representatives  from  Louth,  Grimbsy, 
Cleethorpes,  Market  Rasen,  Gainsborough,  and  Scunthorpe 
were  present,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  sen. 
(Scunthorpe).  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
year  1913-14  :  President,  Mr.  Forrester  (Cleethorpes) ;  Secret, 
tary  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  Humphrey  (Cleethopes) ;  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Lee  (Gainsborough),  Mr.  Fletcher,  jun.  (Scun- 
thorpe), Mr.  Dennis  (Louth),  Mr.  Datson  (Lincoln),  Mr. 
Osborne  (Caistor),  Mr.  Humphrey  (Cleethorpes).  Mr.  Lee- 
(Gainsborough)  then  opened  a  discussion  on  the  new  tariff,, 
and  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  Lindsey  only  75  per 
cent,  of  the  first  six  weeks'  accounts  had  been  paid.  This, 
he  concluded,  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  chemists  have  been, 
so  badly  organised  and  have  had  no  official  representation  at 
headquarters.  With  reference  to  the  new  tariff,  he  explained, 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  small  representation  at  the  meeting 
when  they  had  to  lay  the  new  tariff  before  the  medical  men 
that  the  latter  would  agree  to  nothing.  There  were  seven 
different  suggestions,  and  the  doctors  gave  way  in  no  single- 
instance.  Mr.  Ashton  (Grimsby)  gave  an  account  of  the 
London  Conference.  A  resolution  was  carried  unanimously 
■that  the  Association  objects  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society- 
accepting  any  assistants'  qualification  other  than  the  Minor- 
certificate.  The  next  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  June  at 
Grimsby. 

London.- The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  North  London 
Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  at  Northampton  House, 
Highbury,  on  May  22,  seventy  members  being  present. 
Eight  new  members  were  elected.  The  report  and  financial, 
statement  were  read  and  adopted.  The  statement  showed, 
income  of  697.  6*.  and  expenditure  of  517.  XQs.  9d.,  the 
balance  thus  being  111.  15s.  id.  The  Middlesex  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  required  Is.  6d.  from  each  of  123  shops, 
but  only  37.  10s.  has  been  paid,  and  57.  14s.  bd.  has  still  to  be 
paid.  The  report  dealt  with  the  work  of  the  session.  Since 
July  25,  1912,  twenty  meetings  have  been  held.  The- 
meinbership  commenced  with  seventy ;  it  is  now  256,  with 
twenty-one  in  the  counties,  making  277,  which  with  twelve-- 
passed  to  other  Associations  makes  289.  Chemists  on  the  paneL 
number  142,  of  whom  106  are  linked  up ;  in  Middlesex, 
ninety-two  out  of  ninety-seven.  A  set  of  "  Year-books"  has 
been  presented  to  the  Association  by  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference,  to  be  housed  at  the  Dispensary,  G.N.C. 
Hospital.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Coulter,  seconded  by  Mr. 
A.  E.  Bailey,  the  reports  were  adopted.  The  general  feeling- 
was  that  the  officers  of  the  past  year  should  continue  in  office 
for  another  period,  but,  owing  to  slight  changes  in  the 
Organisation  Committee,  three  new  members  had  to  be 
appointed  to  the  Executive  Committee.  These  were  Messrs. 
J.  McRostie,  C.  T.  Bennett,  and  A.  Smith.  Subsequently, 
Mr.  G.  A.  Tocher,  on  behalf  of  the  London  County  Associa- 
tion, and  Mr.  A.  E.  Bailey,  for  the  Middlesex  one,  explained 
matters  affecting  members  of  the  two  areas,  which  brought 
forth  some  amazing  revelations  of  the  dilatory  methods  of 
Insurance  Committees.  A  further  discussion  on  trade 
matters  took  place,  and  on  hearing  an  exposition  by  Mr. 
Hugo  Wolff  it  was  decided  to  appoint  a  Trade  Secretary,  as- 
in  similar  large  Associations  ;  Mr.  Wolff  was  unanimously- 
elected.  It  was  moved  by  the  Treasurer  that  two  guineas  be 
subscribed  by  the  Association  to  the  funds  of  the  Entertain- 
ment Committee  welcoming  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference on  its  Jubilee  meeting,  and  Mr.  Skinner  received 
the  names  of  several  new  members  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  General  Secretaries.  After  outlining  summer  arrange- 
ments and  future  policy,  an  interesting  and  pleasing  surprise 
was  given  to  the  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  Skinner,  Ph.C.)  Mr. 
Noble,  who  had  taken  the  place  of  Mr.  Hearle,  who  had  been 
Acting  Chairman,  presented  to  Mr.  Skinner,  on  behalf  of 
the  members,  a  silver-fitted  suit-case,  with  a  silver-mounted 
rose-bowl  for  Mrs.  Skinner.  The  presentation  brought  to  a 
close  the  ten  months'  campaign  which  has  linked  289 
pharmacists  together. — The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Associa- 
tion is  forsaking  its  home  for  many  years  past  at  73  New- 
man Street  for  other  premises.  The  situation  of  the  new- 
rooms  has  not  yet  been  definitely  decided  upon. 

London  (W.).— The  annual  general  meeting  of  the- 
Western  Pharmacists'  Association  (of  London)  was  held  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  London.  W.C.,  on  May  28,  the  Pre- 
sident (Mr.  C.  T.  Allen)  presiding  over  an  attendance  of 
about  forty  members.  The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of 
87.  2s.  Zd.  was  left  at  the  bank,  after  paying  the  year's 
expenses.  There  were  357  paid  subscriptions,  including- 
twenty  of  Is.  bd.  from  managers  of  company-chemists.  Only 
154  drug  tariffs  had  been  sold.  The  total  receipts  were- 
1237.  7s.  The  deficit  on  social  functions  was  about  207.  The 
latter  sum  had  also  been  paid  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Insurance  to  free  members  of  any  liability 
to  the  Standing  Committee.  Payments  of  77.  3s.  and  of 
4/.   4s.    were   made   to  the  London  County  Pharmacists-' 
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Association  and  to  the  Middlesex  Pharmacists'  Association 
respectively.  Five  guineas  was  donated  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund.  Postage  was  over  111.,  and  expenses  for  local  meet- 
ings (a  new  item)  amounted  to  3^.  18s.  bd.  The  report  was 
unanimously  adopted.  Mr.  R.  E.  Lownsbrough  then  read 
the  Secretaries'  statement.  The  Association  has  now  439 
members  (including  twenty-six  company-chemists'  managers 
and  twenty-six  members  in  the  outlying  districts  of  Middle- 
sex), compared  with  200  at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  The 
attendance  at  the  social  functions  averaged  100,  and  at  the 
meetings  sixty-four.  Well  over  ten  thousand  communica- 
tions had  been  sent  out  by  the  Secretaries.  The  President 
said  the  work  devolving  on  the  Secretaries  had  been  almost 
overwhelming,  and  the  members  must  be  extremely  indebted 
to  them.  The  Chairman  also  congratulated  Mr.  E.  White 
on  the  position  he  gained  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  elec- 
tion, Mr.  Barrett  doing  the  same  later  in  the  evening.  Mr. 
White,  in  replying,  said  they  needed  more  London  members 
on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  After  an  alteration  of 
Rule  4,  which  allowed  the  Executive  Committee  to  be  in- 
creased from  twelve  to  sixteen,  the  following  members  were 
elected  nem.  con.  to  this  committee  :  Messrs.  E.  White,  J.  T. 
Barrett,  H.  R.  Procter,  A.  Latrielle  (retiring  members), 
W.  Wilkinson,  A.  Wigginton,  and  J.  A.  A.  Atkin  (new 
members).  It  was  understood  that  the  nominations  are  to 
include  a  representative  for  each  of  the  eight  boroughs  in 
the  area  covered  by  the  Association.  There  is  one  vacancy 
left  on  the  committee,  which  is  to  be  filled  by  a  representa- 
tive for  Kensington.  The  auditors  (Messrs.  John  Smith  and 
N.  H.  Schollar)  were  re-elected.  In  moving  a  formal  vote 
•of  thanks  to  the  Secretaries,  the  Chairman  announced  they 
had  agreed  to  accept  office  for  the  ensuing  year,  this  state- 
ment evoking  much  applause.  The  Association's  delegates 
appointed  for  the  B.P.C.  meeting  are  Messrs.  J.  D.  Marshall, 
F.  U.  Stamp,  and  W.  F.  Gulliver.  The  subsequent  proceed- 
ings related  to  the  Glasgow  circular  re  price  protection,  the 
Chairman  reading  an  open  letter  to  the  Association  from 
Mr.  W.  Johnston,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trades  Association.  All  the  replies  except  one 
postcard  sent  out  by  the  Western  Pharmacists'  Association 
were  in  favour  of  some  form  of  price  protection.  The  Chair- 
man, in  his  remarks,  pointed  out  that  it  is  cutters  who 
■substitute  most. 

Mansfield.  —The  annual  meeting  of  the  Mansfield  Phar- 
macists' Association  was  held  at  the  Swan  Hotel,  Mansfield, 
on  May  21.  The  Vice-President  (Mr.  Jesson)  was  in  the 
chair,  and  there  were  also  present  sixteen  members  and  Mr. 
A.  H.  Bell  (Hon.  Secretary).  The  Secretary  reported  that 
the  membership  has  increased,  sixteen  new  members  having 
been  elected.  The  Treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  in 
hand  of  11.  8s.  Id.  A  grant  was  made  of  one  guinea  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund.  The  officers  for  the  year  were  elected  as 
follows:  President,  Mr.  A.  E.  Jesson  (Mansfield  Wocdhouse) ; 
Vice-President,  Mr.  G.  W.  Briggs  (Sutton-in-Ashfield) ;  Trea- 
surer, Mr.  B.  Adams  (Mansfield) ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Bell.  Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  retiring  officers.  The 
Secretary  then  read  the  report  of  the  conference  between  the 
doctors,  chemists,  and  the  Insurance  Committee,  which  was 
considered  satisfactory.  Mr.  Pegg,  one  of  the  delegates  to 
the  London  Conference,  gave  a  report  of  the  meeting.  After 
reading  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cadge,  of  Bingham,  it  was  decided, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  to  Mansfield,  that  small 
Associations  be  started  in  the  outlying  districts,  and  a  central 
committee  formed  from  all  the  Associations  to  deal  with 
important  matters.' 

Northampton.— The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Northampton  Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  Franklin's 
Hotel,  Northampton,  on  May  20.  Mr.  F.  C.  Ashford  (Vice- 
President)  presided.  Thirteen  members  were  present  and 
Mr.  H.  Rolfe  (Hon.  Secretary).  The  Secretary's  annual 
report  summarised  the  past  year's  work.  The  membership 
has  increased  from  fifteen  to  twenty-one,  and  every  chemist 
on  the  panel  is  a  member.  The  balance-sheet  showed 
hi.  Is.  bd.  in  hand.  The  reports  were  adopted.  The  election 
of  officers  then  took  place  as  follows:  President,  Mr.  F.  C. 
Ashford;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  Flinton  Harris  and  Mr. 
Wright ;  Auditor,  Mr.  North ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  H. 
Rolfe.  The  sum  of  one  guinea  was  voted  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund.  Mr.  North  then  gave  a  report  of  the  recent  meeting 
in  London  of  delegates  of  local  Associations.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  revision  of  the  rules  of  the  Association  was  next 
conS'dered,  and,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rolfe,  the  officers 
of  the  Association  were  appointed  as  a  committee.  A  rule 
"was  added  that  all  members  are  expected  to  join  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society.  A  brief  discussion  as  to  the  desirability 
of  chemists  being  represented  on  the  Insurance  Complaints 
Committee  concluded  the  meeting. 

Royal  Institution.— Professor  Silvanus  P.  Thompson 
gave  the  Friday  evening  discourse  on  May  23.  the  subject 
being  "  The  Secret  of  the  Permanent  Magnet."  It  was  an 
interesting  account  of  the  properties  of  magnets  and  the 


considerations  which  have  to  be  taken  into  account  in  their 
manufacture.  Magnets  should  be  made  long  or  with  a 
nearly  closed  circuit,  and  of  alloy  steel,  such  as  tungsten 
steel,  forged  at  as  low  a  temperature  as  possible.  The  metal 
should  then  be  heated  over  the  temperature  of  calescence, 
and  quenched  while  it  is  non-magnetic.  The  metal  is 
matured  by  prolonged  gentle  heating.  The  method  of  mag- 
netising is  of  comparatively  little  importance  compared  with 
the  other  details.  Each  of  the  points  mentioned  was  ex- 
plained experimentally.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture 
Professor  Thompson  gave  a  demonstration  of  Poulsen's  tele- 
graphone,  an  instrument  which  magnetically  records  and 
reproduces  the  voice.  The  effect  is  somewhat  like  a  gramo- 
phone, but  a  steel  wire  is  employed  in  place  of  the  cylinder 
or  disc. 

Salford,— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Salford  Pharma- 
cists' Association  was  held  on  May  22  at  the  Cattle  Market' 
Hotel.  The  election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows :  Mr. 
J.  W.  Gill  re-elected  President,  Mr.  J.  L.  Davison  re- 
elected Secretary,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Harrop  Treasurer.  The 
ballot  for  Council  resulted  in  the  election  of  Messrs.  Cutti- 
ford,  Jones,  Lewis,  Simmons,  Stout,  and  Thompson.  The 
Treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  of  about  11.  The  Secre- 
tary reported  that  he  had  received  5?.  15s.  in  donations  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on 
Insurance.  Strong  feeling  was  expressed  that  pharmacists' 
accounts  should  be  paid  more  promptly,  and  a  resolution  to 
that  effect  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  local  Insurance 
Committee. 


Chemists  at  Play. 


The    Leicester    Pharmacy   Athletic    Club  met  the 

Tramways  C.C.  on  May  22,  and  scored  a  capital  win  after 
a  good  game.  Of  their  total  of  124,  Ferguson  was  responsible 
for  46,  Dennis  for  20,  and  Page  for  18.  Their  opponents 
scored  101. 

The  Cricket  Match  played  at  Raynes  Park  on  May  24 
between  the  British  Drug  Houses  C.C.  and  May  &  Baker 
C.C.  was  won  by  the  former,  who  scored  ninety-four  to 
thirty-one  by  their  opponents.  For  the  winners,  Reynolds 
made  twenty-two  runs  and  C.  Parker  nineteen,  while  Taylor 
took  seven  wickets  for  fourteen  runs  and  Thorley  three 
wickets  for  thirteen. 

The  Annual  Match  between  the  employes  in  the 
London  Office  and  Works  of  Messrs.  T.  Morson  &  Son  was 
played  at  Ponder's  End  on   May  24.      The  Works  team 


The  Winning-  Eieven.    (The  inset  is  the  Cup.) 


repeated  last  year's  performance,  and  won  easily  by  fifty- 
four  runs.  At  the  close  of  the  game  Mrs.  T.  P.  Morson 
presented  the  winning  eleven  with  a  handsome  silver  cup, 
which  is  to  be  played  for  annually,  and  to  be  retained  by 
the  winners  for  one  year.  In  the  evening  the  teams  dined 
together  at  the  neighbouring  tavern. 

A  Kelp  Concession. — The  Mexican  Government  recently 
Trnnted  four  concessions  authorising  the  exploitation  of  the 
beds  of  kelp  along  the  Lower  California!!  coast. 
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National  Health  Insurance. 

Administration  of  Medical  Benefit  as  regards 
Chemists'  Interests. 


Insurance  Dispensing  Experiences. 

In  the  North  of  Scotland. 

Scottie  (19/22)  sends  the  following  figures  to  show  the 
effect  of  the  National  Insurance  Act  on  his  business  (a  small 
dispensing  one  run  by  himself  and  one  apprentice,  and 
established  twenty  years)  : 

Ordinary  Dispensing. — January  15  to  April  14,  1912  :  New 
prescriptions,  439  ;  repeat  ditto,  560.  January  15  to  April  14, 
1913  :  New  prescriptions,  507 ;  repeat  ditto,  458. 

Insurance  Dispensing  (not  included  in  above  figures). — 
New  and  repeat  prescriptions,  709. 

Ordinary  returns  for  January  15  to  April  14  : 
Increase   £14   8  0 

Insurance  account    23    0  0 

Total  increase   £37   8  0 

The  greatest  outcry  in  "  Scottie's  "  part  of  the  country 
comes,  he  says,  from  the  more  remote  country  places  and 
towns  where  they  have  never  had  to  dance  to  the  music  of 
Jesse  or  face  the  more  severe  co-op.  competition. 

By  Chemists  in  Kent. 
From  January  15  until  the  end  of  April  we  have  dis- 
pensed 2,445  prescriptions,  the  bulk  of  which  are  for  mix- 
tures, and  we  have  had  none  that  presented  any  difficulty 
beyond  the  average.  No  suppositories,  bougies,  plasters, 
emulsions,  pessaries,  or  capsules  have  come  our  way,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  stray  ointment  or  so  it  has  been 
very  straightforward  work,  while  we  have  not  had  any 
incompatibles  to  worry  us,  nor  even  overdoses ;  in  fact,  ail 
the  other  wav — frequently  only  one  ingredient  and  then 
"  aq.  ad."  We  find  the  best  way,  although  it  entails  extra 
work,  is  to  copy  all  prescriptions,  and,  in  fact,  treat  them 
in  every  way  as  private  scripts  would  be  treated.  As  there 
seems  to  be  no  way  out  of  "  Rep.  mist.,"  we  are  thus  enabled 
to  trace  as  quickly  as  possible,  while  all  labels  are  numbered, 
and  verv  few  patients  forget  to  bring  their  bottles  with 
them.  From  January  15  to  April  15  we  sent  in  to  the  Insur- 
ance Committee  2,100  scripts,  totalling  Abl.  odd — an  average 
of  6i-cZ. 

Our  returns  for  January,  February,  March,  and  April  1912 
were  423?.  ;  for  the  same  four  months  of  1913  they  were  496/. 
We  note  a  large  decrease  in  the  sale  of  our  own  preparations, 
but  an  increase  in  the  demand  for  well-advertised  pro- 
prietaries, while  our  own  prescribing  has  fallen  most 
woefully. 

At  present  most  mixtures  are  8  and  12  oz.,  3ss.  Id.  We 
feel,  probably  in  common  with  many  others,  that  it  is  hard, 
responsible  work,  very  poorly  paid  and  very  irksome,  while 
we  consider  that  the  whole  craft  have  been  properly  "  let 
in  "  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee,  especially 
on  the  second  tariff.  The  main  idea  throughout  seems  to  be 
that  hitherto  chemists  have  made  iniquitous  and  exorbitant 
profits,  which  shall  now  be  drastically  revised.  Our  best 
thanks  are  due  to  the  C.  &  D.  for  its  interpretation  of  many 
knotty  points  and  kindly  encouragement  during  the  stormy 
days  that  have  passed.  May  it  prove  still  more  helpful  in 
the  dark  days  which  are  certainly  to  come. 

Our  dispensing  average  before  the  Act  was  one  prescrip- 
tion per  week. — (67/34.) 

"  As  the  Act  affects  some  of  us  in  North  Kent,"  writes 
another  chemist  (59/14),  "  it  has  considerably  reduced  our 
takings  in  the  retail,  own  preparations,  and  counter-prescrib- 
ing, and  apparently  destroyed  the  personality  we  once  had. 
My  takings  have  decreased  by  11.  to  81.  weekly,  and  the  only 
recompense  I  get  is  about  Zl.  5s.  from  Insurance  work. 
Hours  of  business  are  increased,  and  no  half-holiday  or  free 
Sunday;  in  fact,  one  is  never  done,  and  although  one  puts 
in  twelve  to  sixteen  hours  more  weekly,  one's  income  has 
had  a  great  set-back.  It  seems  to  me  we  have  become 
slaves  to  the  medicoes  and  public  benefactors  to  the  nation, 
and  I  am  sure  this  is  not  the  Chancellor's  intentions.  As 
chemists,  we  are  reticent  and  not  complaining  (excepting 
within  ourselves) ;  hence  we  are  sticking  to  our  posts  and 
hoping  better  conditions  will  soon  prevail.  The  medical 
men  are  taking  the  wives  and  families  of  the  insured  (into 
their  family  club)  at  a  ridiculously  low  rate,  and  this 
enormously  affects  our  retail.  The  Act  may  be  welcome  to 
some  struggling  chemists  who  formerly  had  little  to  do,  but 
even  they  must  find  it  a  great  tie.  The  day  of  the  snug  and 
comfortably  worked  business  is  gone.  Again,  if  we  are  to 
be  subjected  to  such  meagre  remuneration,  it  is  going  to 
have  a  very  detrimental  effect  (in  the  near  future)  on  the 
assistants'  salaries.  Just  now  assistants  are  at  a  premium, 
but  matters  will  soon  level  themselves,  and  then?  " 


Dispensing  Arrangements. 

Reports   relating    to    the    administration    of  Medical: 

Benefit  so  far  as  it  affects  pharmacists. 

Cambridgeshire.  —The  Insurance  Committee  are  not  to 
pay  the  prescription-copying  fee,  and  they  have  submitted 
a  request  to  the  local  Medical  Committee  to  supply  dupli- 
cate copies  to  chemists.  The  Commissioners  have  disap- 
proved of  a  flat  rate  of  bd.  for  dressings,  as  being  excessive, 
and  advised  the  Committee  that  before  it  approved  of  any 
flat  rate  they  would  require  to  consult  chemists'  representa- 
tives as  to  what  they  would,  in  the  circumstances,  regard 
as  a  fair  rate  of  payment.  It  was  agreed  to  continue  the 
old  arrangement  as  to  poison-bottles.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  are  nearly  40,000  insured  persons  in  the  county.  Of 
these,  11,093  have  not  yet  been  allocated  to  the  panel  doctors. 
Of  the  remaining  28.907,  a  large  proportion — viz.,  15,076 — are 
receiving  medical  attendance  and  medicine  from  panel 
doctors  under  the  mile  radius.  This  leaves  only  13,831  to 
be  dispensed  for  by  the  thirty  pharmacists  on  the  panel. 
For  this  number  of  insured  10,723  prescriptions  have  been 
dispensed  during  the  first  quarter,  and  these  appear  to  have 
been  very  unevenly  distributed,  one  chemist  having  as  many 
as  1,560,  while  the  lowest  on  the  list  can  only  account'  for 
two.  After  checking,  the  cost  works  out  at  about  211.  per 
1,000  prescriptions.  The  Insurance  Committee  have  decided 
to  pay  80  per  cent,  on  account  of  the  bills.  The  amounts- 
were  passed  last  Saturday,  so  that  immediate  payment  may 
be  expected.  The  Insurance  Clerk  has  consented  to  allow 
any  pharmacist  to  have  his  prescriptions  back  for  re- 
examination, in  order  to  prevent  errors  in  pricing  in  the 
future.  The  Friendly  Societies'  Medical  Association  has 
been  approved  until  the  joint  scheme  between  the  County 
Council  and  the  Nursing  Association  is  started,  subject  to 
the  condition  that  insured  persons  be  able  to  go  to  any 
panel  chemist.  It  was  agreed  "  That  the  chemists'  accounts 
for  the  supply  of  drugs  be  paid  in  the  first  instance  by  the 
Insurance  Committee,  and  that  it  should  be  refunded  by 
the  Institution  to  the  Insurance  Committee."  This  is 
scarcely  likely  to  be  approved  by  the  Commissioners,  as  a 
short  time  ago  the  Insurance  Clerk  received  the  following 
communication  from  the  Commissioners: 

It  has  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  that  in.  some 
cases  the.  medical  officers  of  approved  institutions,  in  prescribing 
medicines  for  insured  persons'  who  have  elected  to  receive  medical 
attendance  and  treatment  through  the  institutions,  have  been  using 
the  prescription^books  supplied  to  doctors  on  the  panel.  Payments 
in  respect  of  medicines  and  appliances  for  insured  persons  taking 
their  medical  attendance  and  treatment  through  an,  institution 
must,  in  accordance  with  regulation  48  of  the  Administration  of 
Medical  Benefit  Regulations,  be  made  out  of  the  Institutions  Fund, 
and  cannot  be  made  out  of  the  Drug  Fund.  Prescriptions  for  such 
insured  persons  should  not  therefore  be  made  on  the  prescription 
forms  furnished  for  use  by  doctors  under  the  normal  panel  arrange- 
ments. Where  these  prescriptions  have  been  used  for  supply  of 
medicines  and  appliances  to  persons  taking  their  treatment  through 
an  approved  institution,  the  Committee  should  take  such  6teps  as 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  any  payments  in  respect  of  such 
prescriptions  being  made  out  of  the  Drug  Fund. 

Canterbury.  —After  correspondence  with  the  Commis- 
sioners, the  Insurance  Committee  authorised  the  following 
payments,  these  being  55  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  the 
accounts:  E.  Bing  &  Son.  47Z.  lis.;  Boots,  Ltd.,  bl.  13s.  bd. ; 
Mr.  R.  Croft,  21.  lbs. :  Mr.  A.  Lander,  2bl.  3s.  bd. ;  Mr.  B. 
Maudson,  2Z.'6s.  Zd. ;  Walker  &  Harris,  23Z.  14s.  bd. 

Dudley.— The  Insurance  Committee  on  May  23  received 
from  Mr.  Richardson,  on  behalf  of  chemists,  a  letter  stating 
that  they  adhered  to  their  former  resolution  as  to  hours  of 
business  for  dispensing.  The  Committee  agreed,  and  it  was 
stated  that  the  doctors  have  undertaken  to  supply  medicines 
to  all  insured  persons  in  urgent  cases  on  Sundays,  Bank 
holidays,  and  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Dumbarton.  — The  County  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
have  received  official  intimation  that  the  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners (Scotland)  have  issued  decisions  with  regard  to 
"  rural  "  areas  in  Dumbartonshire  as  follows  : 

Districts  which  are  not  rural  within!  the  meaning  of  the  regula- 
tions are-  — 

Old  Kilpmtrick. — One  and  a  half  miles  from  nearest  chemist.  Tram 
service  every  twenty  minutes,  also  train  service.  Both  doctors 
making  application  live  in  the  village. 

Bowling. — About  three  miles  from  nearest,  chemist.  Tram  service 
every  twenty  minutes,  also  two  railway  lines. 

Ronton  and  Jamestown. — About  1|  miles  from  nearest  chemist. 
Tram  eervice. 

Kirkintilloch. — Four  chemists  already  in  the  town.  Doctor 
making  application  also  lives  in  the'  town. 

Duntocher  is  rural  within,  the  meaning  of  the  regulations.  This" 
is  over  one  mile  from  the  nearest,  chemist,  and  has  no  tram  or 
train  or  'bus  service  whatever.  Part  of  the  road  is  not  lighted. 
Doctor's  surgery  is  in  the  village. 

Flintshire.— The  Commissioners  have  approved  of  the- 
following  fees  being  charged  bv  chemists  in  addition  to  those 
set  out  in  the  revised  drug  tariff— viz.,  (1)  A  night-service  fee 
of  bd.   (inclusive  of  any  dispensing-fee)  for  prescriptions 
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'handed  in  and  dispensed  between  the  hours  of  11  p.m.  and 
8.30  a.m.  (2)  A  double  dispensing-fee  of  4tZ.  for  prescrip- 
tions handed  in  for  dispensing  between  the  ordinary  hour 
■of  closing  in  the  evening  and  11  p.m.  In  both  cases  the 
increased  fee  is  only  to  be  payable  where  the  prescription 
has  been  given  by  the  medical  practitioner  within  the  hours 
above-mentioned  and  marked  "  Urgent  "  by  him. 

Glamorgan.— The  checking  of  prescriptions  and  chemists' 
accounts  has  involved  considerable  labour.  The  Committee 
has  resolved  to  pay  70  per  cent,  of  the  accounts  rendered, 
and  cheques  for  the  amounts  which  were  presented  have 
already  been  sent.  Altogether  the  panel  chemists  have 
sreceived  between  2.000Z.  and  3,0001. 

Glasgow.— The  Insurance  Committee  has  paid  the  remain- 
ing 25  per  cent,  of  the  chemists'  accounts  for  the  first  quarter, 
and  25  per  cent,  for  the  month  following. 

Huddersneld.— The  chemists  who  are  on  the  panel  have 
just'^  received  their  first  cheques  for  dispensing  under  the 
National  Insurance  Act.  The  fact  that  only  about  161.  (or 
some  I5  per  cent,  on  the  whole  accounts)  deduction  has  been 
made  is  regarded  as  highly  satisfactory.  The  Insurance 
'Committee  have  retained  5  per  cent,  of  the  accounts,  and 
this  will  be  held  over  until  the  end  of  the  medical  year,  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations. 

London.  —  The  County  Insurance  Committee  has  not  yet 
come  to  a  decision  regarding  the  terms  for  dispensing  since 
April  15.  With  reference  to  our  recent  report  from  Mr. 
G.  A.  Tocher  regarding  the  non-payment  of  chemists' 
accounts,  Mr.  Julius  Arnold  informs  us  that  on  May  17  he 
•called  on  twelve  pharmacists  at  random,  and  found  that 
half  had  not  received  their  cheques,  although  in  each  case 
summaries  were  sent  with  the  prescriptions.  As  payments 
have  in  some  cases  subsequently  been  made  without  any 
further  communication  by  or  with  the  pharmacist,  Mr. 
Arnold  submits  that  the  reason  given  for  the  non-payment 
in  the  350  cases  may  be  dismissed  from  consideration.  At 
any  rate,  there  is  here  clear  proof  that  it  is  necessary  for 
the  Committee  to  advise  the  pharmacist  when  it  cannot 
send  him  a  cheque  by  reason  of  his  default,  as  at  present 
the  only  means  of  knowing  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  pre- 
scriptions and  summary  is  the  receipt  of  the  cheque  from  the 
•Committee.  What  are  the  chemists  on  the  Committee  doing 
about  the  matter  ? 

Manchester.— Mr.  G.  A.  Mallinson,  Secretary  of  the  Man- 
chester Pharmaceutical  Association  Insurance  Committee, 
asks  us  to  state  that  Manchester  chemists  must  price  all 
prescriptions  up  to  June  1  on  the  old  tariff.  The  local 
Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committee  has  checked  the  first 
■quarter's  prescriptions  (those  sent  in  up  to  the  end  of 
March).  Now  the  work  will  devolve  on  somebody  else's 
shoulders,  as  the  committee  decided  some  weeks  ago  to 
give  it  up.  The  Insurance  Committee  has  decided  to  pay 
•chemists  a,nother  40  per  cent,  of  the  first  quarter's  account, 
making  90  per  cent.    The  bills  amount  to  over  6,000^. 

Kewcastle-on-Tyne.  -  At  last  week's  meeting  of  the 
Medical  Committee,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  the 
Medical  Sub-committee  was  instructed  to  inquire  into  adver- 
tising Insurance  Act  dispensing  by  certain  firms  of  chemists. 
He  took  exception  especially  to  such  phrases  as  "  Full  dis- 
pensing," "Bring  your  prescriptions  here  ;  medicines  cost 
you  nothing,"  and  "Medicines  are  supplied  free  of  charge." 

Northampton.— Doctors  who  are  permitted  to  dispense 
are  getting  75  per  cent,  of  their  drug  accounts.  The  chemists 
•were  to  get  the  like  when  the  prescriptions  were  checked, 
but  Mr.  F.  C.  Ashford,  their  representative  on  the  Insurance 
•Committee  objected,  so  the  Committee  authorised  payment 
•of  75  per  cent,  forthwith. 

Pembrokeshire. —In  reply  to  a  strong  protest  by  Dr. 
Matthias  that  chemists  had  not  been  paid  more  than  75  per 
cent,  of  their  claims,  it  was  explained  by  Mr.  Edwards  that 
it  was  quite  impossible  to  pay  in  full  until  the  prescriptions 
were  checked  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee 
on  Insurance.  It  was  agreed  that  two  of  the  members  should 
have  power  to  sign  cheques  for  the  balance  as  soon  as  the 
accounts  were  certified  to  be  correct'. 

Preston.  —The  sum  of  820?.  has  been  paid  to  chemists, 
being  at  the  rate  of  4j(Z.  per  insured  person.  The  Clerk 
explained  that  the  80  per  cent,  requested  by  the  chemists 
■would  exceed  the  funds  available.  Dr.  Derham  protested 
against  proprietary  remedies  being  prescribed  by  doctors 
•when  cheaper  forms  were  equally  efficient.  He  added  that 
the  Government  are  insisting  on  the  separate  ingredients  of 
•extract  of  malt  and  cod-liver  oil  being  prescribed  by  the 
•doctors,  and  chemists  mixing  them,  instead  of  giving  the 
proprietary  form.  The  Chairman  commented  sympa- 
thetically on  these  remarks,  but  said  that  it  should  not  go 
abroad  that  the  best  drugs  were  not  being  ordered. 

Rochdale.— At  an  inquest  on  the  death  of  an  insured 
person  from  acute  indigestion  it  was  stated  by  the  widow 
of  deceased  that  she  sent  for  Dr.  Joss  about  3.30  P.M.,  and 


he  came  and  gave  her  a  prescription,  which  she  could  not 
get  made  up  until  7.30  p.m.,  because  there  was  no  chemist's 
shop  open.  Dr.  Joss  said  he  had  had  a  similar  case  of 
inability  to  get  medicine  on  a  Sunday  three  weeks  ago. 
There  were  no  chemists  open  except  during  the  specified 
hours.  The  Coroner  :"  It  is  a  bad  arrangement."  Witness: 
"It  is.  I  have  had  to  give  bottles  many  times  previously 
where  no  chemist  could  be  found  open,  and  I  should  have 
done  so  in  this  case  had  I  had  any  idea  they  would  have  been 
unable  to  get  it  from  a  chemist."  The  Coroner  and  several 
members  of  the  jury  said  there  ought  to  be  a  central  place 
kept  open  all  day  on  Sundays,  so  that  people  could  be  sure 
of  getting  prescriptions  made  up. 

West  Bromwieh.— Last  week's  meeting  of  the  Insurance 
Committee  was  a  sort  of  battle  royal  between  chemists  and 
doctors  for  the  floating  sixpence,  Mr.  C.  W.  Kemsey  Bourne, 
the  chemists'  representative  on  the  Committee,  being  the 
champion  of  the  craft.  The  Medical  Benefit  Sub-committee 
had  recommended  the  Insurance  Committee  not  to  agree  to 
a  double  dispensing-fee  for  prescriptions  dispensed  out  of 
hours.  Mr.  Bourne  moved  as  an  amendment :  "  That  double 
dispensing-fees  be  allowed  to  chemists  on  prescriptions 
marked  '  Urgent '  by  the  medical  practitioners  and  dis- 
pensed outside  the  hours  prescribed  by  the  Committee  and 
on  Sundays  and  holidays."  He  urged  that  this  was  a  very 
reasonable  request.  After  discussion,  the  amendment  was 
carried,  the  Mayor  informing  Mr.  Bourne  that  he  thought 
chemists  would  be  allowed,  under  the  Shops  Act,  to  dispense 
on  Wednesdays.  The  sub-committee  recommended  that  in 
future  no  payment  should  be  allowed  on  account  of  distilled 
water,  unless  it  is  specially  ordered  by  the  medical  prac- 
titioner. On  this  Mr.  Bourne  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  that  when  "  Aqua  "  is  ordered  in  a  prescription,  only 
distilled  water  of  good  quality  should  be  used,  and  that 
tap-water  should  be  used  only  when  definitely  specified. 
He  described  the  practice  of  chemists  in  this  respect,  saying 
that  they  are  liable  to  prosecution  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  if  they  do  not  use  distilled  water  in  pre- 
scriptions. Mr.  Cowlishaw  having  seconded  the  amendment, 
Drs.  Sansome  and  Plummer  informed  the  Committee  that 
doctors  never  use  distilled  water,  and  Dr.  Plummer  stated 
that  if  Mr.  Bourne's  amendment  was  carried  it  meant  19,000 
pennies  a  year  extra  cost  on  prescriptions.  All  that  the 
doctors  wanted  was  that  chemists  should  only  use  distilled 
water  when  it  was  specifically  prescribed.  Dr.  Underhill 
also  joined  in  the  discussion,  saying  that  it  came  upon  him 
almost  as  a  thunderclap  when  he  knew  that  distilled  water 
was  being  used  by  chemists.  He  had  that  day  ordered  200/. 
worth  of  drugs  for  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  and  distilled 
water  did  not  find  a  place  among  them.  Mr.  Bourne  chal- 
lenged the  statements  of  the  medical  men,  and  offered  51.  to 
any  charity  if  his  statements  could  be  disproved.  Mr. 
Bourne's  amendment  was  carried  by  15  votes  to  11. 

Yorkshire. -The  East  Riding  Insurance  Committee  have 
paid  chemists  386Z.  on  account. — The  Insurance  Committee 
for  the  North  Riding  on  May  24  accepted  the  new  tariff 
submitted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  agreed  to 
circulate  it  to  panel  doctors  and  chemists  after  consulta- 
tion with  the  Commissioners.  It  was  agreed  to  continue 
duplicate  prescriptions,  and  doctors  are  to  be  asked  to  mark 
"  urgent  "  prescriptions  with  their  initials  if  they  are  over 
the  stated  times  for  dispensing,  space  being  provided  for 
this  on  the  new  prescription-forms. 

Insurance  Committees. 

The  following  pharmacists  have  been  elected  as  chemists' 
representatives  on  their  local  Insurance  Committees : 
Mr.  Henry  Lester,  Nuneaton. 
Mr.  W.  B.  Rushton,  Farnworth. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Norris,  Burton-on-Trent. 
Mr.  H.  S.  Phillips,  38  Wallgate,  Wigan. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Kidd,  Manchester  (Radcliffe  district  of  Lanes). 


The  Exports  of  Annatto-seed  from  Hayti  during  the  year 
ended  September  30,  1912,  amounted  to  1,038  lb.,  as  com- 
pared with  2,604  lb.  during  the  corresponding  period  of 
1911, 

French  Almond  Chop. — There  are  about  40,000  acres 
planted  in  almond-trees  in  France,  over  one-half  being 
found  in  the  Bouches-du-Rhone,  the  principal  centre  of  the 
trade  being  Aix-en-Provence.  There  are  no  available  statis- 
tics showing  the  relative  importance  of  the  different  varieties 
of  almonds  grown  in  France.  The  domestic  crop  averages 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  12,000  metric  tons.  An  acre  yields 
from  150  to  920  lb.  of  fruit.  During  the  last  few  years  the 
local  production  has  fallen  much  below  the_  average,  and 
the  Aix  dealers  have  imported  large  quantities  of  Spanish 
and  Italian  almonds  to  supply  the  deficiency.  As  ^regards 
hard-shelled  almonds,  it  is  stated  on  good  authority  that 
last  year's  product  amounted  to  about  50  per  cent,  of  the 
average  yield. 
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CHEMISTS'  WINDOWS. 

New  ideas  for  dressing  windows  are  invited.  Photographs  of 
windows  sent  to  the  Editor  for  reproduction  should  be  accom- 
panied by  notes  on  how  the  displays  were  arranged. 


Fruit=salt  Display. 

The  above  window-display  at  the  Gillygate  branch  of 
Messrs.  George  Coverdale,  Ltd.,  York,  was  awarded  first 
prize  in  the  Y~ork  Chemists'  Window-dressing  Competi- 
tion held  last  August.  It  was  arranged  by  Mr.  L.  E.  R. 
Surtees,  pharmacist,  the  manager,  who  made  a  granular 
effervescent  fruit-salt — "  Juveno  " — his  leading  feature. 
This  shilling  line  is  put  up  in  a  flat  bottle  with  a  neat 
pale-blue  carton,  which  with  a  shbwcard  or  two,  with 
inscriptions  such  as  "How  to  Keep  Cool"  and  "Try 
Juveno,"  aided  this  effective  seasonable  show.  The  shelves 
and  back  of  the  window  were  covered  with  lemon  crinkled 
paper.  A  large  bunch  of  grapes  and  about  two  dozen 
fine  Messina  lemons  served  not  only  as  an  attraction 
but  laid  emphasis  on  the  "  Prepared  from  the  Fruity 
Acids  of  the  Lemon  and  Grape"  on  the  label  of  the 
bottle.  The  general  appearance  of  the  window  was  greatly 
assisted  by  the  introduction  of  some  yellow  sunflowers 
and  asparagus  in  suitable  vases.  Besides  being  attractive, 
the  window  proved  to  be  well  worth  the  extra  time  and 
trouble  from  a  business  point  of  view. 


WILLS  PROVEN. 


Mr.  Geo.  Smith  Duberly,  Ph.C,  Bournemouth  and  Luton, 
left  estate  valued  at  2,515/.  gross  and  545/.  net. 

Mr.  William  Henry  Saunders,  chemist,  Portsmouth,  left 
estate  valued  at  1,004/.  16s.  8<Z.,  of  which  156/.  9s.  lltZ.  is  net 
personalty. 

Mr.  William  Wells,  chemist  and  druggist,  Clitheroe,  left 
estate  of  the  gross  value  of  5,647/.,  of  which  3,014/.  is  net 
personalty. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Willson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Great 
Grimsbv,  Lines,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  1,998/.  9s.  5d., 
and  1,898/.  3s.  Id.  net. 

Mr.  Andrew  Fleming,  manufacturing  chemist,  Ruther- 
glen,  who  died  on  March  22,  left  personal  estate  in  the 
United  Kingdom  valued  at  6,800/. 

Mr.  William  Brownrigg  Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Carlisle,  who  died  on  March  5,  left  estate  valued  at 
976/.  0s.  8cZ.  gross,  with  net  personalty  315/.  15s.  Id. 

Me.  Frederick  William  Child,  senior  representative  of 
the  Icilma  Co.,  Ltd.,  Waterloo,  Liverpool,  left  estate  valued 
at  745/.  lis.  td.  gross,  with  net  personalty  177/.  lis.  Ad. 

Mr.  Charles  Edward  Russell.  Surbiton,  Surrey,  manag- 
ing director  of  Messrs.  H.  H.  Warner  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  patent- 
medicine  manufacturers,  and  a  director  of  the  Sanitas  Co., 
Ltd.,  left  estate  valued  at  12,160/.  4s.  gross,  with  net  per- 
sonalty 11,940/.  15s.  8rZ. 

Mr.  Robert  White,  chemist,  Muswell  Hill,  N.,  who  died 
on  April  15  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  14,812/.  lis.  10rZ., 
of  which  13,380/.  13s.  lfZ.  is  net  personalty.  His  niece  Emily 
Estlin  Colman,  his  nephew  William  Glcndinning  White,  his 
niece  Lizzie  Maude  Pol-left,  and  his  friend  and  good  nurse 
Ida  Mary  Walters  are  the  principal  beneficiaries. 


SCIENTIFIC  PROGRESS. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Vanillin  Adulteration.  -  Acctanilide  is  being  used  to 
adulterate  vanillin  ("  Svensk  Farmaceutisk  Tidskrift"), 
the  adulteration  being  shown  by  the  lower  melting-point 
(vanillin  melts  at  81-82°  C),  incomplete  solubility  in  caustic- 
soda  solution,  and  solubility  in  ether.  Acetanilide  is- 
separated  by  shaking  out  the  alkaline  solution  with  ether. 

Colloidal  Silver.— Dr.  F.  Konig  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  that  samples  of  colloidal  silver  on  the  market  in  Ger- 
many have  a  silver-content  as  low  as  60  per  cent.,  whereas- 
a  good  sample  should  yield  from  75  to  80  per  cent.  The 
German  Pharmacopoeia  does  not  lay  down  a  standard  for 
silver.  The  assay  is  conducted  by  calcining  0.1  gram  of 
colloidal  silver_  in  a  crucible,  heating  with  20  c.c.  nitric 
acid,  diluting  to  100  c.c.  with  water,  and  estimating  with 
N/10  ammonium  sulphoc3'anido  (1  c.c.  =0.01079  silver). 

Mydriacine.— Dr.  Inizunowo,  in  a  recent  lecture  before 
the  Osaka  Medical  Society,  stated  that  mydriacine  con- 
tains one  methyl  radical  less  than  ephredin.  Dr.  Miura, 
as  a  result  of  his  ophthalmological  investigation,  states  that 
mydriacine  is  more  efficient  than  ephedrin.  When  a  10-per- 
cent, solution  of  mydriacine  is  dropped  into  the  eye  it  causes- 
dilatation  of  the  pupil  after  twenty  minutes,  after  fifty 
minutes  to  the  maximum,  and  after  five  hours  the  pupil 
already  begins  to  close,  and  after  twenty  hours,  at  most 
thirty  hours,  completely  recovers  its  normal  state.  More- 
over, as  mydriacine  does  not  paralyse  the  accommodation, 
it  causes  no  unpleasant  sensation.  Dr.  Inizunowo  said1 
10-per-cent.  solution  of  mydriacine  is  most  suitable  for  use. 
In  a  more  concentrated  solution  crystals  are  formed.  The 
mixture  of  10  c.c.  of  mydriacine  solution  and  15  drops  of 
adrenalin  solution  dilates  the  pupil  in  a  considerably  shorter 
time  than  with  the  mydriacine  solution  alone.  The  lecturer, 
in  conclusion,  said  that  from  the  physiological  and  econo- 
mical point  of  view  he  preferred  mydriacine  to  homatropine, 
which  is  considered  at  the  present  to  be  the  best  mydriatic. 


NEW  BOOKS. 

Any  of  these  books  printed  in  the  United  Kingdom  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  "  C.  &  D."  subscribers  on 
application  (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher,  42  Cannon- 
Street,  London,  E.C.  These  notes  do  not  exclude  subsequent 
reviews. 


Gardette,  V.  Formulaire  des  Specialties  Pharma- 
ceutiques.  6£x4.  Pp.  415.  3f.  (Bailliere,  19  Rue  Haute- 
feuille,  Paris.)  [The  seventh  edition  of  this  book,  whose- 
purpose  is  to  inform  the  medical  profession  as  to  the  com- 
position and  doses  of  the  principal  pharmaceutical  speciali- 
ties offered  for  sale  in  France.  It  is  divided  into  three- 
parts,  the  first  being  an  alphabetical  list,  the  second  a  list 
of  the  proprietors,  and  the  third  in  the  nature  of  an  index. 
Part  1  occupies  the  greater  portion  of  the  book.  The  work 
does  not  profess  to  give  the  working  formula  of  any  of 
the  specialities,  but  it  indicates  the  strength  of  active  prin- 
ciples and  states  the  therapeutic  uses  and  doses  of  each' 
combination.] 

Koch,  L.  Pharmakognostiseher  Atlas.  Zweiter  Band. 
1,  2,  3,  und  4  Lieferung.  12x8f.  Pp.  130,  with  seventeen 
plates.  3.50m.  each  part.  (Gebriider  Borntraeger,  Berlin.)] 
[This  volume  of  this  atlas,  dealing  with  the  microscopical 
analysis  of  powdered  drugs,  covers  these  derived  from 
roots,  rhizomes,  bulbs,  etc.  Part  I.  deals  with  marsh- 
mallow,  angelica,  calumba,  _  gentian,  and  ipecacuanha. 
Part  II.  concerns  radix  levistici,  liquorice,  ononis,  and! 
rhatany.  Parts  III.  and  IV.  .give  particulars  of  sarsa- 
parilla.  senega,  dandelion,  valerian,  aconite,  ialap,  salep, 
and  squill.  In  each  case  the  appearance  of  longitudinal, 
transverse,  and  tangential  sections  is  described  and  illus- 
trated in  detail.] 

Piard,  A.  Manuel  Pratiaue  du  Fabricant  de  Boissons- 
Oazeuses  et  de  Siro-ps.  10  x 6£.  Pp.  208.  4  francs.  (Le- 
gendre,  14  Rue  Bellecordiere,  Lyons.)  [Deals  with  the  manu- 
facture of  aerated  w.aters.  The  first  seventy  pages  are 
concerned  with  the  laws  and  decrees  regulating  the  busi- 
ness in  France.  Then  follow  information  regarding  the 
materials  employed  in  the  manufacture  (sugar,  tartaric  acid, 
colouring-matters,  etc.),  and  a  chapter  on  the  apparatus 
required.  Other  matters  deal  with  the  organisation,  books- 
on  the  subject,  and  list  of  firms  supplying  the  requirements, 
of  aerated-water  manufacturers.] 
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Practical  Notes  and  Formulae. 


Mercury  Benzoate. 

Devillers  (•"  Bulletin  Sc.  Pharm.")  proposes  the  follow- 
ing method  of  preparing  mercury  benzoate,  which  he 
claims  is  an  improvement  on  the  process  of  the  French 
Codex  : 

Yellow  oxide  of  mercury         ...     10  grams 

Acetic  acid    ...       ...    10  grams 

Sodium  benzoate    14  grams 

Distilled  water    ...2,000  c.c. 

Dilute  the  acetic  acid  to  100  c.c.  with  water,  add  the 
yellow  oxide,  dissolve  by  shaking,  without  the  application 
of  heat,  and  make  up  to  1,000  c.c.  Separately  dissolve  the 
benzoate  in  the  rest  of  the  water,  heat  both  solutions  to  the 
boiling-point,  _  and  pour  the  benzoate  solution  into  the 
mercury  solution.  Allow  the  liquid  to  cool,  and  wash  the 
precipitate  until  free  from  acid,  then  collect  the  precipitate 
and  dry  at  100°  C.    The  product  weighs  about  17  grams. 

Solubility  of  Iodine  in  Rectified  Spirit. 

When  the  ordinary  resublimed  iodine  in  scales  is  dis- 
solved in  rectified  spirit,  a  considerable  time,  indeed 
hours,  is  required  before  solution  is  effected.  A  very 
much  more  soluble  form  is  iodine  in  crystals.  These  are 
much  smaller  than  the  average  scales,  and  they  are  found 
to  dissolve  quite  readily  in  about  three  minutes.  A  still 
more  soluble  iodine  is  obtained  by  making  a  solution  in 
spirit,  and  this  on  being  thrown  on  water  precipitates 
iodine  in  the  form  of  minute  crystals,  which  dissolve  in 
spirit  in  one  and  a-half  minute.  There  are  certain  dis- 
advantages in  using  this  precipitated  iodine.  It  is  a  very 
fine  powder,  and  consequently  clings  to  measures  and 
scales,  whereas  the  crystals  do  not.  It  also  appears  to  be 
slightly  hygroscopic,  and  it  thus  clings  to  tubes  containing 
it,  while  it  is  much  more  costly  than  the  other,  the  price 
being  75  per  cent,  higher.  For  these  reasons  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  difference  between  solubility  in  one  and  a-half 
minute  as  compared  with  three  minutes  is  sufficient  to 
counterbalance  these  disadvantages. 

Carbolic  Larvicide. 

According  to  the  "Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  "  the  larvicide  used  in  the  Panama  Canal  Zone 
is  prepared  as  follows  :  Crude  carbolic  acid,  containing 
about  15  per  cent,  of  phenol,  is  heated  to  212°  F.,  finely 
pulverised  resin  is  added,  and  the  mixture  kept  boiling 
until  the  resin  is  all  dissolved.  Caustic  soda  is  then 
added,  and  the  solution  kept  at  212°  F.  for  about  ten 
minutes,  or  until  a  perfectly  dark  emulsion  without  sedi- 
ment is  obtained.  The  mixture  is  thoroughly  stirred  from 
the  time  the  resin  is  added  until  the  end.  As  the  com- 
position of  crude  carbolic  acid  varies  greatly,  the  propor- 
tion of  ingredients  of  the  larvicide  will  vary,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  have  small  experimental  lots  made  in  the 
laboratory  and  tested  before  the  batch  of  larvicide  for  use 
in  the  field  is  manufactured.  The  average  mixture  is 
about  as  follows  :  300  (American)  gals,  crude  carbolic  acid, 
200  lb.  resin,  30  lb.  caustic  soda.  One  part  of  this  larvicide 
in  8,000  parts  of  water  will  kill  the  larvae  in  thirty  minutes. 
As  a  mosquito  larvicide  it  is  used  by  spraying  an  aqueous 
emulsion  (1  part  of  the  larvicide  to  5  of  water)  over  the 
surface  and  along  the  margins  of  pools  and  ponds  or  other 
mosquito-breeding  places,  so  that  the  resulting  dilution  of 
the  larvicide  has  a  thin  milky  opalescence  representing 
approximately  a  dilution  of  1  in  5,000. 


Divi-divi.— According  to  the  annual  report  of  the  work 
done  during  1911-12  at  the  Experimental  Gardens  at  Amani, 
German  East  Africa,  divi-divi  trees  planted  at  the  end  of 
1908  have  in  some  cases  blossomed  and  borne  a  few  fruits, 
which  have  not  ripened.  The  trees,  on  the  whole,  are  con- 
sidered to  have  developed  well. 

Superfluous  Hair. — The  late  Mr.  Balmanno  Squire  once 
expressed  his  strong  contempt  for  what  he  called  "  razor 
■substitutes "  for  the  removal  of  superfluous  hairs,  and  a 
similar  view  is  expressed  by  Dr.  Freshwater  in  "  The  Practi- 
tioner "  for  May  1913,  page  832.  He  says  that  "shaving  is 
extremely  valuable  in  many  cases,  and  by  using  a  safety- 
razor  once  a  fortnight  or  so  many  ladies  are  able  to  conceal 
quite  successfully  from  the  world  at  large  that  they  are  the 
subjects  of  hypertrichosis."    Tell  this  to  the  afflicted. 


London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Chemical  Section. 

A MEETING  of  this  Section  was  held  at  Oxford  Court, 
London,  E.C.,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  May  29,  the 
Chairman  (Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S.),  presiding.  There 
were  also  present  Messrs.  E.  Theodore  Brewis  (Stafford 
Allen  &  Sons,  Ltd.),  John  F.  Chadwick,  Vivian  L.  Hatrick 
(James  L.  Hatrick  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  T.  Edward  Lescher 
(Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.),  Thomas  Maben 
(Parke,  Davis  &  Co.),  A.  Conradi  and  H.  Pfeifer  (Pfeifer 
&  Co.),  Thomas  Tyrer,  M.  C.  Goodall,  J.  R.  Davies  (Salt 
Union,  Ltd.),  E.  F.  Harrison,  William  E.  Woods,  and 
J.  Cofman  Nicoresti. 

Port  Charges  foe  Sandalwood. 
The  Chairman  stated,  with  regard  to  correspondence, 
that  application  has  recently  been  made  to  the  Section  for 
some  indication  of  the  classification  of  sandalwood  for 
the  Port  of  London  Authority.  The  price  of  the  article  is 
very  high  at  the  present  time,  and  he  had  applied  to  Mr. 
Bush  for  information  as  to  how  it  should  be  classified. 
As  a  result,  the  Port  of  London  Authority  had  been 
advised  to  ciassify^t  as  of  the  value  of  from  25Z.  to  Z0L, 
under  Class  5. 

A  Lengthy  Report 
was  submitted,  giving  particulars  of  the  action  taken  since 
last  meeting  regarding  the  following  matters  : 

(1)  Evidence  offered  before  the  Joint  Select  Committee  on 
Gas  Authorities. 

(2)  Sale  of  poisonous  substances. 

(3)  Evidence  given  before  the  Dominion's  Royal  Commis- 
sion by  the  Chairman  and  other  representatives  of  the 
Section. 

The  Chairman  formally  proposed  the  adoption  of  the 
report.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Tyrer  and  agreed  to. 
Manufacture  and  Storage  of  Spirituous  Preparations. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  Committee  which  had 
had  this  subject  under  consideration  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  conditions  under  which  the  preparations 
would  be  manufactured  and  stored  under  customs  and 
excise  supervision  would  be  so  onerous,  and  would  entail 
so  much  expense,  that  they  thought  further  consideration 
might  be  left  in  abeyance.  In  the  meantime,  certain 
chemical  and  wholesale  concerns  were  taking  advantage 
of  the  opportunities  of  storing  their  preparations  abroad 
and  bringing  them  over  as  they  required  them. 

Sub-Division  of  the  Section. 

The  meeting  then  took  up  consideration  of  the  question 
whether,  in  view  of  the  composite  membership  of  the 
Chemical  Section,  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  divided 
into  three  sub-sections  for  dealing  separately  with  matters 
affecting  distinct  interests,  and  thus  rendering  the  organi- 
sation of  the  'Section  more  effective. 

The  Chairman  mentioned  that  the  interests  of  the 
Section  were  so  complex  in  their  character  that  members 
sometimes  attended  meetings  where  the  subjects  discussed 
were  of  no  interest  to  them.  He  added  that  many  pharma- 
cists had  applied  for  membership  of  the  Chamber,  and 
had  asked  to  be  informed  of  the  Section  to  which  they 
would  be  allocated.  It  had  been  suggested  that  one  of  the 
proposed  sub-sections  of  the  Chemical  Section  should  be 
devoted  to  drugs  and  pharmacy. 

As  a  result  of  a  prolonged  discussion  (our  report  of 
which  is  deferred),  it  was  agreed  that  the  following  sub- 
divisions should  form  the  basis  of  the  new  arrangement  : 

(1)  Chemical  manufacturers  and  chemical  brokers. 

(2)  Drugs  and  pharmacy. 

(3)  Analytical  and  consulting  chemists. 

A  small  committee  was  appointed  to  allocate  to  each 
sub-division  the  members  of  the  Section  interested  under 
each  heading.    This  was  all  the  business  of  importance. 

Haytian  Honey  and  Wax. — According  to  the  British 
Consul  at  Hayti,  the  exports  of  honey  during  the  year  ended 
September  30,  1912,  amounted  to  34,320  gals,  and  1,018,679  lb., 
as  compared  with  190,148  gals,  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  1911 ;  of  beeswax,  the  exports  were  71,711  lb.,  as 
compared  with  100,971  lb.  in  1911.  The  bulk  of  these  pro- 
ducts goes  to  the  United  States. 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 

4a  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.,  May  20. 

THE  drug  and  chemical  markets  continue  dull,  with 
few  features  to  note.  The  heat  wave  has  given  an 
impetus  to  the  lemon  oil  market,  which  is  much  dearer 
both  on  spot  and  to  arrive,  while  there  has  also  been  a 
brisker  demand  for  citric  acid  and  cream  of  tartar,  which 
are  both  firm.  Foreign  tartaric  acid,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  the  turn  cheaper.  The  prospects  for  the  Turkish  opium 
crop  being  still  favourable,  dealers  irr  primary  sources 
are  offering  at  lower  prices,  but  buyers  hold  off.  Mor- 
phine is  easier  in  sympathy.  Cod-liver  oil  is  flat,  with 
an  irregular  Finmarken  fishing ;  it  is  believed,  however, 
the  market  has  touched  bottom.  Orange  oil  is  flat,  and 
bergamot  tending  easier.  Star  anise  oil  is  a  trifle  firmer 
on  spot.  English  lemon  juice  is  very  scarce  and  dearer, 
and  the  same  applies  to  West  Indian  oil  of  limes,  both 
hand-pressed  and  distilled.  Milk-sugar  is  still  tending 
downwards.  Italian  orris  is  firm,  with  little  prospect  of 
cheaper  prices.  The  distillation  of  new  otto  has  just  com- 
menced. Moderate  supplies  of  drugs  were  offered  at 
auction  to-day  and  met  with  a  poor  demand.  The  move- 
ments of  the  week  have  been  as  follows  : 


Higher 


Aloes  (Cape) 
Benzols 
Honey  (Jam.) 
Lemon-juice 
Lemon  oil 
Lime-oil  (W.I.) 
Wax,  bees' 

(Jam.) 


Firmer 


Easier 


Anise  oil 

(star) 

Cascara 

sagrada 
Shellac 
Turpentine 


Castor  oil 

(Eng.) 
Milk-sugar 
Morphine 
Tartaric  acid 
(foreign) 


Lower 


Ammonia 

sulphate 
Cardamoms 
Olibanum 
Opium 
Sarsaparilla 

(grey  Jam.) 
Turmeric 

(Bengal ) 


Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  May  28. — The  weather  at  Finmarken  has  been 
stormy  and  the  cod-fishing  irregular.  Market  for  finest 
non-congealing  Norwegian  oil  is  quiet  at  about  93s.  6d. 
per  barrel  c.i.f.  terms. 

New  York,  May  28. — Business  in  drugs  is  quiet.  Opium 
is  steady  at  $6.30.  Peppermint  oil  in  tins  is  dull  at  $2.80. 
Copaiba  is  steady  at  50c.  Canada  balsam  is  nominal  at 
$11  per  gal.  Senega  is  firm  at  70c,  and  podophyllum- 
root  (mandrake)  steady  at  6-^c.  Curacao  aloes  is  easy  at 
7^c,  and  cascara  sagrada  is  quiet  at  7^c.  Menthol  is 
firmer. 

London  Markets. 

Anise  Oil  (Star)  is  slightly  firmer,  with  retail  sales 
of  "  Eed  Ship  "  brand  at  6s.  l^d.  spot 

Bergamot  Oil. — Still  tending  easier,  with  37  to  38  per 
cent,  esters  offering  at  23-s.  6c?.  c.i.f. 

Camphor  (Refined). — Business  has  been  done  in 
Japanese  slabs  for  July- August  shipment  at  Is.  4§c?.  c.i.f., 
and  in  ^-oz.  tablets  at  Is.  b^d.  c.i.f.  In  the  drug-auction 
40  cases  Japanese  refined  (l-12th  and  l-9th  oz.)  tablets 
sold  without  reserve  at  Is.  bd.,  and  1-oz.  tablets  at 
Is.  5Arf.  net,  no  allowances. 


Cannabis  Indica. — -Privately  single  cases  of  genuine 
Bombay  tops  are  quoted  at  6s.  and  5s.  10c?.  in  two-case 
lots. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  in  more  inquiry,  holders  now  ask- 
ing 37s.  per  cwt.  for  two-year-old  bark  on  spot.  Business 
has  lately  been  done  at  from  35s.  to  36s.,  but  the  inside 
figure  is  no  longer  available.  American  advices  have 
been  distinctly  bullish  of  late,  and  the  parity  on  the  other 
side  is  much  above  that  of  London,  especially  when  the 
advanced  freight  rates  are  taken  in  consideration. 

Castor  Oil. — English  make  for  prompt  delivery  is 
slightly  easier  at  281.  10s.  per  ton  for  first  pressing. 
July-December  271.  10s.,  and  January-June  (1914)  281. 
in  barrels,  usual  terms  delivered  free  on  wrharf 
London ;  pharmaceutical  quality  is  50s.  per  ton  over 
the  price  of  first  pressing,  and  oil  in  tins  and  cases 
50s.  per  ton  over  the  respective  price  in  barrels.  Belgian 
first  pressing  is  281.  15s.  for  prompt,  and  11.  less  for 
June-December. 

Cinchona. — At  the  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  June  12  11,695  packages  Ledgeriana,  Hybrid,  and 
Robusta,  367  cases  and  621  bales  Succirubra,  weighing 
about  1,120,262  kilos.,  will  be  offered.  The  first-hand 
stock  at  Amsterdam  on  May  22  consisted  of  9,726  pack- 
ages Government,  and  37.261  packages  private  bark, 
including  the  first-hand  lots  to  be  offered  at  auction. 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  auction  took  place  last 
Monday.  The  offerings  consisted  of  49  bales  worked  and 
125  bales  unworked.  There  was  good  competition  for 
the  worked,  and  these  nearly  all  sold  at  firm  prices, 
with  an  occasional  drop  of  a  halfpenny  per  lb.  Fine 
firsts  were  withdrawn  after  a  bid  of  Is.  Id.,  fine  seconds 
sold  at  Is.  5c?.  to  Is.  6d.,  good  to  fine  thirds  at  Is.  4c?.  to 
Is.  4^c?.,  good  fourths  brought  Is.  3c7.,  medium  Is.  l^c?., 
and  ordinary  Is.  per  lb.  Only  17  bales  of  the  unworked 
were  sold  at  steady  prices,  medium  thinnish  at  Is.  4c?., 
and  ordinary  fourths  at  Is.  OgC?.  per  lb.  ;  thirds  were 
bought  in,  bids  of  Is.  l^c?.  being  refused.  Quillings  were 
bought  in  at  9c?.  and  chips  at  2^d.  per  lb. 

Citric  Acid. — In  better  demand  at  the  unaltered 
rates  of  from  Is.  8^c?.  to  Is.  9c?.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — At  auction  67  bales  Zanzibar  were  bought  in 
at  9|c?.  Privately,  the  market  has  been  quiet  at  9fc?.  ; 
for  arrival  there  are  buyers  of  August-October  shipment 
at  6-J,-c?.,  and  for  June- August  delivery  6^c?.  has  been  paid. 

Cod-Liver  Oil  remains  flat,  with  the  position  prac- 
tically the  same  as  last  week — i.e.,  90s.  c.i.f.  would 
lead  to  business  in  several  quarters  for  the  best  brands 
of  1913  Norwegian  medicinal  oil. 

According  to  cabled  statistics  received  from  Norway,  the 
catch  and  output  of  cod-liver  oil  up  to  May  24  was  as 
follows  : 

Finmarlen 


yield  of 

Livers  for 

Catch  of 

c.l.o. 

Raw  Oils 

Cod 

(hoct.) 

(beet.) 

1913  ... 

...  20,884,C00 

13  on 

2.066 

1912  ... 

...  24,818,000 

18,188 

17,716 

Whole  of  Norivay 

1913  ... 

...  62,100,000 

38,573 

8  057 

1912  ... 

...  83,000,003 

65,399 

25,137 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  May  26  that  during 
the  past  week  the  Finmarken  cod-fishing  has  again  given 
very  irregular  results,  owing  to  stormy  weather  and  want  of 
bait  in  most  places.  The  increase  in  the  catch  is  only  about 
3,000,000  cod,  against  about  5.500.000  during  the  correspond- 
ing week  of  last  vear.  The  official  report  gives  the  following 
statement  for  all  the  cod-fisheries  up  to  May  24  : 

1911  1912  1913 

Hatch  of  cod  (millions)                         58.5           873  62.1 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.1        ...  39.059  65  3r9  38.573 

Livers  for  "raw  "oils  (hect.)      ...  11,243  25,137  8,057 

The  prices  paid  for  the  fresh  livers  in  Finmarken  are  now 
very  high,  and  in  most  places  out  of  proportion  to  the  actual 
price  for  the  oil.  The  market  is  unaltered,  with  few  and 
small  sales,  but  with  still  fewer  offers.  The  last  quotation 
for  new  non-congealing  Lofoten  oil  is  93s.  6<7.  c.i.f. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  slightly  easier  at  22Z.  10s.  per  ton 
for  June  delivery. 
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Ceeam  of  Tartar  remains  firm  and  in  fair  demand, 
98  per  cent,  powder  offering  at  89s.,  and  95  per  cent, 
•at  87s.  per  cwt. 

Ginger. — At  auction  36  cases  small-cut  Calicut  sold 
without  reserve  at  36s.  to  36s.  6c?.,  and  of  730  bags  offered 
30  washed  rough  small  Cochin  sold  at  27s.  6c?.  subject. 
For  arrival  business  has  been  done  in  Japanese  at  19s.  c.i.f . 
for  June-July  shipment. 

Lemon-juice. — English  raw  is  dearer  at  2s.  3c?.  per 
gal. 

Lemon  Oil. — The  heat-wave  is  responsible  for  a 
brisker  demand,  and  spot  holders  have  advanced  their 
prices  to  15s.  to  15s.  6c?.  for  finest,  and  for  prompt  ship- 
ment quotations  are  also  higher  at  from  14s.  lOd.  c.i.f. 

A  Palermo  advice  of  May  24  states  that  business  was  active 
during  the  whole  of  the  week,  inasmuch  as  the  advance 
brought  to  light  a  number  of  requirements  not  only  on  spot, 
but  at  the  consuming  places.  As  usually  happens,  it  was 
the  local  operators  who  first  paid,  without  hesitation,  the 
higher  figures  asked,  but  foreign  buyers  also  sent  in  orders 
at  prices  which  would  have  seemed  impossible  a  few  weeks 
ago,  and  these  purchases  were  not  only  for  prompt  delivery, 
but  extended  over  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  summer  months. 
Prices  for  spot  oil  advanced  to  the  parity  of  14s.  id.  c.i.f. 
[this  price  has  since  advanced. — Ed.],  and  this  figure  has 
been  repeatedly  paid  during  the  last  two  or  three  days  for 
fairly  large  parcels. 

Lime  Oil. — West  Indian  hand-pressed  and  distilled  is 
very  scarce,  with  13s.  6c?.  paid  for  the  former,  while 
Is.  8c?.  is  wanted  for  the  latter. 

Milk  Sugar  is  offered  at  the  cheaper  rate  of  50s.  6c?. 
per  cwt.  for  best  white  powder. 

Morphine,  in  sympathy  with  opium,  is  easier  at  10s. 
per  oz.  for  hydrochloride  powder  in  quantity  from 
makers,  second-hands  offering  at  slightly  less. 

Opium. — The  primary  markets  exhibit  a  downward 
tendency,  the  usual  11  per  cent,  quality  offering  from 
Smyrna  at  about  15s.  to  16s.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  terms,  but 
buyers  hold  off.  Spot  prices  are  about  Is.  cheaper  at 
from  19s.  to  20s.  per  lb.  for  good  Turkey  druggists'.  128 
cases  Turkish  have  arrived  via  Marseilles  and  23  cases 
from  Smyrna.. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  May  16  that  the  sales 
this  week  amount  to  14  cases  manufacturing  qualities,  at 
from  17s.  to  19s.  6<2.,  as  to  quality.  The  weather  conditions 
have  been  very  favourable  of  late,  and  if  all  goes  well  until 
the  end  of  June  we  may  safely  reckon  on  a  crop  of  7,000  to 
7,500  cases.  In  consequence  of  this  sellers  are  now  quite 
eager  to  make  progress.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  are  2,393 
cases,  against  1,175  cases  at  same  date  last  year. 

A  Constantinople  correspondent  writes  on  May  24  that  the 
transactions  of  the  week  were  52  cases  of  druggists'  at  245  to 
260  ptrs.,  10  cases  "  softs  "  at  290  to  325  ptrs.,  and  six  cases 
Malatias  at  280  to  290  ptrs.  per  oke.  Tho  market  was  a 
little  resistant  on  account  of  the  demand.  We  think,  how- 
ever, that  a  lull  of  a  few  days  will  suffice  to  make  the  present 
nosition  .again  weak.  Reports  on  the  crop  are  on  the  whole 
favourable.  Rain  continues  to  fall  at  regular  intervals. 
The  arrivals  in  Constantinople  amount  to  2,504  cases,  against 
1,345,  and  the  stock  is  451  cases,  against  67  cases. 

OrangejOil. — Silician  sweet  is  firm  at  12s.  6d.  per  lb. 
c.i.f.  terms. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  May  24  states  that  the  available 
supply  is  small,  and  for  what  business  is  done  full  prices 
have  to  be  paid,  holders  being  very  firm  and  reserved;  for 
shipment  12s.  4c2.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  without  engagement,  is  quoted 
for  sweet. 

Orris. — There  appears  to  be  little  prospect  of  cheaper 
prices  in  Italy ;  the  value  of  good  Florentine  sorts  is 
about  71s.  c.i.f.,  and  on  the  spot  holders  ask  66s.  for 
fair  sorts.  In  the  drug-auction  four  serons  of  fair  plump 
Morocco  sold  at  50s.  per  cwt. 

Otto  of  Rose. — Several  reports  have  been  received 
that  the  distillation  'of  the  new  crop  has  just  commenced 
in  Bulgaria,  but  it  is,  of  course,  too  early  to  express  any 
opinion  as  to  results. 

Pepper. — At  auction  22  bags  Mangalore  sold  at  9^c?.  to 
9§c?.  for  bold  and  8§c?.  for  smaller ;  44  bags  Tellicherry 
were  bought  in  at  5-gd.  Privately  the  spot  demand  is 
slow,  with  sellers  of  fair  Singapore  at  5£c?.,  and  to  arrive 
a  fair  business  has  been  done,  including  Singapore  for 
June- July  shipment  at  b-^d.,  and  August-October  at  5^c?. 
c.i.f.    White  was  not  offered  at  auction ;  privately  fair 


Singapore  is  quoted  8ffc?.,  and  fair  Muntok  at  9g6?.  ; 
arrival  market  is  quiet,  with  sellers  of  June-August  ship- 
ment at  8§c?.  c.i.f.  Penang  for  June-August  has  been  sold 
at  8d.  c.i.f.  d.w. 

Quillaia  is  firm  but  quiet,  Liverpool  offering  at  30?. 
per  ton  spot,  and  at  271.  c.i.f.  for  June-July  shipment. 

Quinine  is  unchanged,  with  the  usual  German  brands 
of  sulphate  offering  at  10c?.  spot,  and  August  at  lO^c?.  per 
oz. 

Senega  is  very  scarce  on  the  spot,  with  a  seller  of  a 
limited  quantity  at  3s.  2d.  net. 

Shellac  is  again  higher,  holders  now  asking  84s.  on 
the  spot  for  usual  standard  TN,  but  the  advance,  due  to 
higher  Calcutta  prices,  prevents  business.  For  arrival 
TN  for  June-July  shipment  is  quoted  85s.  6c?.  c.i.f.,  and 
A.  C.  Garnet  for  October-December  shipment  81s.  c.i.f. 
Futures  are  higher  on  the  week,  sales  including  August 
at  86s.  to  87s.,  October  88s.  to  88s.  6c?.  to  87s.  6c?.,  and 
December  at  90s. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Foreign  is  the  turn  cheaper  at  from 
Is.  OgC?.  to  Is.  0^c?.,  English  being  unaltered  at  Is.  0|c?. 
per  lb. 

Turmeric. — Privately  Madras  finger  is  offered  at  from 
17s.  to  21s.  on  the  spot  for  fair  to  good,  and  Cochin  split 
bulbs  at  15.s.  Bengal  is  lower  to  arrive,  with  sellers  at 
16s.  6c?.  c.i.f.  for  new  crop.  In  the  drug  auction  806 
packages  were  bought  in. 

Turpentine.- — American  touched  29s.  6c?.  at  one  period 
of  the  week,  but  closed  lower  to-day  (Thursday)  at 
28s.  9c?.  for  June. 

London  Drug=auctions. 

Commercial  Sale  Rooms, 

Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  May  29. 
A  month  having  elapsed  since  the  previous  sale,  the  sup- 
plies offered  to-day  were  of  moderate  extent,  being  com- 
prised in  twelve  catalogues.  The  demand,  however,  was 
poor,  comparatively  little  being  disposed  of,  and  the  bulk 
of  the  price  changes  were  in  buyers'  favour.  Cape  aloes, 
being  scarce,  brought  an  advance  of  2s.  bd.  to  3s.  on  pre- 
vious public  rates,  other  descriptions,  such  as  Curacao  and 
Zanzibar  in  skins,  being  neglected.  Sumatra  benzoin,  was 
about  steady.  Buchu  very  firmly  held,  but  no  demand  in 
auction.  Cardamoms  were  offered  in  much  larger  quantity, 
and  for  Ceylon-My6ores  a  general  decline  of  about  4c?.  was 
accepted,  prices  being  erratic.  Mangalores  were  about 
6fceady.  Coca-leaves  and  calumba  were  steady  where  sold. 
Jamaica  honey,  being  scarce,  brought  much  higher  rates. 
No  sound  ipecacuanha  was  sold,  buyers'  requirements  being 
covered  by  sales  of  a  dozen  bales  of  sea-  and  grease-damaged 
Matto  Grosso.  Myrrh  neglected,  and  unsifted  olibanum 
lower  on  sales  without  reserve.  High-dried  rhubarb  sold 
without  reserve  at  steady  prices,  other  descriptions  being 
neglected.  Genuine  grey  sarsaparilla  was  2c?.  cheaper,  native 
being  steady.  Lima  was  too  highly  limited  to  permit  of 
business.  Common  Tinnevelly  senna  was  practically  all 
bought  in,  buyers'  and  sellers'  views  being  \d.  apart.  Tur- 
meric was  plentiful  aitd  neglected,  while  for  bees-wax, 
which  is  very  scarce,  2s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  advance  was  paid  for 
Jamaica,  East  African  being  full  up.  The  following  table 
shows  the  quantity  and  goods  offered  and  sold: 

Offered  Sold 


Offered  Sold 

5  . 

.  0 

175  . 

.  0 

Albumen  (egg)  ... 

6  . 

.  0 

Aloes — 

30  . 

.  20 

Curacao  (bxs.) ... 

55  . 

.  0 

Socotrine   

55  . 

.  0 

Zanzibar  (cases) 

27  . 

.  0 

14  . 

.  *14 

12  . 

.  0 

7  . 

.  0 

3  . 

.  0 

13  .. 

.  0 

Belladonna-root  ... 

2  . 

•  0 

Benzoin — 

14  .. 

.  3 

141  . 

.  10 

45  . 

.  *1 

130  .. 

.  50 

Camphor  (Jap.  ref .) 

40  . 

.  40 

6  .. 

.  0 

Cannabis  indica  ... 

12  .. 

.  0 

Cardamom1:  &  seed  390  . 

.  238 

20  .. 

.  0 

106  .. 

.  0 

Oinnamon-bark  ... 

1  .. 

.  0 

4  .. 

.  0 

249  .. 

.  59 

Colocvnth-pulp  ... 

10  .. 

.  0 

1  .. 

.  1 

59  .. 

.  0 

16  .. 

.  6 

Cuttlefish-bone  ... 

31  .. 

.  1 

10  .. 

.  0 

11  .. 

.  0 

66  .. 

.  0 

29  .. 

.  0 

Eucalyptus  oil 

(dms.) 

3  .. 

0 

20  .. 

.  0 

Galls   

16  .. 

.  16 

7  .. 

0 

3  .. 

0 

103  .. 

0 

Honey — 

Calif  

2  ... 

2 

59  .. 

59 

New  Zealand  ... 

32  .. 

0 

4  .. 

4 
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